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IDENTIFYING ORGANIZATIONAL PATTERNS 
 
DIRECTIONS: The following paragraphs are structures according to particular 

organizational patterns.  Read each paragraph; then identify the 
organizational pattern that describes it.  Some paragraphs may use 
more than one organizational pattern, in this case, choose the one 
pattern that seems to dominate the paragraph.  Place the 
appropriate letter that corresponds to the correct organizational 
pattern as well as the pattern below each passage.  Also, circle the 
cue words that alerts you to the type of pattern selected. 

 
A =  cause-effect 
B =  definition 
C =  comparison-contrast 
D =  sequence of events 
E =  spatial-geographic 

 
Heart disease is the number-one killer in the United States.  Cigarette smoking is a 
significant factor contributing to heart disease.  Having a high cholesterol count and 
being overweight are two other likely causes of heat disease.  A family history of heart 
disease and a lack of exercise are still other factors that contribute to heart conditions. 
 
  Pattern:_____    Visual Structure:_____ 
 
Preparing an effective speech requires intelligent planning.  You must first select a topic; 
brainstorming often helps you to focus on what you want to say.  Then you need to study 
who your audience will be to determine how you want to present your material.  Then, 
once you have determined a topic and analyzed your audience, you are ready to do 
careful research on this topic. 
 
  Pattern:_____    Visual Structure:_____ 
 
Determinism and free will are two opposite points of view regarding human behavior.  A 
determinist does not believe that a person freely chooses a lifestyle, whereas the believer 
in free will will contend that one is free to change one’s lifestyle at any time.  A 
determinist sees biological and social forces determining one’s decisions.  Conversely, a 
proponent of free will will discount the influence of these forces in shaping one’s life.  
Determinism can be a pessimistic philosophy, free will a hopeful one. 
 
  Pattern:_____    Visual Structure:_____ 
 
Edgar Allen Poe was born in 1809, the child of traveling actors.  From 1815 to 1820, Poe 
was sent to schools in England.  In 1825, he returned to the United States, entering the 
University of Virginia.  In 1830, this great short story writer was accepted to West Point, 
an appointment that lasted only eight months. 
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  Pattern:_____    Visual Structure:_____ 
 
Evaporation is an interesting process.  The sun causes water to evaporate into the 
atmosphere.  In the atmosphere, the water vapor cools.  The cooling results in water 
forming again.  The collected water is then expelled as rain, which restarts the 
evaporation process. 
 
  Pattern:_____    Visual Structure:_____ 
 
Emphysema is a respiratory disease in which walking, running, and exhaling are difficult.  
Some researchers suggest that the environment plays an important role in developing this 
disease.  A young child who eats a poor diet and who catches many colds may be a prime 
target for emphysema later on in life.  Other researchers have pointed to certain 
hereditary deficiencies in people who develop emphysema.  Cigarette smoking will also 
trigger emphysema in those people whose environment and hereditary encourage this 
disease. 
 
  Pattern:_____    Visual Structure:_____ 
 
FROM:  Chaffee, John.  THINKING CRITICALLY, 2nd Ed.  Boston:  Houghton Mifflin 

Book Co., c. 1988. 
 

Eisenberg, Anne.  READING TECHNICAL BOOKDS, 2nd Ed.  Englewood 
Cliffs: New Jersey, c. 1989. 
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