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2.0 Geographic Scope of the Oahu Implementation Plan 
 
Introduction 
The Oahu Implementation Plan (OIP) action area (AA) is much larger and varied in scope and 
size than that of the Makua Implementation Plan (MIP). The Oahu AA encompasses 6 different 
training areas; Schofield Barracks Military Reservation (SBMR), Schofield Barracks East Range 
(SBER), Kawailoa Training Area (KLOA), Kahuku Training Area (KTA), South Range 
Acquisition Area (SRAA), and Dillingham Military Reservation (DMR). These training areas 
occur in both the Waianae and Koolau Mountains. In some cases, the AA surrounding each of 
these training areas extends beyond the actual installation boundary due to the potential risk of 
damage or destruction from military activities originating from within the respective training 
areas (see Figures 2.1-2.5).  
 
The geographic scope of the OIP includes the AA surrounding each training area plus the 
portions of the natural geographic ranges of the target taxa considered necessary to achieve 
stability of these taxa.  Therefore, the OIP management actions are not restricted to within the 
AA but encompass some population units in other portions of both the Waianae and Koolau 
Mountains. However, due to the lower risk from military training in the KLOA, SBER, and 
upper KTA, most of the Koolau management actions are proposed within the action areas. This 
is in contrast to management actions for species within SBMR and Makua Military Reservation 
(MMR), where species stabilization is required outside the AA due to the higher level of threat 
from military training.   
 
The Waianae region 
The Waianae Mountains contain a significant portion of the botanical resources in the Hawaiian 
Islands. Many species are endemic to this mountain range and are also some of the State’s rarest 
species. Most of the rare species involved in the consultation for SMBR in the Waianaes are 
associated with native-dominated vegetation in mesic habitats to wet boggy forest at the summit 
of Kaala. In SBMR, the AA follows the installation boundary along the South and West sides, 
while on the North and North East sides, the AA extends beyond the installation boundary to 
encompass Puu Pane, to account for the potential fire threat from live-fire training. The proposed 
management units in relation to the AAs are shown in Figure 2.1-2.3.  
 
The Koolau region 
The Koolau Mountain region within and adjacent to the AA consists of mesic and wet mesic 
native Hawaiian forests with large portions of the habitat relatively intact. The lower elevations 
within KTA, KLOA, and SBER are composed of mixed introduced and native mesic vegetation. 
The upper elevations and summit areas of these training areas are dominated by native mesic and 
wet mesic forests. These areas represent some of the most intact native forest areas on Oahu. 
 
The KTA AA extends beyond the North and East installation boundaries. The KLOA and SBER 
AAs follow the installation boundaries except along the summit areas in the eastern portion, 
where the AA extends approximately 100m beyond the installation to account for potential weed 
introduction caused by military foot maneuvers along the summit trail. Current locations for the 
Oahu Target Taxa (see Table 1.2 for a list of species) are shown in relation to the action area and 
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various state and federal forest reserves in Figures 2.4-5. The proposed management units in 
relation to the AAs are shown in chapter 12: Management Units.  
 
Ownership and management patterns adjacent to the action areas 
There are multiple landowners involved in the proposed actions for the federally listed species 
within the Oahu AA. These include the U.S. Government (i.e. U.S. Army), the State of Hawaii, 
Honolulu City and County, and private landowners. The major patterns of ownership and 
management are depicted in Figures 2.4 and 2.5.  These maps indicate the specific jurisdiction of 
the parcels (e.g., state, federal, private, city and county, etc.).  The State’s game management 
areas, public hunting areas, and members of the Koolau Mountain Watershed Partnership are 
also depicted. 
 
A variety of native taxa and habitats exist in both the Waianae and Koolau and management 
efforts are underway on many of these lands. For example, portions of the Waianae Mountains 
are designated as reserves of the State Natural Area Reserves System (NARS), where the land is 
managed primarily to protect and preserve native ecosystems and taxa.  Pahole NAR, Mt. Kaala 
NAR, and Kaena Point NAR all have active programs of ungulate and weed management, native 
vegetation restoration, native taxon reintroduction, and other protective management. The Army 
is already an active participant in the ecosystem level conservation of these areas through the 
Makua Implementation Plan (MIP) (MIT, 2003). State Forest Reserves occur in both the 
Waianae and Koolau Mountains and provide protective conservation zoning and programs for 
public hunting.  Additionally, the State has proposed to turn the Poamoho portion of the Ewa 
Forest Reserve into a NAR. The Board of Water Supply lands in upper Makaha Valley are 
designated as protected watershed with limited public access.  A portion of the land holdings of 
the Estate of James Campbell in the southern Waianae Mountains is managed by The Nature 
Conservancy of Hawaii as the Honouliuli Preserve, and is dedicated to native taxon and 
ecosystem protection.  Active programs for rare plant and snail protection (including fencing, 
ungulate control, weed control, and predator control) are underway, as well as some native 
vegetation restoration projects.  The Army's environmental program is engaged in a variety of 
active management programs in MMR and Schofield Barracks Military Reservation, as well as 
in other selected areas of the Waianae Mountains.   
 
In the Koolau Mountains, the Koolau Mountains Watershed Partnership (KMWP) has facilitated 
conservation projects across the range and continues to secure funding for long term 
conservation efforts. The Oahu Plant Extinction Prevention Program (OPEP) also works in 
partnership with the Army, the KMWP, the State, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, and The 
Nature Conservancy of Hawaii (TNCH) in the conservation of some of the islands most 
endangered plant species. Additionally, the Oahu Invasive Species Committee (OISC) is actively 
managing Oahu’s most incipient invasive species, some of which occur within the AA.  
 
The Army’s proposed management programs and the conservation partnerships with KWMP, 
OPEP, TNCH, and OISC include fencing for ungulate control, weed control, snail predator 
control, rare plant reintroduction, elepaio predator control, and limited vegetation restoration.  
Through the activities of these programs and various landowners, significant taxon and habitat 
level management is already underway, contributing to the protection of both Makua and Oahu 
target taxa as well as other native taxa.   
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Figure 2.1 Current occurrences of Oahu Implementation Plan target taxa in the Waianae 
Mountains, Oahu. 
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Figure 2.2  Current occurrences of Oahu Implementation Plan target taxa in the Northern 
Koolau Mountains, Oahu. 
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Figure 2.3 Current occurrences of Oahu Implementation Plan target taxa in the Southern Koolau 
Mountains, Oahu. 
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Figure 2.4 Ownership and land use in the Waianae Mountains, Oahu. 
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Figure 2.5 Ownership and land use in the Northern Koolau Mountains, Oahu.  
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Figure 2.6 Ownership and land use in the Southern Koolau Mountains, Oahu. 




