A report on the short term training course that was conducted at ICARDA
A delegation (which was composed of 17 trainees from the Ministry of Agriculture and one trainee from the ministry of Higher Education) paid a visit to Syria. The depart Erbil to Syria on June 12th and they were received by the representatives of ICARDA at the midnight of 12/13 June at Damascus. They were transferred later to Aleppo on June 13th, 2007. The training was lasting until July 9th, 2007. On July 10th, they depart Syria for Iraqi Kurdistan region. 
The training course covered the following topics " IPM, Wheat, barley and legume  breeding, tissue culture, plant breeding, conserving genetic stocks, quality and hygiene of seeds, Water use   improvement, Experimental designs, Agricultural research center management, agricultural processes in arid lands and  writing reports. 
 Also field trips were made to:
1. Seed certification center at Aleppo.

2. Agricultural research center at Humis

3. Two farmer fields at Ebeen and Efreen

4. ICARDA fields to be   acquainted with drip   irrigation system and water harvesting techniques. 

5. Huma, Lazikia, Humis and Damascus during their leisure time for entertainment purpose.
However the merits and demerits of this training course can be summarized as follows:
A-Merits

1. The training course encompassed diversity of agricultural specialization.
2. Significant progresses were made in introducing new varieties and practicing tissue cultures.

3. Introducing drought resistant varieties of cereal crops and legumes.

4. Following IPM to combat plant diseases and insect eradication.

5. All Agricultural processes are mechanized.
6. There is a workshop for maintenance.
7. Keeping plant species for short and long term periods in museum.

B-Demerits

1. The time   spent for practical aspects was short in comparison to the time spent for theoretical lectures

2. Training on sophisticated instruments was   for very short time, knowing that  training on such instruments is in need of several weeks

3. The time dedicated to visit the (Al-Ghab ) research center for seed certification was short.

4. The time of training was inappropriate. It was supposed be carried out during April
On the other hand the recommendations are:

C-Recommendations for future works

1. To conduct continuous short training at host institutions, especially at ICARDA. 

2.  Opening  a research center like ICARD in Iraqi Kurdistan region
3. To consider the homogeneity of trainees when they are candidated     to participate in training courses.
4. To concentrate on one topic during  training.  For instance training on (Integrated pest management.  
