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Table 3.9. Common terms for behavioral research 
Term Definition 

ethology the scientific study of animal behavior; a sub-topic within biology 

stimulus 
(pl. stimuli) a change in the environment that can be detected by a living animal 

response behavior resulting from a stimulus or trigger event 

movement the act of motion; includes locomotion and stationary motion 

locomotion movement of the whole organism from one location to another 

 


