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Presentation Objectives

To gain insight into the vital role of indigenous Pacific Islander 
researchers in advancing health equity through their cultural 
expertise.

To identify transferable concepts and best practices from 
successful community-engagement strategies with Pacific 
Islanders for future application.

To learn methods to continue capacity building and sustain 
support in academic-community partnerships with Pacific 
Islanders.
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Study Purpose
1. To increase COVID-19 testing rates 

among Pacific Islanders in Hawai’i, to 
reduce the transmission of SARS-CoV-
2.

2. To learn about Pacific Islanders’ 
knowledge and perceptions about 
COVID-19.

Culturally and linguistically tailored COVID-
19 education and outreach strategies will 
increase uptake of COVID-19 testing 
among Pacific Islanders.

Aims

Central Hypothesis
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Non-Native 
Hawaiian Pacific 
Islanders are the 

indigenous people having 
origins in American Samoa, 
Samoa, Tonga, Tokelau, 
Tuvalu, Tahiti, Maori, Niue, 
Cook Islands, Federated 
States of Micronesia, Kiribati, 
Republic of the Marshall 
Islands, Republic of Palau, 
Guam, the Commonwealth of 
the Northern Mariana Islands, 
Fiji, Papua New Guinea, 
Solomon Islands, Vanuatu, 
and New Caledonia.

Who Are Pacific Islanders?



In Hawai’i, Pacific Islanders 
represent 4% of the state’s 
population but accounted for as 
many as 32% and 28% of COVID-
19 cases, and hospitalizations 
and deaths, respectively.

Pacific Islanders also had the 
highest COVID-19-related 
deaths at 428 per 100,000 
population, compared to all other 
race and ethnic groups.

Data from the Hawai’i Department of Health, 
September 2020.



Puipuia le Ola Study Design
Pre-Post Survey from May 2021 - December 2023

Outreach
Study Website,

Flyers,
Social media,

Zoom Meetings
Phone calls

Radio talk shows,
Posters

RDS
Informed about 

study and recruited 
by family or friend

RADx-UP CDE Survey 
Pre-survey

Educational 
Intervention

COVID Testing,
Curriculum,

Social Media,
Virtual Community 

Events,
Zoom and In-Person 
Talanoa (Meetings)

COVID-19
Testing

At-Home Test

Test Results

RADx-UP CDE Survey
Post-survey

Recruitment & 
Enrollment

Pre-Intervention 
Data Collection

Eligibility 
Screening & 
Enrollment

Informed consent

Intervention 
Implementation

Post-Intervention 
Data Collection

Incentive Incentive

COVID-19 Testing & 
Reporting



Partnerships Were Key Pacific Islanders were employed and trained as 
Field Research Assistants (FRAs), playing a 
crucial role in connecting with communities.

Collaborated with community organizations and 
state agencies such as the Pasefika 
Empowerment and Advancement (PE’A) Inc., PI 
church communities, Project Vision, Papa Ola 
Lokahi, the Native Hawaiian and Pacific Islander 
COVID-19 Response, Resilience, Recovery team 
(NHPI-COVID 19 3R), and various state 
government agencies.

FRAs were zealous and engaged in diverse 
community outreaches to build trust, visibility, 
and promote vaccinations.

Conducted personalized outreach and 
communication for COVID-19 monitoring.



Pacific Islander-Led 
Community Engagement

Active involvement of Pacific Islanders as research 
staff, advisors, and community partners who 
were proficient in Pacific Islander languages and 
cultures.

Implemented linguistically tailored 
communication and outreach strategies (i.e., 
materials written in Pacific Islander languages).

FRAs used diverse channels and user-friendly 
formats for effective dissemination.

Produced regular community reports for sample 
representation.

Church communities, cultural leaders and 
pastors were engaged to encourage participation.

Adapted focus group discussions into culturally 
resonant talanoa (talk story) sessions.

Gathered feedback from Pacific Islanders to shape 
the study and outreach efforts.



Key Descriptive Findings N=3195



COVID-19 Testing Outcomes
71% of participants got tested for COVID-19 and 82% attended COVID-19 testing education.

Culturally and linguistically-tailored education INCREASED 
awareness and readiness of COVID-19 testing among Pacific Islanders:



Lessons Learned on 
Community 

Engagement 

Talanoa sessions gather qualitative 
feedback on strategy impact, shaping 
interventions.

Surveys and questionnaires collected 
quantitative data on community 
perceptions.

Engaging Pacific Islanders in intervention 
research for the first time in Hawai’i posed 
challenges. 

Continued academic-community capacity 
building and partnerships are essential to 
support high-quality education including 
research training for Pacific Islander 
students.



Sustaining Community-
Engaged Research

Deliberate community dissemination phase with various methods, 
including data walks, webinars, zoom meetings, in-person 
sessions, infographics, contact cards, and incentives.

Extensive preparation and practice for presentations, including 
logistics and tailored presentations, and collaboration with 
respective communities and institutions.

PowerPoints were cost-efficient and well-received. Attendees 
were engaged and shared their COVID-19 experiences,
enhancing the interactivity of the presentations. 

Over 1,000 Pacific Islanders attended 10+ data dissemination 
events, in-person and online, to learn about study results so far.

Beyond our direct community engagement, we expanded our 
community and scholarly reach by presenting study outcomes in 
webinars and scientific conferences.



Valuable Lessons for Community Implementation
“Puipuia le Ola” developed a Pacific Islander workforce for community-engaged research and 
health advocacy. This project provided training for Pacific Islander college students and 
community leaders in health-related professions.

There is a NEED for supporting higher education attainment among Pacific Islanders, such as 
the Center for the Advancement of Pacific Islanders (CAP), and projects like Atamai e Tautua 
(With Knowledge We Serve) & Pathways for the Advancement of Pacific Islanders (PAPI) at the 
University of Hawai’i at Mānoa.

We are committed to knowledge dissemination 
and have planned data-sharing, community report 
(written, videos, etc), academic publication, 
conference presentations, and seminars.

Collaborations with other researchers and CBOs 
are integral to address racial disparities, and 
address community needs including resource 
allocation with a focus on social determinants of health 
and continued representation in COVID-19 studies.



Thank you.
Field Research Assistants

Samalaulu “Chrissy” Lam Yuen, Elizabeth Saga-Petaia, 
Samantha Morgan, Meliza Roman, Lacye Yata, Ethan Chee, 

Nicole Yuzon, Pastor Jordan Gallen, Enson Ichin, Binasia 
Joseph, Ivelynn Samson, Roselyn Fautanu, Charish 

Laiuwetsou, Jay Renton, Amelia Arechy, Esther Laumatia, 
Fa’aumuumu Lefiti, Jordan Peterson, Arasi Tuiolemotu, Lilian 

Mikel, Jade Ching, Loyida Mikehl, Jonathan Aoki, Prieta 
Edwin, Mati Salanoa, Antonia Senio

If you would like to donate to Maui 
Fire Hurricane Relief efforts, 

please scan this QR code:

Principal Investigators
Richard Yanagihara and Vivek Nerurkar

Co-Investigators
Tina Tauasosi-Posiulai, Angela Sy, Chathura Siriwardhana, 

Kevin Cassel, Wei-Kung Wang, Neal Palafox



Q&A
Future inquiries can be communicated to

Chelsea Nicholas via cnicho25@hawaii.edu

For more information, visit our website at 
https://manoa.hawaii.edu/puipuia/

…
or scan this QR code:

mailto:cnicho25@hawaii.edu
https://manoa.hawaii.edu/puipuia/
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