January 9, 1945

Nearest Hiro,

On Monday the 8th, T received three letters from you, written on Nov. 10, which you
mailed on the 23d; the ones you wrote on 11/28/29, ani 12/1, maild on the 4th; and
the one written on 12/4, gailed on the 7th. Tt was such 2 rslief to hesr from you after
a month and and a half without any word from you. We can underctand now why you couli-
)t write, when you were moving around so much— but for each day we don't hear from
you, a million and one awful thoughtc come inte cur minls, and it certainly keep: ppe
on edge. We are co proud of your group ani the excellent receri youtve a1l maie,
for we read about it in the papers, and glad that you got the long-neeied recst.

Nne of the girl'e I know received a letter from her boy friend there, and he said he
was near the French Riviera, ani the tlps while on rest, what could be nicer. I am
wondering if thatt's where you last wrote from, for the detcription counis vefy much
like it. Tt must be quite come experience to be ceeing 211 those famous &pots, but

we know that the circumestances alter the cacses, and it isn't 211 in fun. Still T can
imagine what a Iuxury it must be to have a rest period, when you e2n arain eat decent
food, wear chothes, shave, keep warm, visit people, ani go choppingl The prices you
quoted are terrific, and it seems a shame that things are so exorbitant. I suppose
whereever American soldggrs go, the itching palmis in evidence— as for sending me
perfume or other lusuries please don't think of it- for T'4 much rather you spent the
money for other shings for yourself, or just to save it for = rainy day. You acsked
about how much we have saved in bonds— up to date it i: #1125.00 worth, which i= a
good nest egg, for the children's education. We al:zo have over #1000.00 in our savines
account now too. Do you remember the dsy we used to wish we had a #100.00 .in savinge~
and now I feel almost wealthy with so much saved for a rainy day. T hope that wetll
have enough saved to build a home and see the world someday too. With the nT bill of
rights in effect, we could borrow money for the future home, couldin't we? snd what

a house we'll have. Even Peter has a part in plamning it alresdy-— he wants several
play-rooms, he says, where he can store his toys and junk. Then pretty soon Jane will
want to have the same— so it looks like nothing less than 2 4 bediroom house will do
for the Higuchi'si

we are all well— thank God for that. Cfo far lsst year we all enjoyel cood heakth-
and hope that 1945 will be the same. Te hope that you won't #& the flu or some cuch
illness— but know how much you'd like that rest you mentioned. So please toke good
care of yourself. The pictures you tzent weye good- Peter was =o thrilled to see you
again. The Hamanaka boy looke like a nice kid— Jiro said that they heard from Yamatec
in Ttaly the other day- he's doing testing, snd other cimilar work- sort of back to
school tescher days—— he felt that maybe you thought he wa= not s pood solidier ani he
felt badly he couldn't stay with you and the gang—— and tent me his recardis. That was
certainly nice of him-— I am planning to seni his wife :zome of those pictures you sent
me of him earlier- L

rhout the allottment—— the increase will come in handy, but we are getting along all
right on what you've been seniing plus my salary- o hope you won't deprive yourself
of some extra comforts dear. ™ hen I read of the terrible prices= you have to pay for
things there, and the poverty and need of the people, we feel very selficsh andi unde-
serving of the good comforts we still mve here. Thinges that are o commonplace to us
like soap, bread, meat and butter—— we now realize how much we chould be thankful for
them. We can still feed our children good food, plenty of milk, citrus fruits, ete-
ani how starved and hungry the children of Europe must be—— I am wondering if you
could send me the address of that Italian lady who is having the baby- 4o you think

T could send  her something directly- or is the m2il service to Pome still discontinued
from America. I don't want to burden you with extra packages, co wonder if it wouldn't
be hetter to mail them directly to her-

The days seem to fly by c=o quickly. Fach day we hope and pray will be the end of this
awful mess. The radio commentator said the other day, that smerica will just bﬁfﬁ;
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to realize the grimness of war this year as much more refrenchment and curtailing will
have to be done. The Presiden't speech calling for national mobilization sounds as if
boys and men will be continuously drafted to revlﬁce you folks, and we all now realize
that we must expect this to be a long, hard war. I hope that it won't be =0, but we
really should as a nation become more sobered and sacrifice more for all of you. I
don't think a lot of people realize that yed— and it will csoon hit them =cuare between
the eyes. During Xmas week we were coberel by the fact that the rerman counter-
offensive had started—- those few days were hard days—— we felt little of the Xmas
cheer this year, knowing whut you were all going through. However, the news there
past few days is better, and we hope that a1l is well with yom ani the boy=. Your
group has such a good reputation— but the casualitiec encounterei are hard to tske.
T know what a job you have before you, and what goood you'e doing for the boy:. Every-
one is proud of you. As T told you previously, the Hawaii Times hai two large pictures
of you recently conducting services—— one a service just before qoing into battle, the
other a memorial service for 82 casualties of the 2nd Battalion.' The write up accomp-
anying it was very dramatic—— then on Friday 7tan. 5th the cafr rulliten hed your picture
(the awful one of you taken when you were a civilisn with glasces on, maie you look
like mMr. Moto), but, with a very graphic account of a service you hai coniucted for the
boys in the 7th Army. So many pe<ple have commentei to me sbout it, ani they ask that
you know they are praying for you, and proud of the good work you! ~doing for the boys.

T last wrote you on Feidey Thursday Jan. 4th. pRill Norwood cent me the proffs of the
two pictures T mentioned above-— it was so nice of him. They hai the rp write ups
attached to them. Peter was so thrilled to see you " in eation". I cleaned out the
playroom that day— it is still piled up with junk. wartin is getting me a book case
to put some of your books in. T still hve them in boxds on the floor which takes up
lots of space. Late that afternnon, Mrs. Tkinaga of maipahu, neorge's mother, came
over and brought us three cartons of fresh eggs, to thank us for arraneging with rlice
to send eorge that box of eats some time ago. It seems although it was meiled a long
time ago by Alice, it only reached him just before ¥mas, due to your moving around so
much. How is he— do you see him?

On Friday the 5th, I cldaned house, mended clothes. I received s vmas cari from the
Clrence Glicks— I had sent Noris a hibwiscus pin a long time ago tn thank her fo?
entertaining you— they sent you their regards. OQSAturiay the 6th, I went chopplng
in waipahu-— saw Mrs. msugawa at the store— and also met Mrs. Yoei, who lost her son
in France—— did you know the boy/ Tt alway:s makes me feel co badly to cee these
bereaved mothers— for while there is life there is hope, but with their boy= “ead,
the grim realization that they never will return hits them hari. I stoppei at the
Iguchi's on the way and brought them some lettuce T found in Waipahu- vicited the

S8zuki's and Tkeda's. Peter received the wrench book on andmals you s¢nt on i let.
Of course he can't understand it, but he got a big kick out of my realing the French
to him, and he will take it to chow and tell. Tn the evening Petgr and I went %o
the camp show and saw "Mrs. Parkington"— being the end of his vacition, we sort of
ended it with a bang by taking in the show. They have very comfqrtable ceats now
built in the .camp show place—

on Sunday I resumed Sunday School. Then Martin casme over, and T took him ani peter

to the Hironaka's for their 20th wedding luau. Tt was a humdinger lusu-- the real
donoy, poi, pig, fish, lomi-lomi, coconut, pineapple, raw fich, souild, chikken luau,
etc. A very fine Hawaiian orchestra played and some huid dancing w#:c done by the
guests. It was a very nice affair, and T only wich you might have lseen there. They
must have had sbout 300 people there in the yard—— Martin was very ¢onspicuous with his
many decorations— poor kid whereever he goes, peorie can't help but notice them,

and he has to wear them—— orders. Anyways I was cuite impressed by the fact that

there were several haole soldiere there, and they 21l came up to Mariiin to chake hands
with him, and to thank him for a job well-done. Tt was gratifying to know how other
6I's felt— and made Martin feel embarrassed but happy. I thought to myself what a oueer
world this is, when on the mainland that Oregon begionaire group st¥ack out the names
of the 16 nisseif solders from its towns honor-roll; and here in Hawaii haole soldiers
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will take it upon themselves to come up and thank a returned ayr for his contribution.
It all goes to show that they know what we' re fighting for, shereas that Tegionamie
group doesn't. Anyways the fly in the ointment was our pal Maca Katagiri. He was
there in all his pomp and glory, bragging =bout thlermbergency Morale committee ani how
they had been the group to sponsor the 100th, =and etc. I thought to myself, how could
any decent human being have the gall te talk like that to a wounded returned vetersn
claiming self-—glory for sending boys into battlet It doesn't make sense. Martin was
sore as heck, but too polite to say anything, but he said that somedsy when one of those
guys opens his mouth again , he's going to give hima piece of his mind, and T can't zay
I'd blame him. Mineo K. is bakk you know. He's getting marriei to Louiss cacai Machara!
sister, Nubu, this month. mhey will take over the work at Wumami Church. ceido has
gone to Kapaa, Kauai. Masa drinks a lot too- he's my idea of a heel. snyways, wartin
anjoyed it immensely, and said it was the first luau in four years— Tkept thinkings to |
myself all the time-— how you would enjoy the foei, and how we must have a lusm for you
when you return, but then, I know that youtll have endless invitations to lusus then.
Martin had to leave for his camp right after - in the evéing, I pickedi up Margaret and
Takayo and we went to Church . Ceorge Coale =poke. Katg\pTETiieﬁ. Eate hadl just come
back from a three day conference at Mii Pacific for youne peorle. T underctand thst
it was some conference— some Baptict revigalist influeesce comehow cot into the conferent
and they held testimoniasls, ani had zome of the young people in hesrkgctericc bud-

by confessions, testaiwonials, ecrying, tc. P=ul Waterhouse's gang wst amons the
group who led the testimonials. They even told ~umny off—- 2ni said his kind of
religion was the bunk. Can you imagine that! uite 2 number of our young people

attended, but all boys. TIncidentally, the Miho's hewe— are gring to have a baby in
July— guess the church people must think that it is traditional for ite minister:

to have early familliest I undebstand; Kat's mother hac appliei to go to the meinland
to join his father in the internment center; she ic very unhappy with ¥atouro and hi-
wife. You know what a big blow he is, it ceems they are very inconsiderate of her-
This war is bringin\so many hardishipe to people in 21l ways, ienft it.

Yesterday, Monday, I had a very busy day. Had my Waipahu wigh club, ®wa club, thsn an
Fwa council meeting at Winnie Bowmans till 5:00. Barefly ot home to change sndi eat,
then picked up Jiro, and we wemt to Waipahu to the social club, where they hai =

meeting to discuss the possibility of setting up a teen-age canteen in msipahu. It ceme
@an the request of some 200 high school students who feel that there ic little or no
recreational lige for them in that town. with ¥ he Commnity House now the men, there
ien't any gathering place, and it it a sorry cituation. T can't tee why somebody can't
do something asbout it—— after all rharity beings at home so they say. Tell anyways,

the meeting last night was quite a revelation. 1Bbout a half dozen ®f the high school
kids came. My boss, Miss chaw, sppke on the canteen movement- and it was decided that
the kids would form a committee and choose from thoee present an adult advicory committee,
It was +the nearest*ilng to a comwunity council T've ever seen in waipahu, and thought

to myself, how often you longed for such a group. Keith Tester shnt of pushed it I think,
He and Mrs. Tester«weye ¢ there, Mre. wrckine, Mrs. Kerns, Mr. Mikami, Rev. Sznta Ainag
Mrs, wightman, Father Vierrz, an army chaplain, rl@e Myer, rranky Wat=nabe, Wajor ~kadis,
Shigemi, and a contingent from our Church. FKats was temporary chairman of the meetine.
The ve were many others there too, but cant't remember 211 their namec. Wr. Yemsne was
there too. Keith was so glad to learn T had c=ome mzil from you, as when he vicitel =
few days ago, I told him I was worried a= T hadn't hesrd from you for such = long time.
They thought it would be poscsible to have such a canteen in the former lansuace school,
Mr, Mikemi who it on the Rosrd of nirectors of the school, felt that the rest of the
Boari would consent readily to turn it over for that purpoc-e. The school building has
been sitting idle for a year now—— its = shame somethines can't be -one with it.

e heard yesterday from Alice and Hank too. #2lice said she hai received the bhatch of

s caris you sent her to mail out; 2lso your reguest for abalone. “he has csent te
Chicago for some and will mmil it to you. The let#®r was written onDmc. 28th; Gho's
draft derferment expired on nec. 30th =o we are wondering what has become of him. They
all had Xmas dinner at Hank's. Wenk has Paul Paimatc wife, Tets, staying with them now
too, as Paul left for overaeas the end of Wovember.

}
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Do you ever see George Ziima. wank says he hain't hesrd from you for months, but

heard indirectly through Ruster Suzuki and feorge 7aima thalyou were o.k. Babe is
having some difficulty in Tong Tsland, as che i= charing the house with 2 couple, and
the wife won t do anyof the houseworX, so mabe has to do all of it, etc. Both #lice
ani Wank were dabious about going back to T.r., although Hank ani Sho both feel in the
spring they will go back to lodk over the cituation, and the house. wank micht be
drafted too- in which event they will all have to make adjustmente. They have all
joined nr. Richt's church. Ithink you attended it when you were there, 4idn't you?

Hank says that most of the nissei are hesitant about going back b the coast. hey are
pretty well— established where they are by now, and are in fairly rgood jobs.-rhey don't
want to go back and face a hostile community, or to sell fruits, work as gardeners, ete
again. There was an article in the paper the other day, it =said come 15,000 vital

jobs as farmers, etc were open to nissei in nalifornia, but so far no one has come back
to them. They are usuing ferman war primoners in some of the farme in Calif, and they
would rather have the nissei. It will be a decgirion each indiviiusl nicssei will have
to make by himself- and many changes will occur. Alice =aid that some of our neighbors
in T..4 woote her that they hoped she wouldl come back- which shows that meny of their
fiiends stuck by them through thick and thin. They aee the same ones who used to

go out to fanta Anita and take out food to them those first awful days, Mr. vobaysshi .
plans to return to his }ancaster farm in the spring if all goes well-— so a few of them
definitely plan on returning.

Today T had to go to the Y for my weekly staff meeting by 8:30. wad lunch 4 the Y,
then to maipahu to pic k up the kids. T didn t have my elementary school club today,
so went to the Ewa store and bought peter 2 pair of shoes. He now wears 1% 1/2; =
half size more, will be size 1, adult size. He rarely wearc choes, only when we eo to
townt T received Xmas cards from Lois Parsons in Md; she sent you her regsris;

Bug Mukaye'!s mother at fmache(were in the Phillipines you know)s; zni from Yse ani fen

Nakamura. I had wondered about Yae 2ll these years, ani was glal to hear from her

in Chicago. Gen is working with Al Wozaki, in hic architecturzl line- so i< usine his=
talents. T think theKucayanagi or's. are c¢till at Manzanar camp.

Tonight I went to the Tione club dinner with Mr. and Mre. cuzuki. Jhey are always =o
nice to take me to ladies wights. It was the annual feast for the blind, ani they had
a very interesiing demonstration of the work done for the blind, with one of the blind
girls speaking and éemonstrating. The usual horceplay was in evidence. John Beck

- presided tonight. Many of the members came up to me to comment sbout the article they
" had read in the Star Bulliten about you, and sent their regerdcs, Jimmy wuchima, Han |
Sem Yee, and others. Jimmy said he had zent a feather lei to Earl Winch in Hattiesbure.

Some of the boys there had written Jimmy saying they had #68.00 saved to buy Mr, mindh
a lei, but Jimmy told them to keep the money, and he sent him one grati.

Tomorrow T will be busy with the b again. Mps. Suzuki is givine me 2 massage in the
morning. At night I will go to the Church to a forum on "Our ggﬂrmn?ibiiity to the
Returning veteran®. Lorne pell of the Y is going to be the cspeakew: The yMpis sponsorin
it. And so on it goes, one day as busy as the next-— all hastening to the day when
you'll be home with us dear.

|

Peter is mite a checker player now. Sgystc he wants to be tricky like you and beat you
when you come back. ?e plays two peoble's hands by himself and is quite a whizz. Hets
got obachan pleying it with him 2t nightcs ndwl Jane is trying to take a step now-
she jabbers all the time, baby talk— and i such 2 darling.  che cays dada% for
daddy— and "mama" guite well., Mpst of the time she's saying rughr. And what an
appetite she has— just like the old man! :

This is ‘a1l for now, dear— it is almost 11 pam. so T think T'11l go to bed. —=eek
cweet dreams, dear— plesse take care of yourself—— it can't last forever can it.
me're thinking of you and praying for you every minute of the day-- ani we have co

much to make up for when you ¢iom e back.
2111l my love, W

an- order.



