
Fall 2011
Organic Chemistry I

CHEM 272

Syllabus

Instructor: T. Hemscheidt
Office: Bilger 240
Email: hemschei@hawaii.edu

The following materials are required:
Textbook and solutions manual: G. Marc LOUDON “Organic
Chemistry” 5th edition Roberts & Company Publishers
Online homework system: Sapling Learning Systems

http://www.saplinglearning.com

Lecture attendance: It is strongly encouraged that you come to lecture, take
notes and work these notes. You learn chemistry by drawing. I ask many
questions during lecture and encourage you to speak up with answers or
additional questions. It is not so important that the answers you give are
correct, even if wrong they give us an opportunity to work through some
common errors.

Study habits: The most important thing is not to fall behind! We will be
doing, on average, a chapter a week. So if you don’t study for two weeks,
you are going to have a devil of a time catching up. You should study every
day for an hour, previewing an upcoming chapter, reviewing lecture notes,
looking at past chapters, and most importantly, doing problems. Lots of
them! The number of problems you do correlates with how well you will be
doing in the course.

You will have to study differently than you probably did for General
Chemistry or for Biology. Organic Chemistry is like a marathon, it requires
sustained effort, not short bursts of activity.

Online homework: This year, by popular demand, I will institute online
homework to encourage you to “get it done”. Every week approximately 25
questions will be posted at a set time and will be due a couple of days later



(start date and due date will be emailed to you via Laulima). I will not be
accepting late homework for ANY reason.

There will be thirteen online homework sets for the semester. You
must submit all of them and score at least 60% on ten of them to receive
credit for homework for the final grade.

Problems from the text: There are problems at the end of sections in the
text. You MUST do these (for no credit, oh horror!) to see whether you
understood what you just read. Then there are suggested end-of-chapter
problems, a list of which I’ll be posting on Laulima. You should do these at
a minimum!

Hour Exams and Final Exam: There will be three Hour Exams at roughly
1-month intervals covering about three chapters’ worth of material and a
cumulative Final Exam (see attached schedule). There will be NO MAKE-
UP EXAMS! And, yes, this means you! It is your job to schedule yourself
that you can be in attendance for each one or you should drop the course
right now.

Grading standards: The Final Grade will be assigned on the basis of the
following formula:

Hour exams 3 x 100 pts. each = 300 pts. = 50% of final grade
Final exam = 200 pts. = 50% of final grade

I will be adding 6% as bonus to your combined percentage for completing
ten of the online homework sets with scores of > 60%.

Approximate grade cutoffs: no stricter than >85% = A, > 65% = B, > 45% =
C, > 35% = D. +/- modifiers will be added for scores within 3% of the
eventual grade cutoffs.

A final grade of “C, not C-“ in CHEM 272 is required for admission to
CHEM 273.



These following chapter information relates to the text “Organic Chemistry”
5th edition by G. Marc Loudon:

08/22/11-08/26/11 Chapter 1 Bonding & Structure
08/29/11-09/02/11 Chapter 2 Alkanes
09/07/11-09/12/11 Chapter 3 Acids & Bases
09/14/11 Hour Exam 1
09/16/11-09/21/11 Chapter 4 Alkenes
09/23/11-09/28/11 Chapter 5 Addition to Alkenes
09/30/11-10/07/11 Chapter 6 Stereochemistry
10/10/11 Hour Exam 2
10/12/11-10/17/11 Chapter 7 Stereochemistry of reactions
10/19/11-10/24/11 Chapter 8 Intro to alkyl halides, alcohols,

ethers & thiols
10/26/11-10/31/11 Chapter 9 Chemistry of alkyl halides
11/02/11-11/07/11 Chapter 10 Alcohols and thiols
11/09/11 Hour Exam 3
11/14/11-11/18/11 Chapter11 Chemistry of Alkyl halides,

alcohols, ethers
11/21/11-11/28/11 Chapter 14 Chemistry of alkynes
11/30/11-12/05/11 Chapter 15 Dienes and aromaticity
12/12/11 Final Exam
Online - Homework Due date
Chapter 1 08/28/11
Chapter 2 09/04/11
Chapter 3 09/13/11
Chapter 4 09/23/11
Chapter 5 09/30/11
Chapter 6 10/06/11
Chapter 7 10/19/11
Chapter 8 10/26/11
Chapter 9 11/01/11
Chapter 10 11/08/11
Chapter 11 11/20/11
Chapter 14 12/01/11
Chapter 15 12/07/11


