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ORIENTATION FOR SHORT-TERM
POSTDOCTORAL FELLOWSHIP

Information Session for Fellowships
Presented by

JSPS San Francisco Office

Tracking US, Canada 
Academic Trends

Academic
Symposia

Fellowship 
Information 

Sessions

JSPS Headquarters
Established in 1932
The Largest Funding Agency 
in Japan
Budget FY2023:
Approx. 2.0 Billion USD

JSPS San Francisco Office
Established in 2003,
Over 20 years!

About Japan Society for the Promotion of Science (JSPS)
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JSPS Bangkok Office

JSPS TOKYO

JSPS Beijing Office

JSPS Nairobi Research Station

JSPS Cairo Research Station

JSPS Strasbourg Office

JSPS Bonn Office

JSPS Stockholm Office

JSPS Washington OfficeJSPS San 
Francisco Office

In Berkeley

JSPS London Office

Ph.D.

Graduate 6 years after Ph.D. Mid-Career Professor
Career Stages of Researchers Nobel Prize 

Level

• Outline of Fellowship Programs to Japan

Fellowships 
include both airfare 

+ a living 
stipend to cover a 

research trip to 
Japan

Summer

2 
months

About 
80

Short-
Term

1-12 
months

About 
140

Standard

1-2 
years

About 
340

Long-Term

2-10 
months

About 60

Short-Term

14-60 
days

About 160

Postdoctoral Fellowships Invitational Fellowships

Fellowship Programs to Japan
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Fellowship Overview

• Via Open Recruitment and Nominating Authority
• Application Materials

Application procedures

• Different deadlines?

Timeframe

How to find host researchers

Helpful Information

Fellowships Agenda

▪ Available to all fields
▪ Includes living stipend, round-trip air travel, travel 

insurance, research support allowance
▪ Variety of programs to match your career and purpose
▪ Multiple application opportunities available 

throughout the year
▪ Focuses on academic value of your research plan
▪ Applied for with the cooperation of a host researcher

in Japan

OverviewFellowships
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We have fellowship programs for:

Features

• Ph.D. Candidates (within 2 
years of receiving Ph.D. degree)

• Postdoctoral Scholars
• Professors
• and Other Researchers...

US and non-US Citizens
Please check here 
for your eligibility:
https://www.jspsusa-
sf.org/fellowship_eligibility/f
ellowship_eligibility.html

Fellowships

of all fields!

Application methods
OPEN RECRUITMENT

HOST NOMINATING AUTHORITY

SELECTION 1 & 
NOMINATION

CANDIDATE

NOMINATING AUTHORITY

SELECTION 2
(Approve nomination)

JSPS

SUBMISSION

HOST

SELECTIONHOST INSTITUTION

JSPS

CANDIDATE

Application MethodsFellowships Application Methods

https://www.jspsusa-sf.org/fellowship_eligibility/fellowship_eligibility.html
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Program Type
Post-doctoral Invitational

Summer Short-term Standard Short-term Long-term

Field All Research Fields（Natural Sciences, Humanities, Social Sciences）

El
ig

ib
ili

ty

Career
Graduate Student 

(includes Masters')
Pre/Post-doc*

Pre/Post-doc* Post-doc* Mid-career/
Professor

Mid-career/
Professor

Nationality
(researched in)
US**, Canada,

Russia, Switzerland, 
Norway, EU, UK

(for 3 years)

(researched in)
US**, Canada, 

Russia, Switzerland, 
Norway, EU, UK (for 

3 years)

All Countries All Countries All Countries

Duration 2 mos. 1 to 12
mos. 12 to 24 mos. 14 to 60 days 2 to 10

mos.

§ Please refer to application guidelines for details.

* Pre-doc = Ph.D. students expected to receive Ph.D. within 2 years after their JSPS Fellowship start date are also eligible.

** There are some exceptions. Please refer to the application guideline.

Overview No. 1Overview No. 1Fellowships

Program Type

Post-doctoral Invitational

Short-term Standard Short-term Long-term

O
pe

n 
Re

cr
ui

tm
en

t

Available slots*
[all countries] 140 330 130 50

N
om

in
at

in
g

A
ut

ho
ri

ty

Available slots*
in USA

NIH 3 2

CJS at 
UHM 1

§ Please refer to application guidelines for details.
* The number of available slots is approximate.

Fellowships Overview No. 2
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Slot for Short-term Postdoctoral FellowshipFellowships

Eligibility 
• Graduate Student (Graduating within 2 years) or 

Postdoctoral Scholar (having received their Ph.D. within 6 
years)

• U.S. National, or has been studying in U.S. for 3 years
• Focus on Japan and/or Japanese studies in their 

research

Slots
• 1-2 recommendations from CJS to JSPS SFO,
• 1 guaranteed nomination from JSPS SFO to JSPS Tokyo

If you do not receive 
this nomination slot, 

you are welcome 
to apply for 

any other fellowship!

FY2024 Postdoctoral Fellowship for Research in 
Japan (Short-term) Fellowship

HOST

SELECTION 1 -
Recommendation

CANDIDATE

Application to JSPS through CJS at UHM

SELECTION 3 -
Nomination Approval

JSPS Tokyo

Find Host 
Researcher & 

Complete 
Application

Submit Application 
to CJS at UHM

CJS submits 
recommendations to 

JSPS SFO

JSPS SFO submits 
nomination to JSPS 

Tokyo

Fellowships Procedure

SELECTION 2 -
Nomination

JSPS SFOCJS - UHM

4 months prior to 
requested research 

start date

3 months prior to 
requested research 

start date

No later than 11/2/2024

Must arrive in Japan between 
April 1st, 2024 – March 31st, 2025
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Overview No. 1Application MaterialsFellowships

Application Materials – How to Apply!

Application Form from Overseas Candidate
• Personal Information (think CV)
• Have you received a JSPS fellowship before?
• How proficient are you in Japanese?

• (You are not judged on this)
• Publications, awards, etc.
• Research Plan for this fellowship
• Academic Goals/Career Prospects after Fellowship

Letter of Recommendation from Academic Supervisor

Acknowledgement Form from Applicant (Host Researcher)

Check here 
for more detailed

information!

*Ph.D. Students who won't graduate before arriving in Japan – an official letter 
stating you are on track to graduate with your Ph.D. within 2 years

Host institution’s 
internal deadline

JSPS’s deadline Selection result
posted

2024 2025
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 1 2 3

Pre/
Postdocs

Postdoctoral Short-term
1-12 mos.

Postdocs
Postdoctoral Standard

12-24 mos.

Mid-career
Professors / 
Experienced 
Researchers

Invitational Short-term
14-60 days

Invitational Long-term
2-10 mos.

Start research
in Japan

Schedule - Open Recruitment -Fellowships

〈JSPS’s deadline〉
https://www.jsps.go.jp/english/e-
ippan/appliguidelines.html

〈JSPS’s deadline〉
https://www.jsps.go.jp/english/e-
inv/application.html

〈JSPS’s deadline〉
https://www.jsps.go.jp/english/e-
inv/application.html

〈JSPS’s deadline〉
https://www.jsps.go.jp/english/e-oubei-
s/appliguidelines.html

https://www.jsps.go.jp/english/e-ippan/appliguidelines.html
https://www.jsps.go.jp/english/e-inv/application.html
https://www.jsps.go.jp/english/e-inv/application.html
https://www.jsps.go.jp/english/e-oubei-s/appliguidelines.html


3/12/24

8

All 
successful applicants

must have the 
cooperation of a
host researcher

§ Ask your professors/colleagues

§ Refer to academic journals

§ Search for researchers in Japan at:

Fellowship Finding a Host Researcher

https://researchmap.jp/
?lang=en

https://www-jsps-
net.jsps.go.jp/C00

http://ci.nii.ac.jp/en

Finding a Host ResearcherFellowships

Our JSPS alumni!

http://www.jspsusa-alumni.org/

https://www.jsps.go.jp/en
glish/e-plaza/index.html

Helpful ConnectionsFellowships

https://researchmap.jp/?lang=en
https://www-jsps-net.jsps.go.jp/C00
http://ci.nii.ac.jp/en
http://www.jspsusa-alumni.org/
https://www.jsps.go.jp/english/e-plaza/index.html
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Other International Programs

19

Bilateral joint projects and seminars are open to agencies of countries with diplomatic 
relations with Japan, whether or not they have an MoU with JSPS.
Support for Japanese Researchers Team:
Joint Research: Up to JPY¥2,000,000 /year, up to 2 years
Joint Seminar: Up to JPY¥2,000,000/seminar
Joint Seminar (Interuniversity Cooperation): Up to JPY¥3,000,000/seminar

Bilateral Cooperative Program: Open Partnership Joint 
Projects/Seminars

Consultation

JSPS

Japanese 
Researchers

Any Funding 
Agencies

Overseas 
Researchers

Joint Research Projects

Joint Seminars

Joint Seminars (Interuniversity Cooperation)

Proposal Support SupportProposal
(Expected but not required)
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A. Advanced Research Networks

B.  Asia-Africa Science Platforms

Began FY2012

Core-to-Core Program

■Target: Any country in the world
■Grants: Up to 18,000,000JPY/year
*Counterpart institutions are required to 
cover the cost of their researchers.
■Project Duration: 5 years

■Target: Asian and/or African 
countries/regions

Core-to-Core Program

Number of applications/selected proposals

FY2019 FY2020 FY2021 FY2022 FY2023

App. Sel. App. Sel. App. Sel. App. Sel. App. Sel.

A.
Advanced

52 8 41 9 38 8 17 8 14 8

B. Asia-
Africa

74 10 50 10 38 10 33 10 26 8

Support for Outbound Young Japanese Researchers

ü Tenure: 2 years
ü Financial Support: Roundtrip international 

airfare, maintenance allowance (JPY 
¥4,526,000 - ¥7,500,000/year/person)

Overseas Research Fellowships

Challenge Program for Young Researchers 

ü This program gives doctoral students an opportunity to go 
overseas to experience a new research environment

ü Period of Overseas Stay: 3 to 12 months
ü Financial Support: Roundtrip international 

airfare, maintenance allowance(JPY ¥1,000,000-
¥1,400,000), bench fees (Up to JPY ¥200,000)

Support for Outbound Young Japanese Researchers
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Fellowship

https://www.jsps.go.jp/english/

Where to Find More InformationFellowship

Fellowship Where to Find More InformationFellowship

https://www.jsps.go.jp/english/
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Where to Find More InformationFellowship

Fellowship Where to Find More Information

• List of Fellows
List of current fellows 
and their research fields

• Selections ratio
*varies by year, 
averages around 20-30%

• Selection process

Fellowship
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Email us:
sfo-info@overseas.jsps.go.jp

Visit our website:
www.jspsusa-sf.org (San Francisco Office)

www.jsps.go.jp/english (JSPS Tokyo Office)

For more information

Application 
Guidelines

(available on JSPS Tokyo 
Office Website)

For More Information

See:

Follow us:

For More Information

Thank you
for 

attending!
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Question and Answer Section

Any questions?


