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with the firearm SOP that was written for your project and for projects that you may 
partner with.  PCSU will determine refresher requirements on a project-by-project basis. 
 
You must abide by all state and federal laws and must pass a criminal background check. 
 
Firearms issuance will follow your project’s firearms SOP, including the same individual 
signing out and returning the weapon and munitions to the project’s Firearm Custodian. 
 
When issued a project firearm, you accept the responsibility to return it in a clean and 
ready-to-use condition. 
 
If you have a personal firearm you wish to use in lieu of a project firearm, you must have 
permission from your Program Manager and PCSU.  All personal weapons will require 
proof of ownership and registration. Unregistered rifles owned prior to 1994 will need 
to be registered.  When transporting the weapon to/from work and to/from the 
fieldwork site, keep the weapon unloaded in a locked gun case; handguns will also 
require a trigger lock.  You may only use project-issued ammunition. 
 
When you sign out a weapon or if using your personal weapon, an appropriate amount 
of ammunition will be issued to you.  All ammunition is accountable to you and all 
unused rounds must be returned upon completion of that field activity. 
 
You must obtain prior approval from the landowner to carry a firearm on their property. 
 
 

Herbicides* 
 
1.  If your work requires you to apply herbicides, you must either work under the 

supervision of a person who is a certified restricted pesticide applicator or have a 
current certificate yourself. 

 
2.  You must wear the appropriate safety equipment and clothing at all times while 

preparing and/or dispensing the herbicide.  You are responsible for maintaining 
that equipment and clothing and replacing it BEFORE its integrity is 
compromised due to wear and tear. 

 
3.           You must always abide by the instructions on the pesticide label. 
 
4. In case of an accident, especially where you get chemicals on your skin, you must 

notify your Supervisor as soon as practicable after you have completed rinsing 
off the chemicals. 

 
 
  


