
HE LEI HO‘OKAHI
To Be As One Lei Adorned

A tribute to the late Kumu Hula Darrell Lupenui and 
celebration of 50 years of kāne hula at the Merrie Monarch

A special restaging of the 2026 Merrie Monarch Hō‘ike 
by the EŌ LEI ‘ILIAHI Foundation 

FRIDAY • MAY 22, 2026 • 7:30 PM
UNIVERSITY OF HAWAI‘I AT MĀNOA KENNEDY THEATRE

In commemoration of 100 years of
UH Mānoa Summer Sessions 

ASIA PACIFIC DANCE FESTIVAL
proudly presents
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In commemoration of 100 years of
UH Mānoa Summer Sessions

He Lei Ho‘okahi
To be As One Lei Adorned

A special restaging of this year's Merrie Monarch Hō‘ike 
by the Eō Lei ‘Iliahi Foundation

A stirring tribute to the late Kumu Hula Darrell Lupenui and a celebration of 
50 years of kāne hula at Merrie Monarch, the evening invites our community 
to experience the strength of kāne hula and the richness of mo‘olelo. Together, 
we honor these milestones and the enduring legacy carried forward by kumu, 
dancers, and hālau.
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Please turn o�  all electronic devices, cell phones, and alarms.
Absolutely no photography, audio or video recording permitted.

WEHE
Ho‘okupu Ceremonies to Honor

The Late Kumu Hula Darrell ‘Ih‘ihilauākea Lupenui

HULA KAHIKO
LELE ANA O KĀ‘ENA / KE HA‘A LĀ PUNA

Hālau Ka Waikahe Lani Mālia - Kumu Kamalani Kia

HOLE WAIMEA
Men of Kahulaliwai - Kumu Kamalani Kia

HE ALOHA NO NA PUA
Hālau Kawaili‘ulā - Kumu Chinky Mahoe (Coed)

MANUO‘O
Hālau Kawaili‘ulā - Kumu Chinky Mahoe (Coed)

MOKAUEA KU‘U MOKU
Hālau Pa‘akea Wai Lehua - Kumu Pa‘akea Hicks

KA MO‘OLELO

The OGs - “Let The Stories Be Told”

THE WAIMĀPUNA LEGACY
MOLOKA‘I SEGMENT

Ka Manu O Ka Moku Lehua

PROGRAM



KA MO‘OLELO

The OGs - “Let The Stories Be Told”

HULA ‘AUANA
HANOHANO NO KALIHI

Hālau Paʻakea Wai Lehua - Kumu Paʻakea Hicks

NĀNEA KŌ MAKA
Hālau Kawailiʻulā - Kumu Chinky Mahoe (kāne)

ALOHA KAUA‘I & HE NANI MOKIHANA
Hālau Kawailiʻulā - Kumu Chinky Mahoe (wahine)

PUA ‘ILIAHI
Hālau Paʻakea Wai Lehua - Kumu Paʻakea Hicks

FEATURED HULA
Ladies of Ke Ala O Ka Lauaʻe - Kumu Healani Youn 

(Island of Kauaʻi)

KALENA KAI
Hālau Ka Waikahe Lani Mālia - Kumu Kamalani Kia

HOLO WA‘APĀ
Men of Kahulaliwai - Kumu Kamalani Kia

MOKUO‘EO
Hālau Kawaiʻulaokalā - Kumu Keliʻi Puchalski
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BLAINE KAMALANI KIA
Kumu Hula & President of Eō 
Lei ‘Iliahi

Blaine Kamalani Kia, is a 
native Hawaiian born and 
raised in Honolulu, Hawai’i, 

with a college education/degree as a music 
major, and a minor in business. Mr. Kia 
owns and operates a Hawaiian consulting 
and entertainment company known as KIA 
Enterprises, LLC for nearly thirty years and 
founded several Hawaiian cultural non-pro� t 
organizations expanding across four countries. 
As a Kumu Hula of nearly forty years, Blaine 
began his teachings in 1987 and created his 
Women of Hālau Ka Waikahe Lani Mālie 
and Men of Kahulaliwai. Blaine is an “OG” 
with the former Men of Waimāpuna (1980-
1987). After the passing of his late kumu hula, 
Darrell Lupenui, Blaine was mentored by the 
late kumu hula, John Kaimikaua (1987-2008) 
and later tutored and counseled under Loea 
Kawaikapuokalani Hewett (1989-Present).

CHINKY MAHOE
Kumu Hula & Vice President 
of Eō Lei ‘Iliahi

Chinky Māhoe began dancing 
hula in December of 1967 
under hula master “Uncle” 

George Nā‘ope. In July of 1977 he then 
joined “� e Men of Waimāpuna” under 
the direction of the late kumu hula Darrell 
Lupenui who has won several Merrie Monarch 
competitions with both their men and women 
hālau. In November of 1979 Māhoe, with 
the help and consent of his kumu Darrell, 
began teaching his hālau in Kailua, O‘ahu. In 
1982 Māhoe left “� e Men of Waimāpuna” 
to concentrate on his hālau “Kawaili‘ulā.”  
Kawaili‘ulā, meaning mirage of shimmering 
water is a family name as well as Māhoe’s 
middle name. Mahoe is universally recognized 
for his choreographic creativity and for his 
many compositions for hula. Hālau Hula 

`O Kawaili`ula, considered one of the top 
halau, has won numerous awards at the major 
hula competitions over the years, including 
several top prizes at the world renown Merrie 
Monarch Festival. � e hālau travels widely 
introducing traditional hula to enthusiastic 
audiences in Japan, New Zealand, Korea, 
Okinawa, and Canada, as well as numerous 
cities across the United States. Mahoe has 
twice performed in the legendary Carnegie 
Hall with his dancers. He also holds many 
workshops to instruct Mainland, Japanese, 
and Canadian kumu hula in e� orts to 
promote the art form.

Mo‘oku‘auhau
Kumu Hula, George Naope
� e Late kumu hula, Darrel Lupenui (� e 
Men of Waimapuna)

LOUELLA CAZIMERO-
BACTAD
Former Ladies of Ke Ala O Ka 
Laua‘e & Treasurer of Eō Lei 
‘Iliahi

Louella, is an original hula 
pupil of the Late Kumu Hula, Darrell Lupenui 
and the former Ladies of Ke Ala O Ka Laua‘e.  
Lou serves as the current Treasurer for Eō Lei 
‘Iliahi. Lou is retired after almost 42 years as 
a DOD employee with the last 8 years as the 
Sexual Assault Response Coordinator for the 
Navy in Hawai‘i.

BOBBI-LYNN KUPIHEA-
CHAR
Secretary of Eō Lei ‘Iliahi

Bobbi-Lynn, better known 
among her hula siblings as 
“Keiki,” is an original hula 

pupil of the Late Kumu Hula, Darrell 
Lupenui and the former Ladies of Ke Ala O 
Ka Laua‘e. Keiki also serves as the current 
Secretary for Eo Lei ‘Iliahi. Keiki is an 
educator/teacher with the State of Hawai‘i 
currently at Kaimūki High School.

KUMU HUL A

5



6

PA‘AKEA HICKS
Kumu Hula & Executive Board 
Member of Eō Lei ‘Iliahi

WandaMae Pa‘akea Hicks, 
began her hula dancing with 
her grandmother Annie 

Pa‘akea Castro. Hawaiian music and Hula 
was instilled in our family. At the age 
of 10, Pa‘akea began dancing hula with 
Kumu Hula Carolee Nishi. During High 
School, participated in a high school Hula 
Competition, under the direction of the late 
Kumu Hula Darrell Lupenui and later joined 
his halau, Ladies of Ke Ala O Ka Laua‘e. 
Started teaching hula in 1986 and opened 
halau in May 2000. Halau Pa‘akea Wai Lehua. 
Pa‘aka Is dedicated to share the Art of Hula 
and perpetuate the Hawaiian Culture. Most 
important is to instill in the students to love, 
honor and respect the Art of Hula. Sharing 
the Hula through numerous performances, 
community service events and participating in 
Hula festivals and competitions has helped her 
students to grow and love the Hula. Pa‘akea 
is also involved currently with teaching Hula 
to several local preschools on our island of 
O‘ahu, and expanding her Hula knowledge 
abroad  in California and Japan.

LAURIE MARKS
Former Ladies of Ke Ala O 
Ka Laua‘e & Executive Board 
Member Eō Lei ‘Iliahi

Laurie Marks began her hula 
Journey with John Pi’ilani 

Watkins at the age of 16. His hula studio was 
above Boulevard Saimin in Kalihi. He then 
moved to Waipahu above little Egypt. Marks 
danced at NCO clubs on base, Germaine’s 
Lū‘au and � e House of Janis. Marks’ hula 
journey continued with Kumu Darrell 
Lupenui in 1979. With just two 

musicians and two dancers Marks danced 
for small private parties. � en in 1980 Kumu 
Darrell took � ve dancers to Kaua’i to dance. 
� is is when he decided to form Keala o Ka 
Laua‘e, his womens Hālau. We entered many 
Kamehameha Day competitions.  In 1984 
Marks’ 1st son was born and was knick named 
“the hālau baby.” � en in 1985 Kumu Darrell 
took Ke Ala o Ka Laua‘e to Merrie Monarch . 
It was special to be one of the older woman in 
the Hālau. � is is a hula journey that Marks 
will always remember and cherish!

TAMMY TAMIKO 
IPOLANI SILVA
Kumu Hula & Executive Board 
Member of Eō Lei ‘Iliahi

Ipolani Silva is a native 
Hawaiian, born and raised on 

the island of O‘ahu. She is a member of the 
Kamehameha Schools graduating class of 
1981, and a life-long student of polynesian 
dance. Her � rst lesson was at the age of four. 
1981 Ipolani met her primary Kumu Hula 
Darrell Ihi‘ihilauakea Lupenui and became a 
member of the Ladies of  Keala O Ka Laua‘e. 
After Kumu Lupenui’s passing in 1987, she 
then continued her studies under Chinky 
Mahoe and also began dancing professionally 
which led to her relocation to Las Vegas in 
1992 with Germaine’s Luau. Kumu Silva 
opened her � rst halau in Las Vegas, Nevada 
in 1993, and her Production Company the 
following year. She relocated to Honolulu 
in 2003 and formed FIA Entertainment, 
LLC and Halau Ke‘ala ‘O Ka ‘Iliahi and has 
expanded with schools in Las Vegas, and 
Japan.
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PERFORMERS

Waimāpuna - � e Legacy 
Lima Harbottle
Kalani Akana
Greg Lontayao
Zosimo Arista
Wesley Campanion
Blaine Kia

Hālau Kawaili’ulā
Kumu Hula Chinky Mahoe
Nate Cruz
Takumi Oshima
Greg Juan
Taka Watanabe
Bryson Hughes
Kalei Mckeon
Lōkahi Orian
Kapena Sakuma
‘Ehā Kahula
Noah Cordero
Duke Inagaki
Ryan Berney
Dylon Kawa‘akoa
Any Cruz
Moani Silva
Kamaile Sni� en
Tania Van Scoy
Michi Kamada
Makena Mauricio
Alexis Silva Nihipali

Kawaiulaokalā
Kumu Hula Keliʻi Puchalski  
Branden Cote
Kamakani Keller
Aviao Hannemann
Akira MacFarland
Maddox Markham
Titus Tausaga
Hi‘ilei Puchalski
Kalehua Puchalski
Chelei Kahalewai
Sierra Moniz
Mele Custodia-Nahinu
Jayla Chun
Coco Nishino
Lihau Batalona
Mia Rodriguez
Dylan Machado
Louisa Mossman

Hālau Keolakapuokalani
Kumu Hula Drake Dela Force
Kala Caberto  
Sebastian Heine 
Kapena Mokiao  
Jacob Morris  
Kenyon Purcell  
Maika Ulufale  

Hālau Pa’akea Wai Lehua  
Kumu Hula Pa‘akea Hicks  
Tasha Castro
Anuhea Char 
Halia Char
Ayshia McMonigle
Scarlet Ramelb 
Isis Pili 
Mahina Palea
Leighton Andrews 
Kim Arista

Kūkaho’omalu
Kumu Hula Kū Koanui-Souza
Joby Faris 
Ikaika Ibara 
Po‘okela Montero 
Memphis Manewa

Auana - Waimapuna    
Downline
Blaine Nohar
Brad Santos
Charley Regua
Graig DeSilva
Drake Delaforce
John Nakagawa
John Trujillo
Kamaka Pili
Kiko Gapelu
Makolo Mahuka
Mason Pulgados
Mike Tulba
Nalani Keale
Rich Pedrina
Jonothan Nishita
Ka‘imi Kaina

Hālau Ka Waikahe Lani 
Malie & Hālau Kahulaliwai   
Kumu Hula Blaine Kamalani Kia
Connie Keoahunui (Connie) 
Warrington
Puamana (Barbara)Michelman
Kahi‘i (Debbie) Harbottle           
Kulia (Stephanie) Shiroma  Elina 
Grugier-Bell  
Makaalohi (Sawako) Van Osdol
Punalei (Lynne) Yoshimoto      
Misaki Duncans  
Kawau’i (Trisha) Kodama            
Kaleonani Kia
Opua Kia
Mahiehie Kia
Loke Lauren Porter
Alaina Bryant
Shyla Salt
Hanna Yansey
Alan Hunley
Kalani Beale
Kaleo-o-kalani Kia
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EŌ LEI ʻILIAHI: A sandalwood lei that answers to its name – one of the many lei worn 
by the late Kumu Hula Darrell ‘Ihi‘ihilauākea Lupenui. By honoring the image of this lei, 
we honor our Kumu Darrell Lupenui. It is the mission of our Non-Profit Foundation to 
perpetuate the unique tradition, teaching, and hula styling of the late Kumu Hula and 

his legacy for future generations.

As former men of Waimāpuna and former Ladies of Ke Ala O Ka Laua‘e, we are proud to share 
his life through our own achievements among kumu hula ourselves and our dedicated hālau hula 
(hula schools)! We are given the mission to cement his name and his mark of hula! We do so with 
presentations in Hula Kahiko (ancient dances), Hula Auana (modern dances), and Mo‘olelo (the 
stories). This journey through hula expands 50 years! It will be an EPIC evening! One for all time!

EŌ LEI ʻILIAHI BOARD OF DIRECTORS

President .................................... Blaine Kamalani Kia
Vice President ............................ Chinky Mahoe
Treasurer .................................... Louella Cazimero-Bactad
Secretary ..................................... Bobbi-Lynn Kupihea-Char
Executive Members .................... Pa‘akea Hicks, Laurie Marks, Tammy Ipolani Silva
Honorable Emeritus ................... � e Late Charlene Campbell



THE WAIMĀPUNA LEGACY
Lumaha‘i

Nā U‘i O Kaua‘i / ManōKalanipō

THE MARK OF THE OGs 
Ku‘u Hoa

� e Former Men of Waimāpuna
� e Former Ladies of Ke Ala O Ka Laua‘e

THE FINAL ‘EŌ”
Waikaloa

� e Generations!

PANI
“Eia Nā Pua”

Stage Director
Desiree Koanui-Souza

MC
Billy V & Kamaka Pili

Musicians
Moon Kauakahi • Blaine Kia • Kikau Kia • Eric Lee • Kū Koanui • Chinky Māhoe

Tickets
Greg Lontayao

Media
Kikau Kia • Kaleo-boi Kia • Moanikeala Silva

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS & RECOGNITIONS
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MAHALO Ā NUI



About UH Mānoa Outreach College
The University of Hawai‘i at Mānoa Outreach College expands access to quality education and 
cultural experiences through innovative programs, partnerships, and community engagement. 
For over 100 years, our Summer Sessions have provided opportunities for learners worldwide 
to advance their knowledge while experiencing Hawai‘i's unique cultural and natural 
environment.

About the Asia Paci� c Dance Festival
Established in 2011 as an initiative of the Community Programs department of Outreach 
College and a unique o� ering of Summer Sessions, the Asia Pacific Dance Festival (APDF) 
celebrates the diversity and excellence of dance traditions, artistry, and scholarship across the 
region. One of the festival’s central goals is to ensure that hula is prominently showcased and 
thoughtfully placed in dialogue alongside other dance forms, reflecting APDF’s commitment 
to honoring Hawaiian cultural practices while fostering exchange across contemporary Asia-
Pacific communities.

University of Hawai‘i at Mānoa Outreach College
Tim Slaughter, Interim Dean

Saori Doi, Interim Associate Dean
Harriet Abe, Summer Sessions Chair

Sarah Simmons, Operations Coordinator

Community Programs Department

SheenRu Yong, Chair • Michelle Huynh, Faculty Specialist
Margret Arakaki, Operations Coordinator • M Richard, Production Coordinator

Marketing Department

Jayson Harper, Director • Paula Tanji

We would especially like to express our gratitude to:
We would especially like to express our gratitude to UH Mānoa's Department of 

� eatre & Dance for their collaboration. We also extend our sincere mahalo to the sta�  
and technical crew of Kennedy � eatre whose time, expertise, and care 

helped make this concert possible.

CONNECT WITH US!

@APdancefest @APdancefest

For more information, call 808-956-8246, email APDF@hawaii.edu, or visit 
http://outreach.hawaii.edu/apdf. Scan the QR code to be routed to our website.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS


