


United States Department of Agriculture 
(U.S.D.A.) 

• The Agency 

– Natural Resources Conservation Service 
(NRCS), formerly SCS 

• Created in 1935 in response to the Dust Bowl 
crisis 

• Non-regulatory--NRCS works with landowners 
on a voluntary basis 



NRCS is not a regulatory agency 

• Provide technical assistance in... 

 Natural Resource Planning 

 Design & Engineering 

 Implementation of techniques used to 
reduce soil erosion, improve water 
quality, and protect natural resources 



NRCS Customers ... 

• Farmers & Ranchers 

• Local units of government 

• Community groups 

• Watershed Planning groups 

• ALL Private landowners who need 
natural resource help! 



NRCS Programs Address ... 

• Conservation needs on the farm 

• Community stormwater management issues 

• Erosion and sediment control 

• Water quality problems--rural & urban 

• Flood prevention and damage repair 

• Soil health & soil quality 

• Wetland creation & restoration 



Conservation 
Partners 



Local SWCDs 

• Soil and Water Conservation Districts 

• Composed of locally elected volunteers 

• NRCS works hand-in-hand with 
SWCDs to address local conservation 
issues 



NRCS Technical Specialists... 

• Soil Scientists 

• Biologists--Wetlands and Wildlife 

• Engineers--Civil/Agricultural/Hydraulic 

• Soil Conservationists 

• Agronomy & Water Quality Specialists 

• Resource Planning Specialists 



Our 9-Step Conservation Planning 

1. Identify the problem 

2. Determine the objectives 

3. Inventory the resources 

4. Analyze the data 

5. Formulate alternatives 

6. Evaluate alternatives 

7. Make decisions 

8. Implement the plan 

9. Evaluate 



Conservation Practices 



Before NRCS Assistance 
Exposed Soils in Cropland 



After NRCS Assistance 

• Residue Management, Strip-Till/No-Till/Direct Seed 



Before NRCS Assistance 



After NRCS Assistance with: 
• Strip-Till/No-Till 

• Contour Farming 

• Field Border 

• Vegetative Row Barrier 









•Mulching with Composted Materials 
•Conservation Cover 



Mulching with Vetiver Grass 



Mulching 



Low Water Crossing/Access Road 

Before NRCS Assistance 





Animal Waste Management System 

Before NRCS Assistance 





Before NRCS Assistance 

Animal Waste Management System 



After NRCS Assistance 



Composting Facility 



Irrigation Regulating Reservoir 







Watering Facility 



Watering Facility 

Heavy Use Area Protection Pad 



Watering Facility 

Heavy Use Area Protection Pad 



Watering Facility 

Heavy Use Area Protection Pad 



Pasture Before NRCS Assistance 









Brush Management 



Forage & Biomass Pasture Planting 



Forage & Biomass Pasture Planting 



Forage & Biomass Pasture Planting 



Forage & Biomass Pasture Planting 



Forage & Biomass Pasture Planting 



After NRCS Assistance 















Helping People 
Help the Land 

USDA is an Equal Opportunity Employer and Provider 

 Contact your local NRCS office 
 Contact your local Soil and Water Conservation 

District office 
 Visit NRCS’ homepage at  ww.pia.nrcs.usda.gov 



The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits 
discrimination in its programs on the basis of race, color, national 
origin, sex, religion, age, disability, political beliefs and marital or 

familial status.  
(Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with 

disabilities who require alternative means for communication of 
program information  

(Braille, large print, audio tape, etc.) should contact  
USDA’s TARGET CENTER at  

(202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD).  
 

To file a complaint, write the Secretary of Agriculture,  
U.S. Department of Agriculture, Washington D.C. 20250,  
or call 1-800-245-6340 (voice) or (202) 720-1127 (TDD). 

  
USDA is an equal employment opportunity employer. 

 


