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Before	you	accept	any	loans:
• Understand	the	terms
• Know	the	repayment	options
• Calculate	how	much	you	will	have	

to	repay

Student Loans

Work
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Federal	and	private	loans	can	
assist	you	in	meeting	your	
graduate	school	expenses	but	
only	take	out	what	you	need.

If	your	graduate	programs	
allows	you	to	work,	start	
looking	for	positions	on	campus	
as	a	teaching	assistant,	
graduate	assistant,	research	
assistant	as	many	time,	these	
positions	come	with	a	tuition	
waiver.

Where	to	find:
q Check	with	your	professors
q Check	the	University	employment	

website
q Check	with	your	University

Loan	charts	&	calculators	on	our	website

**Federal	loans	generally	offer	lower	
interest,	more	repayment	options	
and	do	not	require	strong	credit	
history

How Can You 
Reach Us?

Get in touch!
For	updates	on	presentation	and	
events,	as	well	as	financial	tips,	

find	us	at…

manoa.hawaii.edu/undergrad/finlit

finlit@hawaii.edu

@uhmfinlit

Contact Us
2600	Campus	Rd.

QLC	209
Honolulu,	HI	96822
(808)	956-6572
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1 Check Your 
Finances

Cost of Attendance

Graduate	school	offers	many	
opportunities	but	it	can	be	
expensive.

• Tuition	alone	can	range	from	
$10,000	- $35,000+	per	semester.	
Housing,	meals,	transportation,	
books,	fees	and	other	expenses	are	
additional.

How’s Your Budget
To	ensure	that	you	are	able	to	
afford	your	graduate	school	
expenses	take	a	look	at	your	
budget.

• A	current	budget	to	see	how	much	
money	you	can	start	to	save	
towards	your	graduate	program

• A	budget	of	what	you	expect	you	
will	be	using	in	graduate	school.

Check Your Credit

Federal	PLUS	and	private	loans	
generally	require	strong	credit

• Get	a	free	copy	of	your	credit	
report	at	annualcreditreport.com

• Clean	up	any	negative	information
• Pay	your	bills	on	time
• Pay	down	your	debt

Apply for Financial Assistance
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Complete Your FAFSA

Apply	for	financial	aid,	as	soon	
as	possible	to	increase	your	
chances	of	receiving	some	of	
the	limited	amounts	of	gift	aid	
available	to	graduate	students.

• Completing	your	FAFSA	may	also	
qualify	you	for	certain	Federal	
Student	Loans

• Gift	aid	is	monies	you	do	not	need	
to	repay	such	as	grants

FAFSA	Application
https://fafsa.edu.gov

Application	Opens:	October	1st 2018

Priority	Deadline:	February	1st 2019

Scholarships

Scholarships	are	a	great	source	
to	help	you	pay	for	your	school	
related	expenses	as	they	are	
considered	gift	aid.

• Generally,	scholarships	funds	are	
considered	tax-free	as	long	as	they	
are	used	for	qualified	education	
expenses.

• If	monies	are	used	for	other	
purposes	you	may	have	to	pay	
taxes	on	them.

• Start	your	search	as	early	as	
possible.

• Begin	your	search	at	the	college	
level	before	moving	on	to	the	
university,	state,	federal	levels.

• Remember	never	pay	to	submit	a	
scholarship	application


