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Thank you for your September, 20, 2017 response to our 2017 program review report. 

We have met monthly with Department and Graduate Program Chairs in Cell and Molecular 

Biology (CMB), Developmental Reproductive Biology (DRB), Tropical Medicine (TM), and 
Clinical and Translational Research (CTR) in 2017 and 2018. Additionally, Dean Aune and 

Associate Dean Maeda met with the Program Chairs on April 11, 2018 at JABSOM and VC 
Bruno met with Program Chairs at Manoa in May, 2018. 

The issue of the small programs was discussed extensively. Although merger of two or more of 

the graduate programs in life sciences would create operational and fiscal advantages via 
reduction in duplicative support services, it is our understanding that there is no campus mandate 

for such a change. Given that each graduate program enjoys its autonomy, we do not intend to 

further explore this issue, unless a melded life-science graduate program again becomes a 
mandate of UH Manoa leadership. Thus, resources (e.g. student support and online courses) for 

the graduate programs will have to remain in their respective departments due to financial 
limitations at JABSOM. 

Each graduate program is working to increase enrollment and recruitment. CMB and TM have 

NIH funded training grants to support graduate students. TM has 15 students registered for TM 
GCERT for 2018. All the graduate programs have updated web pages and Facebook pages. The 

programs are using local student media, Ka Leo, and local (e.g. JABSOM Biomedical 

Symposium, Hilo Undergraduate Meetings, Tester Symposium) and national meetings (e.g. 
American Society of Cell Biology, Keystone Meetings, Gordon Conferences) to advertise the 
graduate degree programs. Career options are on the web sites and we now have regular 

seminars with former students presenting by videoconference. Promotional videos about 
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research and student successes have been developed by the programs and are on the JABSOM 
web sites. 

A shared curriculum in biostatistics, bioinformantics, and ethics has been achieved. TM courses 
in bioinformatics (TRMD 653/QHS 610) and biomedical statistics (TRMD 655/QHS 601) have 
received approval to be cross-listed as courses offered by the Quantitative Health Sciences 

program in CIM ~— the home for CTR graduate program. These courses are open to all UHM 
graduate students. All graduate students in CMB, DRB, CTR, and TM are required to enroll in a 

biomedical research ethics course. Historically, two options for this requirement have been the 
Ethics in Biomedical Research (CMB 626, Fall semester) course offered by the Cell and 

Molecular Biology program or the Research Ethics (MICR 614, Spring semester) course offered 
by the Microbiology program. CMB is now offering CMB 626 in both the Fall and Spring 

semesters, consequently most of our students will enroll in this course for their research ethics 
training in the future. 

The CTR Program has undergone a major reorganization to an MS degree-only program 

emphasizing a Clinical Research (CR) or Quantitative Health Sciences (QHS) MS degree. There 
was a major reorganization in leadership, faculty, and coursework. The CR track focuses in 

methods suitable to investigate clinical research topics. The QHS track students will acquire 

skills in biostatistics and bioinformantics and will learn principles and methodologies in basic 
science and clinical/translational research methods. This restructuring has been a success and the 
MS program should continue to grow through recruitment of students and clinical faculty 
members seeking career advancement in research methodology and grantsmanship. The Ph.D. in 
CTR is closed for now and we will reevaluate in the future if it is feasible to restructure this 
degree. 

Student resources, such as library access is a non-issue. This reported issue was due to a 
miscommunication in 2016 between a graduate student and library staff and this was clarified 

and resolved. Graduate students have access to the medical school library during open hours. 

A shuttle from the medical school to UH Manoa has been explored with UH Parking and is 

financially unfeasible. Parking at JABSOM for graduate students will be offered at reduced 
price of $50.00/month (for a limited number of students) vs $100.00/month to faculty and staff in 
Lot C beginning July 2018. JABSOM and UH System continue to explore additional parking 

options for those students who commute to and from Manoa.


