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Undergraduate Time-to-Degree Brief 

 
Time-to-Degree (or Time-to-Completion) measures the length of time students take to 

finish a degree. At the University of Hawai’i at Mānoa, undergraduate Time-to-Degree is reported 
separately for first-time full-time students and transfer students. Before calculating Time-to-
Degree, a cohort must be formed. A cohort consists of the students who completed a bachelor’s 
degree in a given fiscal year. After that cohort has been identified, then it is possible to look 
backwards to measure the amount of time (including summers) between each student’s first term 
as a degree-seeking student and graduation (commencement date). To achieve consistent and 
comparable statistics across years, specific rules are applied to select students for calculation1.  In 
this case, a shorter Time-to-Degree is desirable because it reflects well on the university if a 
student graduates in a timely manner. 

Table 1 shows the recent trend of Time-to-Degree at UHM for undergraduate students who 
started as first-time full-time students, with no prior college experience. The nine years of data 
show a slightly increasing trend from 2009 to 2013, then an improvement of reduced Time-to-
Degree in the most recent four years. On average, a student who starts at the University of Hawai’i 
at Mānoa as a first-time full-time student will earn a bachelor’s degree in less than 5 years.  

Table 1   Time-to-Degree of Undergraduates Who Started as First-time Full-time Students 

 
Note: a downward trend reflects an improved Time-to-Degree 

                                                 
1 Students who pursue multiple degrees at the same time and students who pursue a second bachelor’s degree 
are excluded from this calculation, due to the different requirements for course load and time to graduation. In 
addition, students who have two or more years of time gap between two enrolled semesters are excluded from 
the calculation, because those students may follow different requirements as re-admitted students. Among first-
time full-time students, about 3.5% of students were excluded from this calculation because they had a single 
gap between semesters of more than two years.  
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Table 2 shows the Time-to-Degree of undergraduate students who started as full-time 
transfer students, broken down by educational level at the time of transfer. Full-time status and 
educational level were specified in order to gain consistent and comparable data across cohorts. 
The most recent 2018 data shows that on average, a student who transfers in as a freshman takes 
4.12 years to complete a bachelor’s degree, a sophomore transfer takes around 3.11 years, a junior 
transfer takes 2.58 years, and a senior transfer takes 1.95 years.  

 
 

                   
 

 

   


