PRESERVATION OF THE LULUKU AGRICULTURAL
TERRACES, HAWAII.

A series of walled agricultural terraces and irrigation ditches built
on the Island of 0'ahu, Hawai'i, before contact and dated to the 11th and
12th centuries, A.D., are at this moment in danger of being destroyed by
the State Governemt Highway H-3. The State Highway Department 3lapped a
Restricted notice on the archaeological report to prevent knowledge of the
sites from the public.

Because Federal funds are involved, the State of Hawai'i administration
has requested the U.S. Congress to exempt it from all environmental laws in
the construction of this highway.

Covering an area of more than 10 acres, the terraces are one of the
few remaining examples of agricultural pondfields built by precontact
Hawaiian farmers.. ;

Because of their location next to a large County Regional Park, the
terraces, if preserved, would be an ideal educational experience for school
children and adults in conducted tours from the Park.

The most forward Members- of the Hawaiian community support preservation
of these terraces and their irrigation systems as important elements of the
cultural remains of their civilization.

Prominent archaeologists such as Drs. Patrick Kirch, Bion Griffin,

Paul Rosendahl, Allan Haun and Matthew Spriggs all agree that these sites
should be preserved. Professor Michael Day, Chairman, suggested a resolution
can only be offered to the Congress from one or more of the sessions.

. Therefore, I ask if it is possible to have a show of hands to judge support
for this proposal?

Marion Kelly

Ethnic Studies Program
University of Hawaii, Manoa
Honolulu, Hawaii.

Note: The show of hands was unanimous and there were shouts of approval from

the approximate 100 participants of the Congress at the session.
MK
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A RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF THE PRESERVATION
AND PROTECTION OF THE LULUKU AGRICULTURAL
TERRACES IN KANE'OHE, O'AHU, HAWAI'I,*

WHEREAS, the Luluku Agricultural Terraces are among the last few
known remaining examples of Hawaiian walled, agricultural terraces with
their accompanying irrigation system on the Island of 0'ahu, Hawai'i, and

WHEREAS, these terraces are extensive in that they cover an area of
over ten acres and include a number of important additional sites already
identified as significant, and

WHEREAS, these terraces have been dated to the 11th and 12th centuries
A.D., and are the oldest known terraces in the Hawaiian Islands, and

WHEREAS, the Luluku Agricultural Terraces are considered by a number
of highly-qualified archaeologists to be among the best examples of
irrigated terraces in Hawai'i, and

WHEREAS, the entire complex of sites has excellent potential for
preservation and bromotion of traditional Hawaiian culture and ethnic identity,

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the World Archaeological Congress
supports the protection and preservation of the Luluku Agricultural Terraces
and the development of this significant agricultural complex as an
educational tool, to provide future generations with a better understanding

of the cultural contributions and achievements of Hawaiian civilization.

This resolution was submitted to the Chairman of the Executive

along with the statement read at one of the

with the expectation that the resolution would

Unfortunately this never happened.
M.K.

* Note:
Commi ttee, Dr. M. H. Day,
meetings of the Congress,
be brought up at the Plenary Session.
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