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Molokai 
Overview

• Resident population of 7000; ethnic 
make-up unique compared to other 
major islands. Over 65% Hawaiian, 25% 
Filipino, 10% everyone else. A growing 
elderly Caucasian population who leave 
for better health care. 

• Economic drivers include agriculture, 
state, county, and small business.

• Strong subsistence ethic; fishing, 
hunting, and gardening.

• Small tourism sector with limited 
infrastructure. 

• Limited service industry infrastructure.
• First Hawaiian Home Lands settlements.





Closure of 
Pineapple

Closure of two pineapple plantations, one in 1976 and 
the second in 1982.

Over 60% of Molokai’s labor force impacted. Many left 
for job opportunities on other islands.

Formation of Molokai Task Force to create new 
economic alternatives.

Agriculture Sub-committee composed of farmers with 
extension agents as staff.

Identify needs and bottlenecks in agriculture 
development. Eighteen-month process; twenty-six 
issues identified. 



Prioritizing 
Actions

• Alleviate prevailing winds in the farming area.
• Preserve, maintain, and develop the Molokai 

Irrigation System for agricultural use .
• Develop a post-harvest cooling facility for 

agricultural products on Molokai. 
• Develop a University Cooperative Extension 

Service Demonstration Farm on Molokai.
• Improve harbor and transportation services 

for agricultural products. 



Molokai 
Winds

Molokai is a windy island and is evident in the 
Hawaiian names for the different winds. This is due to 
its topography, high cliffs on the North Shore, and 
venturis created by Maui and Lanai. 



‘Alleviate 
Prevailing 
Winds in 
Farming Area’







Molokai CES 
Demonstration 

Farm 



Kaunakakai 
Town & Wharf

• Home to 50% of the residents 
and commercial hub. Two main 
grocery stores, state and county 
buildings. 

• Wharf is the lifeline to the 
outside world. Creation of a 2010 
Kaunakakai Wharf plan allowed 
for upgrades to the wharf. Over 
11 barge cancellations annually 
affecting food security. 



Organizational 
Development

Created the Molokai Farm Bureau to 
address the need for farmers to 
advocate for change and to establish 
critical infrastructure for agriculture. 

Carried Molokai Task Force 
Agriculture Sub-committee report to 
the State Legislature to secure 
funding for key priorities. 



Organic 
Papaya







Ka Molokai 
Makahiki

Started in 1982





Limu
Important source of 
micronutrients. Many 
species on all sides of 
the island. This is Limu
kohu.



2018: Interviews of 100 
Hawaiian Homesteaders in 
Ho’olehua funded by First 
Nations Development 
Institute, and administered by 
Sust ble Molokai. 







Jennifer 
Hawkins

Edible Crops Agent-
UH CTAHR 

Molokai Cooperative Extension



Connecting Rural 
Communities 
Through 
Indigenous Food



What crops are 
indigenous to Hawaii?

• Breadfruit (Ulu)

• Sweetpotato (Uala)

• Taro (Kalo)

• Native Banana

• Coconut (Niu)



Outreach & Education



Community & Culture



Hawaiian Taro Collection 
Comes Full Circle

• 1,500-10,000 huli provided to 
community each year

• Axis deer ravage the farm
• Community returns huli for 

collection



Lunar Project 
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Banana gets attention

Revitalizing the Declining 
Hawai‘i Banana Industry via 

Statewide Extension Program 
and Technology Transfer to Local 

Growers 

Over 2,000 seedlings of a 
cultivar tolerant to BBTV 
and Panama wilt were 
distributed statewide. 

Twenty-five 
workshops were 

conducted in 
conjunction with 

distribution 

AMJAD AHMAD &Koon-Hui Wang, Jensen Uyeda, Sharon Wages, 
Emilie Kirk, Rosemary Gutierrez-Coarite, Joshua Silva, Jennifer 
Hawkins, Theodore Radovich, Russell Galanti, Kylie Tavares, and 
Jari Sugano.



Community Connections
• Molokai Niu Nursery and Uluniu work 

(February 10-13, 2022) Nahe Kawani
• 3 more sites with 3 families 

• https://drive.google.com/file/d/19DROdYkyCvqhKYJX8_KGGbFPUlG_y3Ny/view

https://drive.google.com/file/d/19DROdYkyCvqhKYJX8_KGGbFPUlG_y3Ny/view


Creating 
Partnerships 
Around Food

• 2 years: Over 768 ulu trees on 
Molokai

• SM free give away

• Community organization 
investment

• Friends gifting trees

• 40 for 40- How fun!



Ulu Give Away & 
Food To Grow



Passing on the Tradition



Instilling Values Early is the Key!
Farm to School is helping make this possible!



While 
Strengthening 
Our 
Community & 
Families!

Ohana Garden & Grindz



Thank you!

Jennifer Hawkins
jhawk@Hawaii.edu
808-567-6934

mailto:jhawk@Hawaii.edu

