
Editor’s Note 

 

 The editors of the Asian-Pacific Law & Policy Journal (“APLPJ”) proudly present our 

Spring 2022 issue (Volume 23, Issue 2). This issue features four articles encompassing a variety 

of topics, relevant to our readers in the Asia-Pacific region and beyond. Additionally, this issue 

includes one article written by an APLPJ and William S. Richardson School of Law (“WSRSL”) 

alumnus.  

 

 We are honored to present our first article, Act 32 and Perpetuating Practices of Hawaiʻi 

Nā Pua o Haumea: How Hawaiʻi's Midwifery Licensure Law Adversely Impacts Traditional 

Native Hawaiian Birthing Practices by Harley Broyles. Broyles is a Class of 2022 graduate of 

the WSRSL and was a Senior Editor with APLPJ. This article discusses the practice of 

midwifery in Hawaiʻi. The article traces the legislative history of midiwife regulation and shows 

how the legislation conflicts with traditional midwife practices. Further, it outlines complexities 

that the legislation creates for native birth practices and constraints placed on a mother’s choice 

in the birthing process. The Author recommends that the Hawaiʻi state legislature introduce and 

pass other legislation that incorporates culture, provides a clear path to licensure for midwives, 

and allows for the opening of birth centers, to protect and perpetuate the practices by traditional 

midwives.  

 

 The second article we are privileged to present is Jodik: A Creative Proposal for Seeking 

Justice through Āneen Kio (Wake Island), by Dallin J. Prisbrey. Prisbrey is a Class of 2022 

graduate of the WSRSL. The Author discusses the territorial dispute between the United States 

and the Republic of the Marshall Islands around Āneen Kio, also known as Wake Island, which 

is a coral atoll in the central Pacific. The author conrasts the insignificance of Āneen Kio the 

United States against the central role this island plays to Ri-Majel, the people of the Marshall 

islands, who consider land the fundamental basis of Marshallese culture and society. The article 

explores the history of the competing claims of soveriegnty over Āneen Kio and over the 

Marshall Islands generally. The Author shows that under international law, Āneen Kio was 

placed into the Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands, making the United Nations through its 

Trusteeship Council, rather than the United States, the party with jurisdiction over the island. 

The article outlines how the Republic of the Marshall Islands could bring a claim to Āneen Kio 

before the United Nations and proposes a model of creative diplomacy that would be a helpful 

model.  

 

 The third article we are pleased to present is Constitutional Supervision in China After 

the 2018 Amendment of the Constitution: Refining the Narrative of Constitutional Supremacy in 

a Socialist Legal System, by Keith J. Hand, the Associate Dean for Global Programs, Director of 

the East Asian Legal Studies Program, and Professor of Law at the University of California, 

Hastings College of Law. The article provides a brief overview of the People’s Republic of 

China Constitution prior to 2012, then introduces the policy and legislative history of the  

Constitution and Law Committee. The author then explores leadership motivations for reforms in 

history, and their likely impact and implementation. This paper shows that the recent 

constitutional reforms are designed to refine the Party’s narravitive of a constitutional 

supremacy, strengthen the legal system as an instrument to discipline the bureaucracy, and 

contain citizen constitutional argument. 



 

 Finally, the last article, Presence and Voice: The History and Status Quo of Women Law 

Professors in Japan by Mark A. Levin and Makoto Messersmith. Mark A. Levin is a Professor 

of Law and Director for the Pacific-Asian Legal Studies Program at WSRSL. Makoto 

Messersmith is a 2020 graduate from the WSRSL. In the first of its kind, the article examines 

women legal scholars throughout modern history in Japan. In different cohorts that the authors 

defined, they present data regarding the careers and accomplishments of women legal scholars in 

Japan. The authors show that there are a disproporitionately low number of women legal scholars 

and that their is little to no female voice in the legal field. The authors then compare the data 

with U.S. statistics of women law professors. The authors argue that more female voices in 

places of law scholarship in Japan would better Japanese law and society as a whole. The authors 

conclude with a road map for future investigations in this subject.  

  

 On behalf of APLPJ, we extend our sincerest gratitude to the authors for their 

unwavering effort and patience working with the APLPJ team, and commitment to legal 

academic scholarship in the articles they have painstakingly created. We would like to also 

express our deepest gratitude and appreciation to our team of editors for their diligent work ethic, 

attention to detail, flexibility, and professionalism. Additionally, we would also like to thank 

Professors Troy J. H. Andrade (WSRSL ’11) and Mark A. Levin, for their time and wisdom 

throughout this Volume. Finally, we would like to extend our warmest congratulations to the 

incoming Editors-in-Chief, Jimmy Nguyen and Keoni Williams. We wish you both the best of 

luck for the next Volume, and look forward to seeing the journal’s achievements from this 

moment forward!  

 

Sincerely,  

 

Kori Palencia         Emily Walker 

Co-Editor-In-Chief        Co-Editor-In-Chief 
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