
Derek Johnson 
 

AREAS OF EXPERTISE  
 

• Project Management • Outbreak Investigations 

• Statistical Analysis • Infectious Disease Epidemiology 

• Epidemiological Surveillance • Vector Control Methodologies  
 

WORK EXPERIENCE  
 

University of Hawaiʻi at Manoa, Thompson School of Social Work and Public Health 
Assistant Professor         Aug. 2025 - Current 

• Developing time series models forecasting cases of STIs in conjunction with the Hawaii Department of 

Health 

 

Department of Human Services, Med-QUEST    Aug. 2024 – Aug. 2025 

Health Statistician                      Kapolei, HI 

• Managed a team of contractors from Public Consulting Group (PCG) tasked with evaluating healthcare 

services for the state of Hawaii 

• Responsible for the reporting of the Health Analytics Operations (HAO) required by the Centers for 

Medicare & Medicaid Services for the state of Hawaii 

• Oversees the quality control of healthcare organization claims and encounter data for the Hawaii Prepaid 

Medicaid Management Information System (HPMMIS) 
 

Medecins Sans Frontieres (Doctors Without Borders) 
Epidemiology Manager:  Mexico City, Mexico:        April 2022 – August 2024 

Operational Research Manager for MSF CAMINO (Central American and Mexico Integrated Office)      Mexico City, Mexico 

• Managed an epidemiological team tasked with developing operational research in CAMINO sites 

• Responsible for statistical analysis of migration and infectious disease surveillance data 

• Assisted with the implantation of Wolbachia to reduce dengue incidence in Tegucigalpa, Honduras 

• Primary data analyst for studies utilizing the Migration History Tool in Mexico, Honduras, and 

Guatemala. 

 

Epidemiology Manager:  Khartoum, Sudan:       February 2021 – December 2021 

Management of DHIS2 Systems and Refugee Healthcare Survey in East Darfur and El-Gadarif         Khartoum, Sudan 

• Supported the maintenance of DHIS2 data systems for outbreak surveillance in field sites located in East 

Darfur (Kario settlement camp) and El-Gadarif (Um Rakuba settlement camp) Sudan.  

• Lead project coordinator for a health assessment of Um Rakuba settlement camp where 839 households, 

representing 3501 individuals, were surveyed on issues relating to interpersonal violence, access to 

healthcare, mortality, and childhood nutrition. 
 

Epidemiology Manager:  Yangon, Myanmar:         April 2017 – 2019 

Project Manager of Primary and Secondary Health Care Assessment in Naga Self-Administered Zone, Sagaing 

Myanmar 

• Baseline Health Assessment of Mortality and Morbidity in Lahe Township 

o Implemented a retrospective cross-sectional survey incorporating a two-stage cluster sampling 

methodology whereby 30 village clusters were selected from all villages in Lahe Township and 30 houses 

within a village were selected for sampling using a GPS-based sampling method 

o Responsible for statistical analysis of behavioral, social, demographic, and biological indicators related to 

HCV infections.  

Management of Comprehensive HIV/HCV Care Assessment for Vulnerable Populations, Dawei Myanmar 



• Helped manage a household survey on Intra-familial Prevalence of Hepatitis C (HCV) and Hepatitis B (HBV) 

Among Household Members of HIV/HCV Co-infected Patients 

o Prospective study screening family members of 294 HIV/HCV co-infected individuals for HBV, HCV, 

and HIV 

o Data on behavioral, social, demographic, and biological indicators related to infection were collected 

during each visit. HCV genotype was assessed for all individuals who tested positive for HCV. 
 

Epidemiologist:  Arua, Uganda:          January – April 2017 

South Sudan Refugees Response Rhino Camp, Arura Uganda 

Helped manage a household survey Retrospective Mortality and Baseline Health in Rhino Camp, Arura Uganda  

• Managed a team of 12 survey staff members for baseline survey data collection. Retrospective mortality 

and baseline household survey representing over 10,000 individuals among each of the six sectors of 

Rhino settlement camp using a simple random sampling design utilizing random GPS coordinates to 

select households. 
 

University of Alabama at Birmingham, Collaboration with Nepal Fertility Care Center, 
Kathmandu Nepal             2012 - 2015 

National Institutes of Health, Cancer Prevention and Control Training Program (CPCTP) 

• Assessment of High-Risk Human Papillomavirus (HPV) Among Wives of Migrant Workers. Demonstrated 

that the sensitivity and specificity of self-sampled HPV vaginal samples was equivalent to staff-collected 

samples for HPV testing 

University of North Carolina Project-Malawi (UNC Project), Kamuzu Central Hospital, 
Lilongwe, Malawi             2010 -2011 

Fogarty International Clinical Research Scholars Support Center (FICRS-F) 

• Participated in the analysis of retrospective data from 3508 individuals previously enrolled across 5 

separate HIV clinical trials in Lilongwe, Malawi, which was used to assess Tenofovir use and renal 

insufficiency among pregnant and general adult population of HIV-infected, ART-naïve individuals in 

Lilongwe 

 

POSTDOCTORAL TRAINING 
•  

T32 NIDA Substance Use Training Program 
University of California San Diego, 2019 – 2020 

T32 University of California San Diego Training in Substance Use, HIV & Related Infections 
• Developed a Method of Monitoring Statewide Public Interest in PrEP and HIV testing in Near Real-Time by Mining 

Internet Query Data using Google Trends 

 

 

EDUCATION   

Doctor of Philosophy, Epidemiology  

University of Alabama at Birmingham, July 2015  
• Dissertation: Assessment of Sensitivity and Specificity of High-Risk Human Papillomavirus (HPV) Screening by 

Testing Self-Collected HPV Samples Among Wives of Nepali Migrant Workers  

Master of Public Health  

Drexel University, June 2006 
• Master’s Thesis: Assessing the Health and Psychosocial Outcomes of Case Management in Helping People Manage 

Their HIV, Drexel University. 

Dual Major: Bachelor of Science in Biology and Bachelor of Arts in Philosophy 

Northeastern University, June 2004 



 

COMPUTER SKILLS 

SAS / SUDAAN Advanced 8 years 

R Advanced  8 years 

STATA Intermediate 6 years 

QGIS Intermediate 3 years 

Python Intermediate 3 years 

PowerBI Intermediate 2 years 
 

LANGUAGES  

• English:  Fluent / Native Speaker (Level C2) 

• Spanish:  Intermediate (Level B1) 
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