
 

 
Exploring Our Fluid Earth, a product of the Curriculum Research & Development Group (CRDG), College 

of Education.  University of Hawai‘i, 2017. This document may be freely reproduced and distributed for 
non-profit educational purposes. 

 
Table 6.1. Important anatomical features of marine mammals 

 Cetaceans Sirenians Carnivorans 

 Odontocete Mysticetes Manatees 
and 
Dugongs 

Pinnipeds Otters Polar 
Bear 

Respiration Lungs  Lungs  Lungs Lungs Lungs Lungs 

Circulatory       

Skeletal       

Hind limbs None externally; only internal vestigial 
structures remain 

Modified 
hind limbs 
into flippers 

Slightly 
modified can 
still walk on 
land 

Fore limbs Two flippers Two 
flippers 

    

Hair Very sparse hair Fur 

Body 
shape 

Streamlined    

Head 
shape 

     

Nostrils      

Blubber      

Teeth  Baleen    

 
  


