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Date: February 10, 2017 
To: All HELP students 
From: Joel Weaver, Director 
Re:  NOTICE ABOUT F-1 VISA REQUIREMENTS 
 
With a new President and Administration in the United States, you may have heard about a change in the 
enforcement of America's immigration policies. 
 
The main policy being discussed is an order temporarily banning entry of people from 7 countries: Iran, 
Sudan, Libya, Somalia, Syria, Iraq and Yemen.  This order has been temporarily stopped, and HELP does 
not currently have any students directly affected by this order. 
 
However, another order signed by the President also creates stricter enforcement of any crimes committed 
by non-immigrants in the United States.  This includes F-1 visa holders, who make up the majority of our 
current HELP students.  This order states that any non-immigrant who is convicted of a crime, or 
charged with a crime, can be deported.  The types of crimes are not specifically mentioned, so we can 
only assume that ANY crime, including minor ones, may be included. 
 
At HELP and UH, we welcome all international students who wish to further their academic studies and 
encourage students to expand their cross-cultural knowledge and to experience all that Hawaii has to 
offer.  We will work to protect all of our students from discrimination and harassment from any source, and 
we will serve as a resource to ensure students are safe and compliant with the law.  However, with the new 
policies and current political climate, it is also our responsibility to caution you against actions that may get 
you into trouble. 
 
We would like to remind you of the following laws that commonly affect college students and/or are specific 
to students who entered the U.S. with an F-1 visa: 
 
• The legal drinking age in America is 21+.  Do not consume alcohol if you are under 21, even if you 

can drink in your home country at a younger age. 
 

• Do not drink and drive.  The blood alcohol level limit is 0.08%, which could be reached after 2-3 
beers.  We caution you to not drive at all if you have been drinking, as many people cannot judge their 
own alcohol levels.  Take a taxi or ask someone who has not been drinking to take you home! 
 

• Do not work while studying at HELP.  HELP does not give employment authorization, so students 
should not be working at all during their stay here.  If you are caught working illegally, immigration 
officials will likely send you home. 

 
• As a non-immigrant on an F-1 student visa, you must be enrolled full-time and be attending 

classes every day.  HELP has a strict attendance policy because it is our job to ensure you are 
fulfilling your requirements as students.  We remind you that if you are absent because of medical 
reasons, you should provide a doctor's note so we have evidence for why you were not in class. 

 
 



 
• Avoid any other behavior that may result in arrest or be seen as a crime.  Again, the order does 

not state that you have to have been convicted of a crime (found guilty by a judge), simply that you 
have been charged or accused of a crime.  This could include: going on illegal hiking trails, trespassing 
into private property, having an open alcohol drink in public parks, getting into a fight (even if it is not 
your fault), speeding, or any other violation of the law—whether you know it is against the law or not. 

 
• Consider limiting what you post on social media and other sites.  While not yet widespread, there 

have been instances where non-immigrants have been denied entry due to political opinions or 
discussions seen as terror-related (ex. regarding explosives) that they have posted on their social 
media sites.   

 
Besides the potential for deportation, any violation of the law remains on your record and could 
make it difficult or impossible for you to re-enter the United States in the future.  Please be careful. 
 
IMMIGRATION DOCUMENTS: 
• Make sure you have your current immigration documents.  For F-1 visa holders, you should have 

your current passport, visa, and Form I-20.  If you lost your I-20, or you do not have your latest I-20 
(program end date should not have passed) contact the Front Office immediately for a new copy.   

• Keep your information updated.  You are required to report any changes in address and contact 
information to the Front Office within 7 days of the change. 

• Keep backups of your documents.  Take clear photos of your documents to keep on your phone as 
a backup.  You are technically required to have your passport on you at any time, but as this may pose 
a personal security risk (ex. losing your passport or having it stolen), we encourage you to at least have 
a copy or digital copy on you at all times. 

 
Again, HELP is committed to promoting international education, welcoming diverse viewpoints and 
lifestyles, and encourage you to experience all of the wonderful activities and places that Hawaii has to 
offer.  However, we also remind you to take extra precautions when living and studying here, especially 
with these changes in policies and enforcement of the immigration laws for students. 
 
We will continue to keep our students aware of any further developments in this area.  If you have any 
questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to come to the Front Office or call (956-6636) or email us 
(eslhelp@hawaii.edu).  We are here to HELP you make the most of your time in Hawaii! 
 


