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1. BACKGROUND

The University of Hawai‘i (UH) Healthy Hawai‘i 
Initiative Evaluation Team conducted an evaluation 
project to learn more about the implementation of 
flavored tobacco legislation in other jurisdictions in 
order to plan for a potential statewide ban in 
Hawai‘i. The aim of this project was to identify the 
necessary components that are involved in 
implementing and monitoring a ban on flavored 
tobacco products once legislation has been 
successfully passed. This project was initiated to 
assist the Hawai‘i Department of Health and the 
Hawai‘i Public Health Institute with their legislative 
efforts and program planning.   

2. METHODS
The UH Evaluation Team received institutional
review board (IRB) approval from UH on April 11,
2019. Between April-June 2019, the UH Evaluation
team conducted a total of 14 interviews with 17
tobacco control experts across the United States
and Canada who had expertise in tobacco control
and knowledge of flavored tobacco bans and
restrictions.

Utilizing a semi-structured guide, the interviews 
took place using the audio conference tool Zoom 
and lasted approximately 1 hour each. Recordings 
were transcribed and analyzed for key themes. 

 

3. PARTICIPANTS
All individuals that were invited for an interview
agreed to participate. The participants included
public health professionals, local government

officials, university researchers, health department 
staff, and legal professionals (see figure). These 
individuals had experience with a variety of flavored 
tobacco bans and restrictions, including: policies 
inclusive of vapes and e-cigarettes, policies exclusive 
to traditional tobacco products, full bans, 
restrictions exempting menthol, restrictions 
exempting adult-only retailers, and location-
dependent restrictions (e.g. sales restriction to a 
certain distance from schools).  

4. KEY FINDINGS

Key findings were organized into four overarching 
categories:  

1. Program Planning & Legislative Preparations,
2. Education & Community Outreach,
3. Implementation & Enforcement, and
4. Policy Impact

*Total N exceeds 17 as several participants 
hold dual appointments or have diverse 
professional backgrounds 

A more detailed report and publication are being prepared and will hopefully 
be available later in 2020.

For more information, please contact: 
- UH Evaluator, Becky Rodericks, rebekah7@hawaii.edu, 808-956-0434
- DOH Program Manager, Lila Johnson, lila.johnson@doh.hawaii.gov, 808-586-4662




