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MARINE CORPS TRAINING AREA-BELLOWS —
Soldiers from the 18th Medical Deployment Support
Command were tested during an intense lane training
exercise, here, Feb. 9-12.

The lanes were scattered with simulated improvised
explosive devises, mock insurgents and various obsta-
cles that the Soldiers maneuvered through with convoy
and foot patrols.

“Getting to work with the radios hands-on and
communicate back-and-forth with the tactical opera-
tions center — since that’s my job — was my favorite
part about the training,” said Pvt. Christina Meekins,
communications specialist, 18th MDSC. “Just going
over the basics, like the three- to five-second rush,
helped me remember and refine those skills.”

The four-day exercise took the Soldiers through
phases of initial operations, deploying the unit, occu-
pying a forward operating base, convoy and patrol op-
erations off the FOB, and a re-deployment to home
station.

“I appreciated the hard work and motivation from
every Soldier that either participated in the training
or helped with the support staff for the training,” said

Capt. Vickee Wolcott, commander, Headquarters
and Headquarters Company, 18th MDSC. “I really
hope that Soldiers learned a lot and had fun doing
it, too, and that it helps prepare them for the next
time they deploy.”

The 18th MEDCOM is the Medical Theater Enabling
Command for the U.S. Army-Pacific region and is
quickly growing into its new role as the region’s sin-
gle medical command and control unit, since moving
from the Korean Peninsula to Fort Shafter, Oct. 2008.
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Soldiers from the 18th MDSC put on their gas masks after a mock chemical attack during the unit’s lane
training exercises at Marine Corps Training Area-Bellows, Feb. 10-12.
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U.S. Army Corps of Engineers-Honolulu District Public Affairs

FORT SHAFTER — A memorandum of agreement to im-
plement a Work Reintegration Volunteer Program for
Soldiers at the Tripler Army Medical Center’s Warrior
Transition Battalion, at Schofield Barracks, was recently
signed by Lt. Col. Douglas Guttormsen, commander, U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers-Honolulu District, and Lt. Col.
David Weisberg, commander, WTB.

USACE-HD and the TAMC-WTB developed the Work
Reintegration Program to provide civilian workplace oppor-
tunities for wounded Soldiers and to help them reintegrate

into the civilian workforce.
Selected program candidates from the WTB will be as-

signed to various USACE-HD organizational positions to
learn and develop areas of career interest identified by each
Soldier. To implement this program, the district agreed to
various support:

•To advertise worksite opportunities to WTB points of
contact and present briefings to Soldiers during training ses-
sions;
•To match future goals of selected Soldiers with a com-

parable training opportunity within the district;
•To provide Soldiers time in their work schedule to attend

all appointments, since the wounded warrior’s recovery is the
highest priority;
•To conduct periodic after-action reviews with both

trainees and supervisors to ensure that this program con-
tinues to meet program objectives; and
•To establish training objectives for each wounded war-

rior and train these Soldiers to meet the objects.

USACE, TAMC assist
wounded warriors

Fencing to keep out wild pigs,
goats is discussed during meeting

KAPUA KAWELO
Oahu Army Natural Resource Program

HONOLULU — The Oahu Army Natural Re-
source Program, or OANRP, recently completed
a series of meetings aimed at reviewing and
guiding the Army’s natural resource conservation
work with endangered species.

Recent projects included the completion of
more than five kilometers of pig and goat fenc-
ing, 150 acres of weed control, the reintroduction
of more than 1,500 endangered plants and rat
control around 75 pairs of nesting Elepaio birds.

“I’m incredibly proud of the accomplishments
of our OANRP,” said Alvin Char, chief, Direc-
torate of Public Work’s Environmental Division.
“When we first started this program back in the
mid-90’s, … there was a tremendous amount of
work that needed to be done towards ecosystem
management on Army lands. There challenge is
still there today, but we can all be proud of
what we’ve done and what we’ve accomplished
over the years.”

OANRP also discussed progress made on the re-
search and development front, including use of
paintball equipment to deliver herbicide to target

weeds from a helicopter, a wood chipper for large-
scale weed control projects, state-of-the-art rat
control approaches and the approval of a slug bait
to protect endangered plant seedlings in the forest.

Every year, the Makua Implementation Team
gathers to review the Army’s progress in execut-
ing the “Makua Implementation Plan” conserva-
tion measures and to troubleshoot any unexpect-
ed challenges. The MIT is the Army’s sounding
board for its natural resource program and also
serves as a regulatory monitor of the Army’s
progress in meeting Endangered Species Act re-
quirements.

The MIT — which includes biologists, botanists,
geneticists, ecologists, resource managers, ornithol-
ogists, land owners,
nonprofit conservation
organizations, academ-
ic specialists and gov-
ernment agency repre-
sentatives — was
formed as a result of
the Army’s ESA con-
sultation with the U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Ser-
vice to discuss training
at Makua Military
Reservation, and to
bring together a team
of experts to write a
step-by-step plan for
protecting the endan-
gered species at MMR
to offset any potential
impacts from Army training.

The MIT prepared the MIP between 1998 and
2003. The MIP includes detailed fencing plans to
protect native forest and endangered species
from the damaging effects of wild pigs and
goats; prescribes how to control introduced

Paintball, woodchips part of
environmental discussion

SEE WTB, A-8SEE OANRP, A-8

TAMC-WTB Additional Resources

For more information on the WTB, call Sherielee
Camacho-Fuentes at 433-8657 or Maj. Mitch Lester at
655-6802. For more details about USACE-HD
opportunities, call Maj. Daniel Segura at 438-1069 or
Phillip Mun at 438-8386.

“We are very happy with the
progress the Army is making
towards satisfying the goals
and objectives of the
implementation plans.”

— Patrice Ashfield
Program leader, USFWS Section 7

Capt. Vickee Wolcott (far right), commander, HHC, 18th MDSC, leads the way, as Spc. Lloyd Johnson, generator mechanic, 18th MDSC, and Sgt. Tia Wilson, human
resources specialist, 18th MDSC, carry an “injured” Capt. Timothy Godbey, theater patient movement officer, 18th MDSC, out of a mock insurgent attack during the unit’s
lane training exercises at Marine Corps Training Area-Bellows, Feb. 10-12.

18th MDSC maneuvers warrior training lanes

Find your way through the
deployment cycle.

See A-4, A-5
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Conversely, the TAMC-WTB agreed to work closely with the
district to screen and nominate Soldiers to work as trainees, and
to facilitate full and open communication to maintain situation-
al awareness of trainee opportunities within the USACE-HD.

Through the MOU, USACE-HD is helping to support the
Army Family Covenant and the Wounded Warrior Program.

In 2007, the Army established the ArmyWoundedWarrior Pro-
gram, or AW2, to support returning wounded Soldiers from
overseas contingency operations. The Army Medical Command
established WTBs on specific installations to serve severely
wounded, injured and ill Soldiers, veterans and their families for
“…as long as it takes.”

Recognizing that every Soldier is unique, the AW2 assists
these Soldiers in transitioning to civilian life and careers, or in
returning to duty. In 2009, AW2 served more than 12,000
wounded Soldiers and families in active duty, the National
Guard and the Reserves, nationwide.

AW2 assists these Soldiers as they work through treatment,
rehabilitation and transition to post-injury life.

“The success of our organization is rooted in our ability to
provide AW2 Soldiers and families with the best personalized
support possible for as long as it takes,” said Col. Jim Rice, for-
mer AW2 program director.

Lt. Col. David Weisberg (left), commander, WTB, and Lt. Col.
Douglas Guttormsen, commander, USACE-HD, show off the signed
MOU to implement a Work Reintegration Volunteer Program for
TAMC’s WTB.
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1 / Tuesday
Town Hall Meeting —

Col. Douglas Mulbury, comman-
der, U.S. Army Garrison-Hawaii,
will host two employee town
halls to present a garrison up-
date. Dates and times are:

•10:30-11:30 a.m., March 1,
Fort Shafter Religious Activi-
ties Center.

•10:30-11:30 a.m., March 3,
Sgt. Smith Theater, Schofield
Barracks. A hearing impaired
interpreter will be present.

Change of Responsi-
bilty — Command Sgt. Maj.
Thomas Sivak will assume re-
sponsibility from Command
Sgt. Maj. Norwood Patterson,
8th Military Police Brigade, 8th
Theater Sustainment Command,
at Hamilton Field, Schofield
Barracks, 9 a.m., March 1.

AER Annual Campaign
— The Army Emergency Relief
annual campaign will run
March 1-May 15.

Voluntary contributions allow
AER to fulfill its mission of help-
ing Soldiers in time of distress
and misfortune. Call 655-7132.

11 / Friday
Prayer Breakfast — The

National Resiliency Prayer
Breakfast is set for 7-9 a.m.,

March 11, at the Nehelani,
Schofield Barracks. Guest
speaker will be Chaplain (Brig.
Gen.) Eugene Woolridge III.
Soldiers can purchase tickets
from unit command sergeant
majors; civilians can purchase
tickets by contacting Sgt. 1st
Class Stephen Chinen at 656-
4481 or stephen.chinen@
us.army.mil. Donations will be
accepted at the door.

Ongoing
Education Study — Par-

ents or youth between 10-18
years of age are eligible to fill
out the Military Child in
Hawaii Longitudinal Study.
Youth who complete the sur-
vey are eligible to win iTunes
gift cards, MP3 players and a
flat-screen TV. The study is lo-
cated at www.hawaiikids.org.
Sponsored by U.S. Pacific
Command, in partnership with
Johns Hopkins University, this
study examines attitudes of
military families in Hawaii re-
garding educating their chil-
dren in public, private or
homeschools.

USAG-Oahu Disestab-
lishment — Get full details
about the disestablishment of
U.S. Army Garrison-Oahu at
www.garrison.hawaii.army.mil.
Programs, functions and ser-
vices currently executed by
USAG-O and its subordinate or-
ganizations will be transferred to
other directorates within USAG-
Hawaii by March 31. A casing
of the colors ceremony is set
for 1 p.m., May 17, at the gaze-
bo, Palm Circle, Fort Shafter.

plants (weeds) to favor native forest restoration within these
fences; and a strategy for conducting rare plant reintroductions,
including the best pot size for greenhouse production and the
expected survivorship. This plan also contains information
about rare tree snail populations and identifies priorities for con-
servation.

In 2005, the Army also completed an Oahu Implementation
Plan for conserving rare species potentially affected by train-
ing at all the other Oahu ranges, outside of Makua. The OIP was
reviewed by the MIT, and both plans were wrapped into the same
annual review process.

The USFWS had a large presence at this year’s meeting and re-
view, and considered the gathering a great success. Attendees
were incredibly pleased with the massive effort the Army is putting
toward the conservation of Hawaii’s imperiled plants and animals.

“We are very happy with the progress the Army is making to-
wards satisfying the goals and objectives of the implementation
plans,” said Patrice Ashfield, program leader, USFWS Section 7.

“We appreciate the amount of effort the staff from these
various agencies and organizations have put in to help us
make our efforts as scientifically sound as possible,” said
Michelle Mansker, Natural Resource Program manager. “With-
out them, we would have had a hard time achieving the success
we have seen to date.”

Gourmet touch
WHEELER ARMY AIRFIELD — Spc. Antawn Dansbury,
a food service specialist, assigned to Company E, 2nd
Assault Helicopter Battalion, 25th Aviation Regiment,
25th Combat Aviation Brigade, 25th Infantry Division,
discusses the spread his team made in preparation for
the 36th Annual Culinary Arts Competition, at the 25th
CAB Dining Facility, here, Tuesday.

The team will travel to the Joint Culinary Center of
Excellence at Fort Lee, Va., March 3-9, to compete in
the Army's premier culinary competition — the biggest
culinary competition in the U.S.

To see more photos from this event, visit
www.flickr.com/photos/usag-hi/sets/.

Vanessa Lynch | Honolulu Star-Advertiser


