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document their work; PCSU Safety Manager will review their documentation and 
may waive the need for a refresher.  Those performing infrequent external load 
hook-ups will need to take a refresher within four years of their initial training. 

 
3. For project staff involved with helicopter or fix-wing mission flights over the 

ocean or along coastlines, you should receive the AMD Water Ditching and 
Survival training.  To know the exit procedures better, new employees should 
take the course for two consecutive years.  Refresher training requirements are 
an individual’s choice. 

 
4. ALL staff involved with a helicopter operation must wear the appropriate PPE. 
 

A. For passengers, Nomex flight suit (in lieu of a flight suit, wildland firefighter 
Nomex trousers/long sleeve shirt may be substituted), Nomex/leather gloves, 
SPH-5 flight helmet, and above the ankle boots with all leather uppers are 
required outerwear; only natural-fiber clothing or Nomex may be worn under 
the flight suit. 

 
B. Those working around the helicopter but are not passengers, Nomex outer wear 

(flight suit or Nomex pants/long-sleeve shirt), all leather boots, Nomex/leather 
gloves, hearing protection, eye protection as necessary, and a hard hat with chin 
strap are required. 

 
C. PCSU may grant exceptions to the required PPE on a case-by-case basis. 

 
5. Flight plans are required prior to the start of each helicopter operation. 
 
6. A mission risk assessment is required prior to the start of the operation. 
 
7. Flight following is required on all helicopter missions.  An AMD-approved 

vendor’s Automated Flight Following should be used when available; get 
permission from the vendor to access their AFF system. 

 
8. Emergency procedures should be determined in advance and staff trained to 

follow the procedures when an aircraft is overdue or missing, or when there is a 
helicopter accident.  Except in extraordinary circumstances, the primary 
responsibility should rest with local law enforcement or Search and Rescue. 

 
 

Firearms* 
 
If your work requires you to use a firearm, you must have passed a firearms certification 
provided by the National Rifle Association or National Park Service and State of Hawaii 
Hunter Safety Program, with renewals determined by the certifying entity.  Be familiar 
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with the firearm SOP that was written for your project and for projects that you may 
partner with.  PCSU will determine refresher requirements on a project-by-project basis. 
 
You must abide by all state and federal laws and must pass a criminal background check. 
 
Firearms issuance will follow your project’s firearms SOP, including the same individual 
signing out and returning the weapon and munitions to the project’s Firearm Custodian. 
 
When issued a project firearm, you accept the responsibility to return it in a clean and 
ready-to-use condition. 
 
If you have a personal firearm you wish to use in lieu of a project firearm, you must have 
permission from your Program Manager and PCSU.  All personal weapons will require 
proof of ownership and registration. Unregistered rifles owned prior to 1994 will need 
to be registered.  When transporting the weapon to/from work and to/from the 
fieldwork site, keep the weapon unloaded in a locked gun case; handguns will also 
require a trigger lock.  You may only use project-issued ammunition. 
 
When you sign out a weapon or if using your personal weapon, an appropriate amount 
of ammunition will be issued to you.  All ammunition is accountable to you and all 
unused rounds must be returned upon completion of that field activity. 
 
You must obtain prior approval from the landowner to carry a firearm on their property. 
 
 

Herbicides* 
 
1.  If your work requires you to apply herbicides, you must either work under the 

supervision of a person who is a certified restricted pesticide applicator or have a 
current certificate yourself. 

 
2.  You must wear the appropriate safety equipment and clothing at all times while 

preparing and/or dispensing the herbicide.  You are responsible for maintaining 
that equipment and clothing and replacing it BEFORE its integrity is 
compromised due to wear and tear. 

 
3.           You must always abide by the instructions on the pesticide label. 
 
4. In case of an accident, especially where you get chemicals on your skin, you must 

notify your Supervisor as soon as practicable after you have completed rinsing 
off the chemicals. 

 
 
  


