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Discussion: 
Benefits to OANRP of collaboration with OED and Bishop Museum on species identification:  

• Prompt identification of specimens allows OANRP to identify potential new threats to 
Management Units and Army Training Ranges.  OANRP staff can then decide if a 
particular taxon requires management and if so, implement control actions.   

• Significant new finds can be shared with OANRP partners, allowing for interagency 
collaboration and discussion of cohesive approach to infestations that span property 
boundaries. 

•  Creation of educational opportunities/professional development for OANRP staff.  This 
strong relationship with OED and Bishop Museum provides opportunity for OANRP staff 
to improve upon their botanical knowledge and encourages awareness of invasive taxa 
both on and off work time.  

• The ability to get samples accurately identified has encouraged staff to make more 
collections and think more critically about what is being seen in the field, thereby 
improving the quality of weed survey data.   

• Since collaborating with OED and Bishop Museum, the number of significant new plants 
found has greatly increased.  This improves confidence in OANRP’s ability to identify 
pests, and satisfies regulatory requirements. 

Map showing lands on O‘ahu covered by the O‘ahu Early Detection program, OISC field crew, 
and OANRP 
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Introduction: 
To accomplish effective island-wide early detection of invasive plants, two 
components are needed: a reliable record of all plant species’ distributions, and 
thorough island-wide surveys.  Since no single agency is equipped to accomplish 
all of the tasks involved, an effective system of interagency communication is 
critical.  Multiple agencies across O‘ahu conduct botanical surveys, though each 
operates in disjunct areas and has its own goals and restrictions.  Despite this, 
collaboration can result in effective management, as is demonstrated by the 
partnership between the Bi-shop Museum, the O‘ahu Early Detection program 
(OED), and the O‘ahu Army Natural Resources Program (OANRP). Through the 
Hawaii Biological Survey, a program of Bishop Museum established in 1992 by 
the Hawai‘i State Legislature, the Museum maintains extensive reference 
collections of the flora and fauna of Hawai‘i, and gathers, analyzes, and 
disseminates biological information necessary for the wise stewardship of 
biological resources. The OED program conducts island-wide surveys of plant 
introduction sites, identifies new invasive species, and uses Museum records to 
assess species’ distribution. The OANRP manages significant island acreage, 
and draws on the expertise of OED staff to identify unknown plant collections. 
Sharing information is mutually beneficial for all partners, keeping Museum 
collections current, increasing the geographic reach of OED, and assisting 
OANRP in prioritizing weed control actions. Most importantly, any newly-
documented invasive plants are evaluated and well-informed decisions can be 
made regarding the feasibility of eradication.  

Tibouchina herbacea establishing 
in a patch of ‘uluhe (Dicranopteris 

linearis). T. herbacea is a major 
weed of native summit areas on 
Maui and Big Island, and was 
collected by OANRP staff in the 
Poamoho NAR on O‘ahu. The 
population is currently being 
controlled by multiple agencies. 

Chromolaena odorata, one of the 
top 100 most invasive species in 
the world, invades a horse pasture 
in East Timor. OANRP staff found 
this invader in the Kahuku Training 
Area and in Schofield Barracks. 
Management agencies in the state 
of Hawai‘i should keep a look out 
for this pest of agricultural and 
natural areas. 

Schizachyrium condensatum, 

which invades native Metrosideros 

polymorpha forests on the Big 
Island, competing with native 
vegetation and increasing fire 
frequency in these areas, was 
found by OANRP staff in small 
amounts along a road in Schofield 
Barracks.  The population is 
currently being controlled. 
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Numbers of species detected through OANRP collaboration: 
 
New island records for O‘ahu: 30 
New naturalized records in the state of Hawai‘i: 9 
New state records (had never been collected in Hawai‘i as either 
naturalized or cultivated): 13 
Number of species warranting control: 22 
Number of species currently being monitored: 17 

Invasive Super-villains:  


