November 11, 1943
Dear Moms

Armistice Day - but not very peaceful for me. I just
got through a dry run on the infiltratim course. A dry run
in army term means a practice ma'euver and infiltration course
is where you creep and crawl through barb wires , shell craters
ete. whilethey shoot machine gun bullets over your head. You
probably have read about these courses in magazines. Its not
the feast dangerous - provided you don't decide to give up in the
ridle and walk awsy. Its a lot of fun.

Tast night I dropped in to see Hﬂ&céé Brother in his hut. I went
there with Kiyoshi Iguchi and Toshio Kikuchi. It was a lot of
fun. Thg have all Hawaiian chaps in that hut except one boy from
Utah. The Upblen at the beginning f the encampuent was whether
the Hawaiian boys would be takenever by the lainlanders or the
mainlanders by the Hawaiians. Well - the boy from Utah was
sPezking the Hawaiian pigeon like the rest of them - using the
slangs so peculiar to Hawaii and the terms we use there. Imagine
a boy from Utah saying "Crimiqy“ - but she throw form - what he is%?"
All this talk about the boys®tshamed of their English must Iuve
come from the few University grads around here for the majority
are just too anxias to teach the mainlanders Hawaiian Engish

and ppud of it. The mainlandérs like it too as it is certainly

a lazy man's language - a short cut to expression and as one

said to me - thémost expressive way of speech.

Another thing I found out = the men from the mainlanders don't

get along with¢ach other. The men outside of LA dislike the men
from Calif and prefer Hawaiian lads. There must have been quite

a mﬁhndeistamding at first - between all the different gwoups

until the 100 infantry came here. Then they same in with &
their7fdsts and Hawaiianized +the whole burch. The maindanders

to my surprise are not god mixers. They eat (the officers) together
abttone table and do not mix while our locdl fellers mingle with
theveole officers and are much freer. Perhaps the complex from
rcampment has quite a bif to do with it... the men from the mainland ’
the nissei are giite impresged with the kanakas - the way they
makefriends so easi}y and miigle with thehaole population. I found
out the meaning of the word k6-ténk - ité the hallow sound when

son ething empty falls or is hit. The 100™infantry gave these

boys the term - guess when they heatfuptdén.ithe mainlanders the
resulting sound was giite a kotonk. The Hawaiian lads call them
selves "buraheads" I don't know where they get these nickuames

from - but the latfer is a breadown of'"boburas." So poor Peter

by anthology wduld be half "ko-tonk"and half "burahead" .

Trdor¥tegeem to get enough sleep. I visit these huts every
nightand usily stay late talkimg and getting acquainted. Its
so mdh fun to listen to the boys talk and to hear the mainland
nisseis ibétoming so Hawaiian in their talk. Its great fun.



Had a good lunch - then went out on the field for the final
infiltration course. With machine gun bullets flying over
your headaand occasional bufits of dynamite to kind of give
the atmosphere - it isn't exactly what you would call a
herry half an hour. However, did do credit to myself.

I have rade an allotrient to you for 175 dollars which I hope
will come t0 you regularly. I do not expect to spend the money
I am keeping for my own expense so will send you an occasdonal
check to help things along. I don't think I will spend very
much except for food and laundry. ;

Duéing infiltzatdon today - I followed George Kobayashi
knwing that his big bdy will give me ample protection in

case.anything hapien

T ar kird of glad that we didn't decide to have you come here =
of course it would be grand, but the south is definitely no
placefor my family. The houges are poer and the schools

way below average. I passaﬂiittle village coming inttoday
where some of the officers wives are staying - it looked like
a Teplica of fabaco Road. I was surprised no end to cane
into Hattiesburg and find waiting rooms, drinking fountains,
lavatories ete ete - for colored only and ancther for white
ohly. TherAJAéare considered more on the white shade but

then not too white - however, there is no overt discrimination
nor any riots as was rumored in Hawaii. The place for the
boys is not really too bad - guess its lonesomeness and home
gickness that rakes them @dstikeithe place The haole officers
here despise the south - guess there is still a little feeling
left from the civil war.

¥y address as you already know is 442nd Inf Combat Unit -
Carp Shelby, Nississippi.

T took some pictures at Alice's and expect to have them developed
by nextweeek. You ought to se daddy with his leggins fatigue

and helmwet on - he looks like something out of the comic strip.
The fatigues I bought was large for me - so I had the legs cut
off a little - nevefheless as the body of thédsuit was still a
litle long for me - my 1£s sewmto begin where my knees ought to
ve. However, its very ‘comfortable - and comfort is so much
more important -

I*11 finish off here and right to you ggain soon -

asg ever

WAV
D.—/

//e//- Pcle"
Herta Obechew



