
Cohort Study, UH Mānoa Assessment Office (2012)  Page 1 of 3 

Learning and Global and Multicultural Perspectives 

Internal Report: Summary of Findings 

In the first semester, nearly all students had a positive conception of their understanding 
and appreciation for diverse cultures. 
In the first survey, students were asked to rate themselves “compared to the average person of your age 
in understanding/appreciating diverse philosophies, peoples, and cultures.” Over 60% said that they 
were ‘above average’ compared to their peers in appreciation, while less than 5% believed they were 
‘below average’. Fewer students were confident about their understanding of diverse cultures – only 
about 35% rated themselves ‘above average’. However, only 6% said they had a ‘below average’ 
understanding. 

Students learned about GMC from many different departments.  
Averaged over four semesters, no one department accounted for more than 9% of student responses. 
However, in the first semester, ANTH, HIST, REL, and ENG were particularly popular. In the second 
semester, ANTH, Language courses, and SOC were clearly the most popular. In the third semester, HWST 
and Language courses were especially popular responses. In the fourth semester, Language courses 
were the most popular response. Language courses were popular responses in all semesters following 
the first. 
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Students learned the most about diversity 

Students were asked to provide an open-ended response to the question “what was the most important 
thing you learned about Global & Multicultural Perspectives”. Over all four semesters, the most popular 
response was diversity of peoples. The percentage of students who said the most important thing they 
learned about was diversity went down over time, from 55% to 34% of responses. The second most 
popular type of response was interaction among peoples, which also fell over time, from 21% to 9%. 
Other categories were not nearly as popular, occurring in only 5-16% of the responses. 

Students were also asked to rate how much they 
learned about three specific topics: Different 
human societies and/or cultural traditions, global 
issues, and cross-cultural interactions. In each 
semester, different human societies and/or cultural 
traditions was the most popular response. In the 
fourth semester far fewer students said they 
learned a moderate amount or a lot about any of 
the topics. 

No one topic was very strongly correlated with taking an FG course.  
Taking an FG course was significantly correlated with 
learning more about all three topics in the closed-
ended responses. This correlation was strongest in 
the first semester. Correlation between learning 
about GMC topics and taking a GMC course fell over 
time. It was lowest in the third semester, and rose 
slightly in the fourth semester. Because the percent 
of students who learned about these topics remained 
relatively steady over four semesters, this suggests 
that students increasingly learn about GMC topics in non-FG courses, such as Language courses. 

In the open-ended responses, no one topic was significantly 
correlated with taking an FG course. Diversity of peoples 
showed the strongest correlation during the first (Pearson’s r = 
.2), second (r = .27) and third (r = .19) semesters, statistically 
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significant at the .01 level, but was not significantly correlated in the fourth semester.  

Historical development was the next most strongly correlated with taking an FG course. In survey 2, 
historical development was significantly correlated with taking an FG course (r = .14, sig. = .04). In survey 
4, historical development was more significantly correlated with taking an FG course (r = .19, sig. = .01). 
In other semesters, historical development was also positively correlated with taking an FG course, but 
not to a statistically significant degree. 

 In survey 4, contact and colonization was somewhat correlated with taking an FG course (r = .16, sig. = 
.03) 

Students associate some topics with GMC that are not part of FG outcomes, and learned 
about these topics outside of FG courses. 
In some semesters, HAP, interaction among peoples, current events, and physical environment were 
negatively correlated with taking an FG course. This suggests that these topics are more likely to be 
learned outside of Foundations GMC course. However, these correlations were only statistically 
significant in a few semesters. Hawaiian, Asian and Pacific was negatively correlated with taking an FG 
course in all four semesters, but only significantly in the first and third semesters. Current events was 
significantly negatively correlated with taking FG in the first semester, and physical environment was 
significantly negatively correlated in the second semester, but these topics did not show significant 
correlations in the other semesters. 
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