
Fall 2017 
Organic Chemistry I 

CHEM 272 
 

Syllabus 
Instructor: T. Hemscheidt 
Office: Bilger 321B 
Email: hemschei@hawaii.edu 
 
The following materials are required:  
Textbook and solutions manual:   
G. Marc LOUDON &  Jim Parise “Organic Chemistry” 6th edition, Roberts 
& Company Publishers 
The 5th edition of the above text or the "UH edition" are equally acceptable 
Optional but Strongly recommended: Molecular models (2 or 3 students 
can split one set to save $) 
 
What OChem I is all about: We will study the 3-dimensional shape of 
molecules and learn how this shape influences the reactions that molecules 
undergo, both in a test tube or in a biological system. We will look at the 
electron distribution within molecules and learn how this influences 
chemical reactions. This will allow us to derive some principles and you will 
be asked on exams to apply these principles to something that you have not 
seen before.  
 
Office Hour, Fourth Hour and Learning Emporium: I will be spending a 
fair amount of time in the Learning Emporium (Bilger Addition 209) before 
lecture and during lunch break, so you can catch me there if you need help. 
The tutors will also be there to provide help.  
 
Starting in Week 2, once a week I will a hold public office hour. Everybody 
is welcome to attend, to bring their questions and solutions for discussion. 
These Fourth Hours will be held on Thursday afternoons or Saturday 
mornings in Bilger 335. The time may not be the most convenient for you. It 
is not for me either, I could be spending my Saturday mornings in other 
ways too.  
 
You can also make an appointment to see me in my office. Talk to me 
before or after lecture to set this up. You also can try your luck with walk-in, 



but I make no promise that I can help you right then even when I am in my 
office (there are a few things other than teaching OChem that fill my days, 
some are time sensitive). 
 
Hour Exams and Final Exam Dates: There will be three Hour Exams at 
roughly 1-month intervals covering about three chapters’ worth of material 
and a cumulative Final Exam (see attached schedule). There will be NO 
MAKE-UP EXAMS! And, no, not for you either! It is your job to schedule 
yourself that you can be in attendance for each one or you should drop the 
course right now. A missed Hour Exam will be scored as ZERO, a missed 
Final Exam will result in a course grade of "F". 
 
The Final Exam will be held on the day listed in the University Calendar, not 
earlier, not later. Your family booking a flight for you to leave Hawai'i early 
is not an acceptable reason for requesting a different Final Exam date. Tell 
them that. Now! I mean it. 
 
Students with Non-passing Scores on Hour Exams (<40%) can earn 
additional 5% by discussing their paper with a tutor in the Learning 
Emporium. A referral form will be stapled to your exam and if the tutor 
certifies a satisfactory session discussing the exam, (s)he will notify me and 
the score will be amended. In order to avail yourself of this opportunity, you 
need to pick up the exam within a week of scores being posted and the 
discussion with the tutor has to occur within 10 working days of scores 
being posted. 
 
Grading standards: The Final Grade will be assigned on the basis of the 
following formula: 
 
Hour Exams  3 x 100 pts. each = 300 pts. = 50% of final grade 
Cumulative Final Exam   = 200 pts. = 50% of final grade 
 
Approximate grade cutoffs: no stricter than >85% = A(±), > 65% = B(±), > 
45% = C(±), > 40% = D(±). +/- modifiers will be added for scores within 
approximately 5% of the eventual grade cutoffs. For example if the "B" 
interval is 65-84% then 65-70 may be "B-", 70-79 "B", and 80-84% "B+". 
(this is for illustration purposes only). 
 
A final grade of “C, not C-“ in CHEM 272 is required for admission to 
CHEM 273. 



CHEM 272 F'17 Lecture Schedule  
 
08/21/17-08/25/17 Chapter 1 Bonding & Structure 
08/28/17-09/01/17 Chapter 2 Alkanes 
09/06/17-09/11/17 Chapter 3 Acids & Bases 
09/13/17-09/18/17 Chapter 4 Alkenes 
09/22/17 (F) Hour Exam 1 (Chapters 1-4) 
09/20/17-09/27/17 Chapter 5 Addition to Alkenes 
09/29/17-10/09/17 Chapter 6 Stereochemistry 
10/11/17-10/16/17 Chapter 7 Stereochemistry of reactions 
10/20/17 (F) Hour Exam 2 (Chapters 5-7) 
10/21/17 Deadline for Withdrawal with "W"  
10/18/17-10/23/17 Chapter 8 (minus 8.6A-C, 8.7)  Intro to alkyl halides, alcohols, 

ethers & thiols 
10/25/17-11/01/17 Chapter 9 Chemistry of alkyl halides 
11/03/17-11/08/17 Chapter 10 Alcohols and thiols 
11/17/17 (F) Hour Exam 3 (Chapters 8-10) 
11/13/17-11/20/17 Chapter 11 (minus 11.9, 11.11) Chemistry of Alkyl halides, 

alcohols, ethers 
11/22/17-11/29/17 Chapter 14 Chemistry of alkynes 
12/01/17-12/06/17 Chapter 15 Dienes and aromaticity 
 Final Exam Friday Dec 15th, 2017 9:45 AM-11:45 AM 
 
Chapter information refers to G. Marc Loudon and Jim Parisi "Organic Chemistry" 
6th edition (5th edition is acceptable and has identical chapter numbers) 
 
 
Note: There will be no early exams, no late exams, no make-up exams.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


