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Working in water* 
 

1.   If you are working in streams, always be aware of the weather conditions, 
especially upstream.  You are NOT to work in streambeds when heavy rains are 
in the forecast. 

 
2.  Wear footwear appropriate for the task, e.g., rubber boots, spiked tabis (i.e., 

those designed for wading).  Do not jump from rock to rock.  Always ensure that 
your footing is safe. 

 
3.  If, after working in a stream, pond, marsh, or in some way associated with water, 

you come down with flu-like symptoms that persist, consult your physician and 
inform him/her that you may have been exposed to Leptospirosis.  If you have a 
break in your skin that could be exposed to water, let your Supervisor know so 
that protective measures can be taken or you can be assigned to other duties. 

 
4. Never drink untreated water from streams or any source other than a municipal 

supply.  If you suffer from diarrhea and have a hydrogen sulfide taste in your 
mouth after belching, consult your doctor and inform him/her of the possibility 
of your having Giardiasis or amoebic dysentery.  If your doctor confirms that 
you are suffering from any such disease, you must notify your Supervisor 
immediately.  You will not work in the field until your doctor has confirmed that 
you are free of the disease.   

 
 

Working in Caves* 
 

PCSU personnel may, from time to time, need to enter cave systems to survey, monitor, 
sample, or evaluate cultural sites or natural organisms and their habitats. 
 
Caves in Hawaiʻi occur primarily in volcanic substrates and consist of lava tubes or lava 
blisters that have formed in pāhoehoe (smooth lava) flows.  Lava tube widths can range 
from a few feet to thirty feet, with heights from a foot to over twenty feet, and tube 
systems can extend up to several miles, although not all sections may be accessible.  
Skylights or collapsed roof sections are common in lava tubes.  All lava tubes and blisters 
that PCSU personnel work in are prehistoric and have long since attained a cooled, non-
toxic, and stable condition.  Lava tubes near active volcanic structures, as on Big Island, 
are never to be entered without special training.  If there are any safety concerns about 
a lava tube, do not enter it.  Do not enter a cave or tube if you are claustrophobic.  
Always file a Cave Work Plan with your Supervisor or local law enforcement. 
 
A variety of animal may use caves.  Honey bees, paper wasps, and spiders may nest 
under overhangs at entrances.  Goats, sheep, and pigs resting in caves may bolt for the 


