
Reading Training #5: 

Expository Text 

Structure 



Starting the Conversation 

 What does expository reading mean? 

 Where do you see expository 

reading material?   

 How does it compare to narrative 

reading material? 

 Think of some examples of 

expository reading that you may have 

seen recently. 

 



Expository Reading 

 Non-fiction 

 Academic reading 

 Broken down into five patterns: 

◦ Description 

◦ Sequence 

◦ Comparison 

◦ Cause & Effect 

◦ Problem & Solution (Tompkins, 2014) 

 



5 PATTERNS OF 
EXPOSITORY 
STRUCTURE 



Description 

 Key words: 

◦ for example 

◦ characteristics are 

◦ such as 
(Tompkins, 2014) 

 

 Staying Organized: 

Lists examples and characteristics of something 



Sequence 

 Key words: 

◦ first, second, third 

◦ next, then, finally 

◦ start off with 
(Tompkins, 2014) 

 

 Staying Organized: 

1. ___________ 

2. ___________ 

3. ___________ 

4. ___________ 

 

Items or events appear in a list or  

chronological order 



Comparison 

 Key words: 

◦ in contrast 

◦ on the other hand 

◦ similarly 

◦ alike; different 
(Tompkins, 2014) 

 

 Staying organized: 

 

Shows how two or more objects are similar  

or different 

Similar Different 

Topic 



Cause and Effect 

 Key Words: 

◦ reasons why 

◦ if … then 

◦ as a result  

◦ therefore, because 
(Tompkins, 2014) 

 

 Staying Organized: 

 

 

One or more causes appear, followed by  

the effects of the causes 
 

Cause 

Effect #1 

Effect #2 

Effect #3 



Problem and Solution 

 Key Words: 

◦ the problem is 

◦ question … answer 

◦ dilemma 

◦ solved 
(Tompkins, 2014) 

 Staying Organized: 

 

A problem (or problems) are presented and 

solutions are given 
 

Problem Solution 



OTHER NONFICTION 
FEATURES: 

How would you use these? 



More Nonfiction Features 

Headings, 

subheadings 

Photos, drawings 

Figures, maps, 

tables 

Review Charts 

 

Margin notes 

Highlighted 

vocabulary 

Glossary 

 Index 
(Tompkins, 2014) 

 

 



Considering Expository Texts 

 How would you define an expository 

text? 

 What are the patterns of an expository 

text? 

  How do you use the features of an 

expository text to your advantage? 



What’s Next? 
Now that you know about 

expository text structure,  

let’s learn some  

reading comprehension strategies! 
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