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Machetes* 
 
If you are uncomfortable using a machete, do not use it; let someone else do the 
cutting. 
 
Use the machete or knife properly; get training from an experienced person to 
understand how to use it. 
 
Sharpen only the upper half of the machete; that is the business end! 
 
When not in use, you should have the machete in its case or sheath.  Keep the machete 
in its sheath when hiking.  Make sure the machete cannot cut through or slip out of the 
sheath. 
 
Use safety eyewear to protect against possible injury from vegetation swinging back 
towards your face. 
 
If clearing thick vegetation or creating trails, keep at least 10-12 feet away from the next 
person; under these conditions, know where your coworkers are at all times. 
 
If clearing trails or areas that are moderately vegetated, keep the spacing between you 
and your coworkers even greater.  If you stop to cut something, make sure the person 
following you knows your intentions and stops. 
 
Make sure the handle of the machete has a wrap that will provide non-slip grip even 
when wet; replace the wrap frequently.  In lieu of using a wrap, wear high quality 
synthetic gloves that are snug even when wet with a wristband to keep the glove from 
shifting while being used; fingers and palms should be padded and have non-slip 
qualities. 
 
While cutting, make sure of your footing; if you slip with the machete, make sure it is 
away from your body and limbs.  Do not use it as a prop to gain your balance. 
 
As you cut in a downward motion, make sure your down-stroke will not cut through the 
target plant and continue towards your thigh, knee, shin, or foot. 
 
When cutting at head level or higher, make sure that the cut vegetation does not fall on 
you, be too high that you miss or only get a glancing cut such that you lose control of 
the machete. 
 
When clearing uluhe, wear leather gloves to protect your hands from the sharp points. 
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When cutting tall grass or light brush at its base, swing horizontally, preferably away 
from you, and be aware that you may hit a rock or other hidden item that will stop your 
movement immediately.  Wearing a padded glove may help. 
 
Do not cut upright woody vegetation in a vertical angle such that it will create a "punji" 
stick; cut low and horizontally. 
 
After returning from the field, clean your machete, sharpen properly with a file, oil to 
keep from rusting; dry a wet sheath, do not store a machete in a damp sheath.  Check if 
handle wrap needs replacing. 
 
 

Checking Equipment 
 
You must check all your issued field equipment frequently, especially before heading 
into the field. 
 

A. Check for effective function  such as knives/machetes, chainsaw chain sharp, 
boots have treads, raingear has no holes, and daypack or internal frame 
pack/rucksack zippers are working. 

 
B. Safety latches work properly, such as those for a weapon, knife, chainsaw. 

 
C. Switches/knobs/buttons working on radios, cellular phones, EPIRBs, and 

chainsaws. 
 

D. Handles of machetes and long-handled tools are  safe and wrapped, not cracked 
or splintered. 

 
E. Batteries are charged for radios, GPS, flashlights, cellular phones, cameras.  Carry 

spares. 
 

F. Critical items, such as radios, cell phones, GPS, flashlight, pens, cameras, and 
EPIRBs are in working condition,. 

 
G. PPE are in good shape and functional for chainsaw chaps, gloves, flight suits, 

flight helmets, flyer’s gloves, earplugs, safety glasses/goggles, respirators, 
hardhats. 
 

If you used any equipment while in the field, check them after returning from the field 
to ensure they will work properly when taking them out again. 
 
 
  


