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UNIVERSITY OF HAWAI'I AT MĀNOA INTERNATIONAL NEWSLETTER

Higher Education worldwide is not now what it was at the beginning of 2020 and looks very unlikely to
be returning to what it was. The pandemic has forced us to adapt rapidly to virtual engagement on
many fronts--from instruction to research, to administration, even to socializing.  International
Education in the US has been hit especially hard by the triple challenges of the pandemic, the
economic crisis, and immigration policy.  At UH Mānoa, as at many institutions across the country,
our international staff has been scrambling to keep up with changing rules on immigration, travel
restrictions, and health protocols--responding to a deluge of inquiries from students, faculty, and staff.
A Big Mahalo to all of them!   Whatʻs can we expect next?  The incoming administration has pledged
to ameliorate US international relations and immigration policy, with likely rollbacks of executive
orders that have been vexing to say the least.  News of an effective vaccine also promises easier
mobility.  At the same time, the global turn to the virtual will certainly have lasting impact on how we
interact.  While not replacing physical mobility, it is already proving its great potential for intensifying
our efforts at international communication—the “mobility of ideas and ideologies” as Dr. Fazal Rizvi
(University of Melbourne) put it in a recent webinar organized by Hong Kong University.  Here at UHM
we have task forces working on internationalization at home and on virtual exchange (curricular and
co-curricular), and establishing a smooth path for international students to pursue a degree offered
fully online, while remaining in their home country. Let me conclude by sharing these words from a
statement issued on November 12 by NAFSA Executive Director and CEO Esther Brimmer: “We see
encouraging signs that suggest a more favorable climate for international education, science, and
engagement with the world. The need for international education has never been greater… Just as
the COVID-19 virus knows no borders, neither should the solutions to it.  To emerge from this crisis
we will need to rely on global collaboration.”

I N T E R N A T I O N A L  E D U C A T I O N :   L O O K I N G  A H E A D  F R O M  N O V E M B E R  2 0 2 0

R. Anderson Sutton, Assistant Vice Chancellor for International & Exchange Programs

Pictured: The Department of Second Language Studies Student Association Graduation Cooler (See page 4)
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To browse the conference planner
visit http://go.hawaii.edu/36g and

email regions@nafsa.org to access
session videos  on-demand until

December 31, 2020.

   CONFERENCE PLANNER

International educators from Hawaiʻi
and Pacific Islands, California and
Nevada came together for the first

virtual NAFSA Region XII conference
from October 19-23, 2020. The

conference is a unique opportunity
to participate in professional
development, network with

accomplished colleagues, and stay
current with the latest trends. 

Conference Co-Chairs:                                            
Rikki Mitsunaga and Dennis Chase
Plenary Speakers: Joel Weaver
Communications: Shelley Hillberry
Content and Presenter: Vinnie Burns
Community Service: Shannon Mark
Professional Development and
Presenter:  Xiaoxin Ivy Mu
Presenter: Michiko Kahmann
Presenter: Daniel T. Ferguson
Presenter: Karen Michael Mikel
Keynote Speakers:                                                   
Deane Neubauer and Andy Sutton

 

UH MĀNOA CONFERENCE
TEAM MEMBERS AND

PRESENTERS

http://go.hawaii.edu/36g
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"MIX could change
your life. You won't

regret it!"

I spent my sophomore year (2018-2019) at Sophia University and spring of my junior
year (2020) at Keio University, both in Tokyo, Japan. I studied Japanese language courses
and courses in Japanese politics and economics to complement my Political Science
major, Economics minor at UH Manoa. My classes at Sophia University were mostly
large lectures and due to the COVID-19 pandemic all of my courses at Keio University
were online. The classes were small (10-15 students) and encouraged participating in
discussions with other exchange students from universities around the world.

While studying at Sophia University for a year, I took full advantage of my two month
spring break and traveled throughout Southeast Asia, eastern Russia and South Korea.
More recently, I interned with Shine On! Kids, a non-profit organization that supports
children with cancer and other serious illnesses. Many of my new classmates in Japan
were interning at their country's embassy in Tokyo and they inspired me to intern in the
U.S. Embassy in the Netherlands earlier this year. I took full advantage of traveling
around Europe visiting France, Belgium, and Germany!

The friends I made overseas made my experience the most memorable.  I lived in a
shared house with exchange students from around the world and the multicultural
environment was a very inspiring space.  I was unexpectedly exposed to many diverse
people and cultures outside of Japan.  Growing up rather isolated in Kihei, Maui it was
hard for me to imagine living anywhere else than Hawaii. My experience overseas
shaped my future goals, broadened my horizons and exposed me to many
opportunities. The Mānoa International Exchange program is wonderful. It’s not only a
fun experience abroad, but MIX could change your life. You won't regret it!

The Sapporo Snow
Festival in Hokkaido,
Japan that features

spectacular snow and ice
sculptures was started in

1950 by high school
students. 

MY
EXCHANGE
BY HANNA CLAERBOUT

https://manoa.hawaii.edu/mix/


SECOND LANGUAGE STUDIES
College of Arts, Languages & Letters

SLS COLLOQUIUM
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The 21st century makes it clear that this is a 
multilingual multicultural world. Arguably, the 
majority of the world’s population are, to one degree 
or another, multilingual and multicultural. Certainly, 
monolingual nations are the exception. Individuals 
who can communicate in an additional language have 
higher incomes; countries with substantial 
multilingual populations may have higher GDPs as a 
result. Less materially, an understanding of the 
different peoples of the world is enabled by a 
command of additional languages. Some would say 
that communication across cultural and linguistic 
borders is highly desirable, perhaps essential, as the 
century goes forward, because the many physical 
challenges we face to sustainability are going to be 
accompanied by challenges to neighborliness, and 
intercultural communication across languages will be 
essential to preserve solidarity in the coming times 
of stress arising from global heating (and big power 
friction). At a lower level, the idea of using one’s first 
or second language to be globally mobile (especially 
to teach English or another language around the 
world) is rightly attractive to Second Language 
Studies students, and the ability to continue to do so 
with an MA or a PhD keeps students coming back.

New for 2021, the SLS undergraduate program now 
has two minors to complement our BA major. The 
minor in SLS-language teaching is intended for 
students who have an interest in building their 
practical skills toward teaching a language they know 
well. For example, a Japanese major might choose 
the SLS-language teaching minor in order to teach in 
an after-school Japanese program. The general SLS 
minor is intended to give students a broad and 
customizable knowledge base in second language 
learning or use. A tourism major, for example, might 
want to enhance their understanding of how 
international visitors interact with promotional 
materials for a tour business. Both minors include 
foundational core courses and opportunities for 
students to choose electives that meet their 
individual goals.

Pictured: Spring 2020 Welcome Cooler (top) and 
BAM or BA+MA pathway students (bottom).

The SLS Thursday Colloquium (“Brown Bag”)
series includes both research presentations

and those directed at professional concerns. It
is a space where students, faculty, and staff of
the department come together to listen to and

discuss ideas new and old. This fall 2020
semester, all Brown Bag presentations were
moved to Zoom. For a list of presentations

visit http://go.hawaii.edu/st3.

https://www.hawaii.edu/sls/
https://www.hawaii.edu/sls/thursdaybrownbag/
http://go.hawaii.edu/st3
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The Department of Second Language Studies is
very strongly international oriented. The DSLS  has
had international partnerships with various
universities outside the country including a Dual
MA program with Sookmyung Women’s University
(Korea) and informal agreements with Ewha
Womans University (Korea), Hankuk University of
Foreign Studies (Korea), and the International
Graduate School of English (Korea). In addition to
these partnerships, DSLS offers a 3+2 program
with certain universities in China and a Visiting
Colleague Program.    

The Department is a strongly research-oriented
department, and all faculty maintain very active
research agendas, publications from which are
archived in their respective homepages. Together
with the Department of Linguistics, we support the
Language Analysis and Experimentation Labs (LAE
Labs), several sites within Moore Hall that have the
necessary facilities for experimental work on first
and second language use, acquisition, and
processing. Our EAP instructional programs, the
English Language Institute and Hawai’i English
Language Program, have as part of their mission
and capabilities the support of SLS teacher
development practices, supporting teaching
practicums, as well as facilitating research in
classroom L2 instruction in English by SLS students
and professors.

Most speakers worldwide speak more than one
language. Second Language Studies (SLS) is an
interdisciplinary field that addresses the learning,
teaching, analysis, and use of second (or multiple)
languages. The field examines both applied and
theoretical perspectives in the study of
multilingualism in all of its diversity. The
Department of SLS (DSLS) at the University of
Hawai‘i at Mānoa is an internationally leading
institution in its field. DSLS faculty and students
examine second language use and learning from
educational, linguistic, psychological, sociological,
and anthropological perspectives. Faculty expertise
in a wide range of research approaches and
practice domains offers students exceptional
opportunities to pursue their career goals as
language professionals and researchers worldwide.

Until the year 2000, the DSLS was the Department
of English as a Second Language (ESL). It is true
that even now, many professors in the department
have an affinity for areas such as ESL and Teaching
English to Speakers of Other Language (TESOL).
While it is then correct that our degree and
certificate programs are relevant to those
interested in ESL and TESOL, they also go well
beyond those areas, in regard to the use, learning,
teaching, and analysis of almost any and all
second, additional, heritage, and world languages. 

SLS offers a BA degree in Second Language
Studies, two minors, a BAMA Pathway, MA degree
with 5 different tracks (Language Education,
Second Language Acquisition, Language and Social
Interaction, Critical Second Language Studies, and
Language Assessment, Measurement, and Program
Evaluation), an Advanced Graduate Certificate in
Second Language Studies and one in Second
Language Studies - Spanish Applied Linguistics,
and a PhD program. We also offer two English as a
Second Language programs. The English Language
Institute (ELI) is for matriculated students, and the
Hawai‘i English Language Program (HELP) is for
non-matriculated students.
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SLS Alumni Around the Globe 
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https://www.hawaii.edu/sls/
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http://go.hawaii.edu/3QJ
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https://www.facebook.com/events/376900750124925/
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https://forms.gle/e8H7uACWeoAgqe2h7
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UH MĀNOA INTERNATIONAL
EDUCATION LINKS
FACULTY AND SCHOLAR IMMIGRATION SERVICES (FSIS): 
FSIS provides immigration services and advising for departments,
international visiting scholars, and employees across the University
of Hawai‘i System. 
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INTERNATIONAL STUDENT SERVICES (ISS): 
ISS is the primary university resource for international students in
areas ranging from immigration advising to cross-cultural adjustment.
They consult with the greater community on related issues.

COLLEGE OF EDUCATION (COE) – INTERNATIONAL ACTIVITIES: 
COE develops and maintains sustainable international agreements and partnerships in higher education with institutions in China,
Japan, Kazakhstan, Norway, Russia, and Vietnam. Activities include collaborative research projects, educational conferences, and
student/faculty exchanges. COE annually hosts numerous visiting scholars interested in studying with COE faculty and exchanging
expertise.

UHM STUDY ABROAD CENTER (SAC): 
SAC provides summer, semester, and year-long study abroad programs for undergraduate student. Faculty are able to teach,
mentor students, develop new courses, and pursue their research interests. Students earn UH Mānoa credits for coursework
completed overseas.

MĀNOA INTERNATIONAL EXCHANGE (MIX): 
MIX facilitates partnerships with outstanding universities around the world to the benefit of UH Mānoa students, faculty, and staff.
MIX promotes cross-cultural education and understanding through the enrollment of international exchange students; and
providing UH Mānoa students with study abroad opportunities that have a transformative and positive effect on their lives.

COLLEGE OF SOCIAL SCIENCES (CSS): 
The International and Special Programs (IASP) at UH Mānoa's College of Social Science (CSS) Dean's Office supports international
activities and initiatives for the entire College, striving towards creating a global experience for its students, faculty and staff, with a
regional research and practice focus on Oceania and the Asia-Pacific. The unit works collaboratively with academic departments and
support units throughout the College in areas of international recruiting, advising and retention of students from anywhere in the
world. We believe in fostering a global community of learners, educators, practitioners and researchers.

ENGLISH LANGUAGE INSTITUTE (ELI): 
ELI, housed in the Department of Second Language Studies, supports admitted students at UH Mānoa who speak English as a
second language and are found to be in need of ELI's support. ELI provides instruction in English for academic purposes and
strategies for more effective study and helps students acclimate to a new academic culture.

HAWAI‘I ENGLISH LANGUAGE PROGRAM (HELP): 
The HELP program has been providing the highest quality academic English classes for over 40 years. Through our Conditional
Admission pathway, students can enter undergraduate or graduate study at UH Mānoa without a TOEFL score. HELP also offers
teacher training workshops and the CELTA English teaching certificate program.

GRADUATE DIVISION – UHM 3+2 International Program: 
UHM 3+2 International Program cooperates with prestigious universities overseas to recruit well-performing college students to
spend their senior year at UH Mānoa and simultaneously, pursue their master’s program at UH Mānoa. After five years, the
student will acquire a bachelor’s degree from his/her home institution and a master’s degree from UH Mānoa.

http://manoa.hawaii.edu/international/international_education_week/
http://blog.hawaii.edu/fsis/
http://www.hawaii.edu/issmanoa
https://coe.hawaii.edu/research/international-and-special-programs-iasp
http://www.studyabroad.hawaii.edu/
http://manoa.hawaii.edu/mix
http://www.socialsciences.hawaii.edu/
http://www.hawaii.edu/eli/
http://manoa.hawaii.edu/eslhelp
http://manoa.hawaii.edu/threeplustwo
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THEATRE AND DANCE: 
Theatre and Dance programs give students an opportunity to work in Asian and Pacific traditions, while also experiencing
more Western ones. With a mix of academic coursework and live productions, the department aims to provide a rich
global environment in which students strengthen both the mind and the body. The Kennedy Theatre provides a great
space for experimentation and community collaboration.
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PACIFIC ASIAN MANAGEMENT INSTITUTE (PAMI): 
PAMI is the center for international business programs with an Asia-Pacific focus. They are the umbrella organization housing
the PAMI Summer Program, PAMI Year-Round Programs, PAMI Asian Field Study Program, Center for International Business
Education and Research, and Pacific Asian Consortium for International Business Education and Research.

WILLIAM S. RICHARDSON SCHOOL OF LAW - International Programs: 
WSRSL maintains an active schedule of international programs and activities. The law school offers two degree programs for
international students, the LLM degree for foreign law graduates and the advanced JD program, which grants credit for qualified
foreign law graduates. American law students are encouraged to pursue international law study through our exchanges with
schools such as with Bucerius Law School in Germany or through programs in China, Hong Kong, or Australia.

COLLEGE OF TROPICAL AGRICULTURE AND HUMAN RESOURCES (CTAHR): 
CTAHR at the University of Hawai‘i at Mānoa is composed of six academic departments, the Center on the Family, and the
Western Insular Pacific Sun Grant Subcenter. The mission of the College of Tropical Agriculture and Human Resources is to
create and deliver knowledge that supports and strengthens families, agricultural and food systems, and the natural
environment.

SHIDLER COLLEGE OF BUSINESS - FULL-TIME Global MBA Program: 
The Full-time Global MBA program offers students a comprehensive foundation in business fundamentals with its wide array of
internship and study abroad opportunities in the Asia-Pacific region. Students can take a semester of classes at one of our
partner schools and work at a professional internship in countries such as China, Japan, and Vietnam.

SCHOOL OF TRAVEL INDUSTRY MANAGEMENT (TIM), IN THE SHIDLER COLLEGE OF BUSINESS:
TIM is recognized as a leading educational institution in hospitality, tourism, and transportation management. TIM pioneered the
concept of integrating all aspects of the travel industry under a single discipline. Built on a foundation of management science, TIM
also draws on a broad range of disciplines to provide high-quality education at the undergraduate and graduate levels to current
and future professionals.

OUTREACH COLLEGE – INTERNATIONAL PROGRAMS: 
The International Programs division of the Outreach College provides access to UH Mānoa through its CEA-accredited Intensive
English Program, online ESL programs, short-term English training and customized programs on a variety of subjects both in-person
and online, and language and culture courses in Chinese and Japanese.

JOHN A. BURNS SCHOOL OF MEDICINE (JABSOM) – GLOBAL HEALTH/MEDICINE PROGRAMS: 
JABSOM is committed to improving the health of the people of Hawai‘i and the Pacific Basin. Our mission is to train a globally
competent health workforce with skills to address critical global health problems. JABSOM strives to understand and reduce
health inequalities around the Pacific Rim.

DO YOU HAVE A STORY OR EVENT FOR THE PRISM?
OFFICE OF INTERNATIONAL & EXCHANGE PROGRAMS 

OIEP@HAWAII.EDU
956-2223

http://manoa.hawaii.edu/liveonstage/
http://pami.shidler.hawaii.edu/
https://www.law.hawaii.edu/international-programs-0
https://cms.ctahr.hawaii.edu/
http://shidler.hawaii.edu/mba
https://tim.hawaii.edu/
http://www.nice.hawaii.edu/
http://jabsom.hawaii.edu/global-health
https://manoa.hawaii.edu/international/administration/index.html

