4 December 1u44

Dear NMom:

Am in my cozy littde office high up above the world - my
office perched on a crag with a patio on the one sids which affords one
the most beautiful scene in the world, When thewar is over and we are
at peace again - you must come with me to this heavenly spot, for in
all mytrswels I have never been in such a beautiful place.

Got up this morning - we have breakf.st at eight now. A luxury hour .
for the army and then after breakfast rode a mule for almost three
hours to visit ore of our outposts., They Have villages in the most
godforsaken places around here - perched on the side of a mountain or
in a narrow valley with seemingly no means of sustenance or industry.
The .platoon was ok and had a short little 'service for them there,
There was no shelling when I was there so it was rather peaceful.

The officers kid me about ridingon a mule - it remind d me so much
of the time you and 1 went on our honeymoon to the Waimea ranch -
except a mule is much better for this kind of a terrain., Sheer drops
on both sides as we ambled along. It was really something. Found a
French helmet which I picked up and will send it &0 Peter toute suite.
Tomroow I go to another area - this area is the more dangerous of all
as the Bllemain shoot some big ones in there but I went there Sunda

and it was alright. I try to visit each group as much as I can - and as
we are spread out so much it is kind of tough.

I"Have sstablTsheta ITtiie teyréom—fnr-this-plece we-ateuaubond oo —lesne

. the men can come in and write letters or read a book or something. I
will have hot coffee for them whenever they want it and all in a1

expect it to be almost like garrison 1life., This is the kind of a war

we dream about. Wish all wars were like this - but someaay I suppose

we wlllhave a nightmare again, I understand this deal is because the

higher ups fiere so0 pleased with our work tha& they gave us this rest

ful job. It isn't so restful though as we have had a few casualties

and a few deaths. But not like the lest area we weee in. -

I found a letter I wrote to you somewhile ago. I will mail it so don't
think that it came late - it was just mailed late. Hope you received the
money I sent you. I will b? paid pretty soon but will keep the money
for the time being as I doi t know just what: will be coming next. We
hardly ever use money then all of a sudden we hit a new area and get

a pass or something and with the prices of things and with nothing else
to do - we spdil outselves by overspending. - :

I have the hand organ with me so I am practicing on Xmas hymns hoping

that by Christmas time I willbe ableto play a few carols. The boys enjoy
singing and I uo want to make this Christmas very real to them, My
sermon last sunday empahsize the theme that this year's Christmas in
spite of war and hatreds should be the most realistic one tot hem PBor

out here at the f ont without any tinsels and commercialism of Christmas
we realize how necessarya nd how rezlly important the Christmas message
ise. This mustbe a thinking and a spiritual Xmas for them.

Take care of yourself mom and I will write soon again.

love

Lo



