
Lesson 3.  Investigating the Philippine Coastal Ecosystems 
 
Subject: Science, Social Science 

Target Audience:  Grade 6-8, 9-12 

Brief Description:  
Many Filipinos live along coastal communities, which have very high 
concentrations of marine biodiversity.  Most of this biodiversity is found along 
shallow coastlines, which consist of coral reefs, mangroves, beach ecosystems, 
estuaries, lagoons, and seagrass beds.  These areas are important habitats for 
thousands of species of fish, clams, snails, corals, and many other marine 
organisms.  

 
Keywords:  
Coral reefs, mangroves, beach ecosystems, estuaries, lagoons, and seagrass 
beds  

Objective:  
• Students will learn about the different ecosystems in a tropical marine 

coastal environment. 
• Students will learn how to compare and contrast between ecosystems.   

 
Standards: 
Common Core State Standards 

• English Language Arts 
• Science and Technical Subjects 

 
Materials Needed:   
Pen/pencils, paper, colors 

Coastal Resource Management Project’s (CRMP), “Understanding the Philippine 
Coastal Environment: An Endangered Coastal Environment” 
http://www.oneocean.org/about_crmp/coastal.html#mangroves 
 
Procedure:  

1. Read Coastal Resource Management Project’s (CRMP) “Understanding 
the Philippine Coastal Environment: An Endangered Coastal Environment” 
http://www.oneocean.org/about_crmp/coastal.html#mangroves 

2. Before reading, students comment on the illustrations of the different 
coastal habitat or ecosystems.  What do they see? 

3. Read the article.  What are the five habitats/ecosystems described in the 
article? How are they important to the coastal communities of the 
Philippines?  



4. Students fill out a data retrieval chart based on the CRMP article and 
individual research using library and Internet resources. 

Coastal 
Habitat/Ecosystem 

What are the 
main 
characteristics 
of this 
ecosystem? 

What kinds 
of 
organisms 
can be 
found here?   

How are they 
important to 
coastal 
communities? 

What are 
the types of 
human 
impacts 
and threats 
on this 
ecosystem? 

Coral reef      

Mangroves     

Beach systems     

Brackish wetlands     

Seagrasses     

 

Assessment:   
Students choose a coastal environment closest to their hometown.  Have them 
conduct a research on this particular place.  They will then write a comparative 
report between this environment and the Philippines’ coastal environment. They 
will use the questions on the data retrieval chart to make their comparisons.     
 
 


