L June 1944

Dear loms

Have been prepéring my things &bl morning and now have a few moments
for myself, Nothing suits! better than writing to you, I don't find so mmch
time to wriie now adays due to the fact that I have no office and have to pretty
near turn up my baggage to find paper and typewriter or ink as the case may be,
This place is certaibly dusty and hot, There is no sense in trying toclean on e's
things as dust gathers on it the next minute,

Cigarettes seem to be the medium of exchange here, The people prefer to
trade in cigarettes instead of money - perhaps because it is & commodity and
easier to trade with, Cigarettes to them must cost about fifty cents whereas
with us it is very cheap, One rather pay his laundry in cigarettes than to
gkve them & half a dollar as it is much cheaper for us, However, I have been
paving my laundress in money as I feel it is much proper. She has several
children all of course on the Moussolini Bonus plan, They are very nice to me
and elthough we speak two different langusges have more or less adopted the
"prete" (priest) in their family, I really don't see how these people live
with wages so low and things sohigh. The father only mékes about a dollar and
a half a day and the two older boys sbout seventy cents apiece, Bread cost a
dollar a loai and not such a big loaf - when one realizee that theyneed severzl
loaves a day -~ they don't earn enough to buy food, much less bread, I belie ve
they eat twice a dmy. Yesterday I happened to drop in during their evening megl
and they were eating fried onions and bread, They are rationed to one poind of
meat per month when and if they eanget it, liatéhes are unheard of and they have
one femily in the block keeping a light on then borrow flame from them,

It is really a lesson to learn how peorle in other parts of the world live,
However, they seem to take their suffering with a shrug which kékes me think
that they are hardened to suffering, I took some pictures of the famil, yester
day and they really love to have their pictures taken,

This seems to be wine country with vines all over the lot - if they would
spend more time on vegetables and less on wine perhaps they could eat better
but they tell me that the crisis for Italy as far as food is pass and from now
on sny change will be for the better, Just think how much Greece & nd other
countries must be suf ering in this wer,

I do hope youhsve be n receiving my letters = you should be getting my first
ones since arriving here about now or perhaps in & week or so, Shigemi sent me
e V mail on the 12 th of last month, Ygur letter mailed later arrived here at
the same time so that it is about even,

I am sending Peter a few things for his show and tell class provided the censors
allow these things togothrough, He willhave a grand time telling his class about
these things I am sure and will be an education in geography for him, The children
in Ttaly do not get very much education - at & very early age they becme apprentices
in their father's trade, The little boy & year or so older then Peter of the fami
ly go out with he father daily to work and learn the trade - such a tender age
to heve to wo k and miss all the fun of childhood, Peter and the rest of the
American children ar indeed veryfortunate,

The populous here must thing America as the land of plenty - the way we eat and
spend our momey, Daily we find little kids rummaging for food in the garbage can
gpabbing antying estd@ble, Gyrbage is garbege anywheres but guess our American garbag
is almost real food to these people,



The officers have been buying cameos to send home, I thought of buying one for
you but will wait until a real bargain turns up &s I am afreid I do not know
wnough about them tepend money on them, However, when we hit & townwhere no
soldiers have been heret € perhaps I ca find & goodone for trade,

Perhaps from how on wn't hear very much from mm as I suspect I will
be very busy but just doj t wor:y about me as I will be ok, I wonder if the
people a. home realizes how awful and terrible war is - I understand people there
are worried about being drafted. The boys really growl when théy hear that
and I don't blame them, Ivery evening a few of the boys in this company go
foraging out for food - a vegetable here, a fish there, and makeup a pretty
good meal without soyu, They call me to their fire and we join in eating and
Just peminis ing about hoge, I hawve & grand time with them,

In & few days, I hope to see Tgkeshi and wil! give him your aloha when I
do see him, Capain Sullivan is around heresomehwr:s but haven't been akle
to locate him as yet, :

Perhaps we will be able td find a chicken somewheres and heve a resl
good meal when I see them,

Take care of yourself and tell Peter of all my doings - he willbe interested
to hear of all these places, Tell him I enjoy all the stories he has been
writing and that dad is real proud,

. Ag for Dunny' offer, Tell him that for the present my only interest is
Waipu.ﬁu and don't empsct to lesave the clurch for qui e some while as yet,
I”built that church towhat it is and it isn't half finished for I have great
visions f@r the town and church,

T ke care of yourself - love to all

love

L



