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Department MBT Suggestions Department Update 

Family and 
Consumer 
Sciences 

● What is the status of Center on the Family
(COF)?

● What is the status of Fashion Design and
Merchandising (FDM)?

● What is the status of Human Development
and Family Studies (HDFS)?

● 4-H is staying in CTAHR as are the Extension
Agents--this has been decided.

● COF is in the process of discussing with the
College of Social Sciences (CSS) a possible
move to the Social Sciences Research
Institute.

● FDM voted in the beginning to stay. It is nice
to have a chance to explore options with the
Shidler College of Business (COB)  and the
College of Arts, Languages and Letters
(CALL). After exploring possibilities with COB
and CALL, the dual components of fashion
design and merchandising in the FDM
academic program does not fit either. FDM
decided to stay in CTAHR.

● A majority of the HDFS faculty prefer to
remain in CTAHR as a department because
of its better fit in the college. This current
preference DOES NOT preclude ongoing
CSS discussions regarding collaborations in
scholarship and instruction, and long-term
future possibility of UHM reorganization to
benefit the HDFS program, faculty, UHM and
families across communities in Hawai‘i.

● CES agents remain in CTAHR within an
academic unit. 4-H and FCS Extension
Agents concur with the decision to remain in
CTAHR with the other Extension Agents to
support the USDA Cooperative Extension
goals that address family, community, natural
resources, and agriculture.

Human 
Nutrition, Food 

and Animal 
Sciences 

● No active suggestions. ● Thanks is extended for withdrawing the 
recommendation for a Food Science 
professional degree. 
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Molecular 
Biosciences 

and 
Bioengineering 

● Discussions with College of Engineering
(CoE) on co-managing the BioEngineering
(BE) Undergraduate Program.

The discussion is ongoing. 
● To explore potential joint-administration of the

BE BS program between the CoE and
CTAHR, an initial meeting between two BE
faculty representatives and the CoE Interim
Associate Dean Dr. David Ma was held on
October 2, 2020. This was followed by a
second meeting on Oct. 23 that involved two
additional CoE faculty representatives.

● These meetings were productive, and all
faculty participating in these meetings are
generally supportive of the idea to jointly
administer the BE academic program by the
CoE and CTAHR.

● A third meeting is being scheduled to take
place in early December. The goal of these
ongoing discussions is to develop a concept
paper that outlines the program’s joint-
administration structure, with emphasis on a
synergistic partnership between CoE and
CTAHR, and identifies critical issues to be
addressed for establishing the jointly-
administered program as well as necessary
actions to implement the program changes.

Natural 
Resources 

and 
Environmental 
Management 

● Utilize the cross-listed SUST courses to
recruit majors.

● Consider developing combined bachelor’s-
master’s degree pathways with the (new)
Interdisciplinary BA in Sustainability, and the
BS in Global Environmental Science.

● NREM already recruits majors through its
introductory courses, specifically NREM 192
and 251. NREM 251 is cross-listed with
SUST. We have a record number of
undergraduates (UG) this semester (~130),
so our current recruitment efforts are
sufficient. We are approaching a limit on the
number of UG students we can
accommodate in core courses and advise
with the instructional FTE we currently have.

● We have met with and discussed 4+1
Bachelor's to Master's (BAM) possibilities
with GES, Interdisciplinary Studies (BA in
SUST) and with the College of Education to
prepare NREM undergraduates to serve as
STEM teachers.

● We feel it is important to develop a 4+1 BAM
within NREM to serve our own students first.

● With a freeze on hiring, we cannot proceed
with any of these 4+1 possibilities, given that
their purpose is to increase enrollment in
NREM. We are willing to create template
academic pathways that can be implemented
when the hiring freeze is lifted and more
positions can be added.
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Plant and 
Environmental 

Protection 
Sciences / 

Tropical Plant 
and Soil 
Sciences 

● Revise the TAE BS  program. ● The newly elected TAE curriculum committee
(Chair: Zhiqiang Cheng) is meeting
twice/month to revise the TAE BS program.

● We have generally reached a consensus that
current and future students will benefit from
acquiring skill sets that fall under one of two
interdisciplinary focus areas: molecular
biosystems and agricultural production
systems. We are actively discussing what
type(s) of degree program(s) can best help
our students acquire these skills.

● One area of active discussion is to identify
degree programs within CTAHR with
disciplinary overlap with the two focus areas
to discuss potential collaborations. Meetings
with faculty from MBBE, to discuss overlap
with the molecular biosystems focus, and
with NREM, to discuss overlap with the
agricultural production systems focus, are
ongoing.

● Discussion on how to compare future TAE
curriculum with our benchmark institutions is
also being explored.

A One 
Agriculture 
College in 

Hawai‘i 

● Not an MBT suggestion; developed between
the colleges.

● Initial meeting on  Nov. 21, 2020 at noon.
● Participants:

CTAHR -- Yinphan Tsang, Brent Sipes,
Jenee Odani, Jinzeng Yang, Teresita Amore,
Zhiqiang Cheng
CAFNRM -- Michael Shintaku, Lissa
Tsutsumi, Lorna Tsutsumi, Nicholas Krueger,
Norman Arancon

● Discussion:
○ UHH has many field/farm/animal

resources (e.g., 21 cattle, 17 goats, 11
horses, orchards, 7 greenhouses) which
could provide students hands-on learning
experience.

○ There is much interest to allow students to
spend a summer or a semester on
different campuses to take different
courses and use resources.

○ However, there are also logistic concerns
(e.g., student housing arrangements if a
semester on a different island), who would
pay for those costs.

○ Maybe certain courses (e.g., Biology)
could be taught by one campus and not at
multiple campuses by multiple instructors.

○ There is a system-level challenge that
UHM students can only take UHM
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courses, and UHH students can only take 
UHH courses due to credit and tuition 
differences. We will leave this challenge to 
the upper administration to resolve and 
focus on the feasibility of joint curricula. 

● Next step: we divide into subgroups: a.
Animal relevant courses, b. Plant relevant
courses to discuss the curricula. A meeting is
scheduled for Dec. 4, 2020. All participants
will reconvene to discuss further after the
subgroup meetings.




