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EDCS Standards 
What candidates should 
know, do, and care about 
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Literature  
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Personal Curriculum 
History: Professionalism 

 
(EDCS 667 Alpha) 

1. The Field of Education ✔    ✔ 

2. Curriculum and Pedagogy ✔ ✔  ✔ ✔ 

3. Research in Education ✔ ✔ ✔  ✔ 

4. Professionalism   ✔ ✔ ✔ 

 
STANDARD I:  THE FIELD OF EDUCATION 
This standard includes knowledge, skills and dispositions relating to: 
1.    Current issues and evolving trends relating to teaching and learning;  
2.    Historical, socio-cultural, political and economic influences on education; 
3.    Research into education as a social and political institution; 
4.    Issues relating to language and culture in educational programs; and 
5.    The range of programs and services available to students in a concentration area. 
 
Possible exemplars: Students 
•    Prepare a review of current trends and recommended practices from contemporary sources. 
•    Write a review of the literature related to an issue or trend in an area of concentration, including relevant 
         research. 
•    Develop a funding proposal (including background information) that addresses a current need of 
        students or a program that serves students. 



•    Provide evidence of program improvement. 
•    Research requirements for National Board Certification, and develop an initial application. 
 
STANDARD II:    CURRICULUM AND PEDAGOGY 
This standard includes knowledge, skills and dispositions relating to: 
1.    Curriculum and pedagogical knowledge needed to design an appropriate program for students in a concentration area; 
2.    Current issues and appropriate methods/approaches for teaching; 
3.    Assessment and evaluation of learning; 
4.    Equity across all indexes of difference, e.g., ability, language, socioeconomic status, sexuality, gender identity, race, ethnicity 
5.    Mutually-constitutive relationships between theory and practice and between teaching and learning; and 
6.    Further development of reflective practices to improve teaching and learning. 
 
Possible exemplars: Students 
•    Write an outline related to a curriculum/assessment that you will present to parents, teachers, or  conference participants. 
•    Create and implement a meaningful, appropriate interdisciplinary curriculum unit (may include photos, videos, examples of student work). 
•    Produce a video of their teaching with a written analysis of the pedagogy employed. 
•    Plan and implement a series of interrelated lessons related to a subject area. 
•    Document ways in which they assess students, supported with justification for the chosen forms of assessment. 
•    Write a case study of a student’s learning in the area of concentration. 
•    Develop a plan demonstrating how the curriculum is inclusive of students across all indexes of difference. 
•    Document approaches to accommodating developmental needs. 
•    Compile an annotated portfolio throughout the program. 
•    Review professional research that serves as a theoretical base for teaching in the area of concentration. 
•    Develop a curriculum according to the pedagogical requirements for National Board Certification. 
 
STANDARD III:    RESEARCH IN EDUCATION 
This standard includes knowledge, skills and dispositions relating to: 
1.    Critical review and synthesis of research and evaluation literature; 
2.    Strengths and weaknesses of experimental, survey, and qualitative research designs; 
3.    Strategies of qualitative and quantitative inquiry; 
4.    Research design and/or evaluation protocols suitable for inquiry in one’s area of concentration and practice; 
5.    Research that uses descriptive and inferential statistics; 
6.    Collection and interpretation of qualitative data; and 
7.    Ethical dimensions of educational research. 
 
 



Possible exemplars: Students 
•    Write a review of the research literature on a topic related to an area of concentration. 
•    Prepare written critiques of one or more research articles or studies. 
•    Plan, conduct and report the results of a research study with the guidance of faculty members. 
•    Develop a grant proposal, either singly or with others, that includes a research component. 
•    Write an article for possible publication that includes a strong research foundation. 
•    Make a presentation at a state, national, or international conference. 
•    Examine university policy on ethics of human subject research and prepare applications seeking 
      appropriate permissions to conduct research on human subjects. 
 
STANDARD IV:    PROFESSIONALISM 
This standard includes knowledge, skills and dispositions relating to: 
1.    Effective communication; 
2.    Collaboration with families, community members, educational personnel and   
       professionals from diverse backgrounds and cultures (including those from other 
       disciplines); 
3.    Reflection on practice, through connecting theory and practice; 
4.    Professional ethics and ethical behavior; 
5.    One’s own professional growth; 
6.    Growth of the profession; 
7.    A caring attitude towards students, colleagues and the community; 
8.    Leadership in the classroom, school, school district, and/or state. 
 
Possible exemplars: Students 
•    Provide an example of written work (newsletter, letter to the editor, pamphlet or brochure, employee or parent handbook) designed to communicate clearly 

and succinctly. 
•    Submit an outline and materials for a class or workshop given to colleagues, parents, or students. 
•    Write a self-reflection analyzing relevant experiences and aimed at demonstrating an evolving understanding of professional ethics. 
•    Document a growing understanding of ethics in relationships with other professionals through, for example, writing a workshop outline, staff handbook, or 

meeting notes. 
•    Document leadership in community or professional organizations related to area of concentration. 
•    Document attendance at presentations, meetings and conferences. 
•    Report contributions made to professional and news publications, such as newspaper editorials. 
•    Document effective interaction with children’s families. 
•    Develop a handbook or newsletter focused on family involvement 


