
Reflecting on the Past 4 years



Today’s goal: How do we reflect new global realities 
in our courses? What do students need to know?



Today’s goal: Are there changes to UH Mānoa’s 
global education that we might reconsider?



The False Promise of Global 
Learning

Why Education Needs Boundaries
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The origins of international and global education

International education (1924 International School of Geneva) -- builds on thirty 
plans developed between 1814 and 1914

Sets groundwork for UNESCO’s 1947 mission to establish standards for 
international education

Results in International Baccalaureate and similar programs 
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Strands of international/global education

Global Education/world studies

(Kenneth Tye): Learning about problems and issues that cut across national 
boundaries, and about the interconnectedness of systems . . . involves perspective 
taking -- seeing things through the minds of others -- and it means the realization 
that while individuals and groups may view life differently, they also have common 
needs and wants.



Strands of international/global education

Global Education/world studies

(Lee Anderson): four conditions that have given rise to new global age:

1. the unprecedented international character of world affairs
2. increasingly globalized human condition
3. globalization of history/geography/economics
4. trend towards a new world system



Question 1: Standish criticizes developers of global 
education for having a lack of clarity of terminology. 
Based on the hallmarks of UH, what does a global 
education include? 

What kinds of boundaries are present in the 
hallmarks (cf. #2 and #5)? What challenges do you 
face in presenting those boundaries?



FG Hallmarks at UH-Mānoa



Question 2: How do you present (or navigate) the 
boundaries in our hallmarks (Africa, the Americas, 
Asia, Europe, and Oceania) ?
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Ch. 3 -- Global Knowledge

There is a growing skepticism about whether the subject-based curriculum meets 
the needs of today’s students.

It was created to integrate students into bounded national democracies, national 
cultures, and national economies, but today’s global world is characterized by 
rapid change and fluidity. We need to update their skills and knowledge on a 
regular basis to keep up with the dynamics changes of global relations.



Ch. 3 -- Global Knowledge

Standish identifies a few ways we can reflect this dynamic change in the 
classroom:

Future-oriented topics

Issue-based problem solving

Including the voices of excluded others

Cultural tolerance



Question 3: How do you draw students’ attention to 
shifts and changes in our world to upgrade or improve 
your FG courses? I.e., how do you keep up with the 
changes in the world?

What kinds of materials do you use (e.g., news articles, 
TV broadcast) to help students understand how shifts 
in our world?

How do you assess shifts in students’ perceptions of 
the world?
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Ch. 5 -- Global Ethics

Our society, our commitment to others, our sense of identity are n0 longer 
confined to the boundaries of a national territory, but rather are global.

To be a global citizens means students must acquire skills in

● Tolerance of multiple perspectives
● Empathy
● Social and environmental justice
● Conflict resolution



Question 4: What are key activities in your FG classes 
that measure a student’s ability to empathize, be 
tolerant, and resolve conflict?



Assuming to institutional resistance, which FG 
Hallmarks, if any, would you change?


