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UNDERGRADUATE COURSES 

 
 
HIST 151 World History to 1500 
Foundations: FGA Henriksen, Margot  
Content: 

This course analyzes the historical development of human societies and their cultural 
traditions in all parts of the world, including Africa, the Americas, Asia, Europe, and 
Oceania, up to 1500 C.E. Lectures and readings offer integrated analyses of the political, 
social, economic, and cultural dimensions of human societies, as well as processes of 
cross-cultural interaction and exchange. In small weekly discussion groups, students 
engage in the study of writings, narratives, artifacts, or cultural practices of different 
peoples and societies. Overall, the course provides students with an intellectual 
foundation for responsible citizenship in the complex, interdependent, globalizing world 
of contemporary times. 

Requirements: 
To be announced. 

Readings: 

• Jerry Bentley, Herbert Ziegler, Traditions and Encounters: A Global Perspective on the 
Past, Vol. 1 

• N. K. Sandars (trans.), The Epic of Gilgamesh 
• R. K. Narayan, The Ramayana 
• Sophocles, Oedipus the King and Antigone 
• Sheri S. Tepper, The Gate to Women’s Country 
• Connie Willis, Doomsday Book 

 
 
HIST 151 World History to 1500 
Foundations: FGA Wang, Wensheng  
Content: 

This is an introductory survey course that explores basic patterns of historical change 
across the pre-modern world (up to about 1650AD). It takes a close look at three broad 
themes: first, the transformations of human society to settled agricultural cultures and 
then to complex societies that relied on writing and bureaucracies to govern; second, the 
cross-cultural exchange of goods, ideas, and people (the formation of Silk Road, the rise 
of Christianity and Islam, the Mongol Empire, and the spread of the Black Death); third, 
the contact between native populations and Europeans (in Latin and North America and 
Southeast Asia) as well as the African slave trade. Students will not only examine patterns 
of social, political, cultural, economic, and ecological changes across the world before 
1650AD, they will also study how these changes shaped the lives of ordinary men and 



women. 
Requirements: 

To be announced.  
Readings: 

• Bentley, Ziegler and Streets-Salter, Traditions and Encounters: A Global Perspective on 
the Past, Vol. I 

 
 
HIST 152 World History since 1500 
Foundations: FGB Bertz, Ned  
Content: 

This course employs world historical approaches to examine the making of the modern 
world.  We will study interactions between people in all parts of the globe in historical 
perspective from 1500 CE to the present.  Lectures and readings will present integrated 
frameworks of political, social, economic, and cultural dimensions of human societies 
created through processes of interregional encounters and exchanges.  In a smaller 
weekly discussion lab with a teaching assistant, students will engage in the practice of 
history through the close analysis of primary and secondary sources.  Overall, the course 
provides students with an introduction to the discipline of history and a foundation on 
which to analyze the complex and interdependent world of the past and the present.   

Requirements: 
To be announced. 

Readings: 

• Bentley & Ziegler, Traditions and Encounters: A Brief Global History, Vol. II 
• Lindsay, Captives as Commodities: The Transatlantic Slave Trade 
• Prince, The History of Mary Prince: A West Indian Slave Narrative 
• Marx & Engels, The Communist Manifesto 
• Ghosh, The Glass Palace 

 
 
HIST 152 World History since 1500 
Foundations: FGB Hoffenberg, Peter   
Content: 

History 152 introduces modern global, or world history by focusing on the origins, 
experiences, attitudes towards and consequences of war and peace, since around 1450, or 
so. We start by considering the rise of gunpowder and empires during the fifteenth and 
sixteenth centuries and end with coming to terms with the memories of war during our 
own historical period, most notably the memories of the War in Southeast Asia. In 



between, students are encouraged to engage a variety of historical questions, including, 
but not limited to: relations between war and society at large; why wars start and how 
they end; what makes civil wars different from other conflicts; the ways in which warfare 
and peace shaped relations between East and West, and the rise of geo-political regions; 
how war, nation-building and revolution were inter-connected; the powerful roles that 
memory plays in thinking about war and peace; and major efforts to control, manage and 
eliminate war. Our foundational goal is to see how war and peace were part of world 
history and how they were connected to other important topics, such as politics, daily life, 
economics, ideas and the creation of what we call “the modern world.” That means that 
we also need to spend time defining and discussing what we mean by “war” and “peace,” 
and how those definitions are understood and used in the historical context of 
globalization since around 1450, or so. Our primary sources include treaties, poetry, 
descriptions of battles, and notable essays by Montaigne, Thoreau, Freud and others 
explaining war and resistance to war. 

Requirements: 
One open-note final examination, 2 “Historical Definitions” assignments, periodic open-
note short-answer questions, and one 3 pp. thematic documents-based essay. 

Readings: 

• Bentley, Ziegler and Streets-Salter, Traditions and Encounters: A Brief Global History, 
Vol. II 

• HIST 152 course reader 
 
 
HIST 156 World History of Human Disease 
Foundations: FGC Brown, Shana  
Content: 

This course examines the way that health and disease has affected global human history, 
and how politics, society, and culture can shape the spread and impact of disease. We 
focus on major episodes of disease from prehistory to the present. Specific issues include 
the importance of human social development and migrations; the military, political, 
economic, and cultural factors that have led to outbreaks of disease; the role of 
technology; and ways in which we have used literature and art, science, and religion to 
respond to and shape the experiences of disease. A long-term historical perspective can 
offer insight as to how current and emerging global diseases might be effectively 
addressed. 

Requirements: 
Two midterms and one final exam; discussion lab section work including short writing 
assignments, quizzes, attendance and participation. 

Readings: 

• All readings and other resources (films, etc.) will be available for free via Laulima, 



including both recent literature and historical documents. 
 
 
HIST 281 Introduction to American History (to 1865) 
Focus: WI Kraft, James  
Content: 

This course, offered online, is a broad survey of major patterns and trends in American 
history from colonial times to 1865.  It addresses a host of important questions about the 
nation’s past.  It asks, for example, how slavery could have arisen in a place where people 
were dedicated to principles of human liberty and dignity, and how a strong national 
government could have emerged at a time when so many people believed in the 
sovereignty of individual states.  The course also asks questions about working class 
protests, social reform movements, the Civil War, and more. 

Requirements: 
Weekly online discussions; several short papers on assigned readings; 2 examinations. 

Readings: 

• Tindall & Shi, America: A Narrative History, Vol. 1 
 
 
HIST 282 Introduction to American History (1865 to present)   
Focus: WI Daniel, Marcus   
Content: 

This course is an introduction to the history of the United States from the Civil War to the 
present. In just over a century a nation of small towns and agricultural producers, whose 
men and women aspired to a life of independent labor on the land, became and industrial 
super-power, sustained by a society of white and blue collar wage-earners whose 
agricultural skills had atrophied to lawn-mowing. During the same period, a political and 
social order that was controlled and governed by white men became a multi-racial 
democracy acknowledging in principle, though not necessarily redeeming in practice, the 
democratic rights of all citizens, regardless of race and gender. These changes were 
profound, and they were neither smooth nor uncontested. Many Americans in this period 
disagreed profoundly with the direction their country was taking. Conflict was as 
common as consensus, and both shaped and reshaped American life in the C19th and 
C20th. This course will trace the most significant of these conflicts, exploring through 
them divergent and changing visions of family life, social order, national identity and 
political citizenship. How for example, did different social groups define American 
society and what it meant to be an American? How did these definitions change over 
396ctime? Above all, I hope you will acquire a sense of the way that ordinary Americans 
responded to, coped with, and helped create their own future and our shared past. 

Requirements: 



Weekly reaction papers and a final take-home essay. 
Readings: 

• Free online textbook and online primary sources 
 
 
HIST 284 History of the Hawaiian Islands  
 Rosa, John   
Content: 

This course starts with discussions of the complexities of telling a mo‘olelo (story, 
history) of the Hawaiian Islands. After covering the history of human settlement and the 
development of “pre-contact” Native Hawaiian society, it examines interactions with the 
"West” and “East” that have been documented since at least the late 18th century. It then 
provides a survey of the islands’ history from ali‘i chiefdoms to Hawaiian Kingdom to 
American territory and state. 

Requirements: 
To be announced. 

Readings: 

• Mullins, Joseph G., Hawaiian Journey (New Edition) 
• Kodama-Nishimoto, Michi; Warren S. Nishimoto; and Cynthia A. Oshiro, eds., Talking 

Hawai‘i’s Story 
 
 
HIST 288 Survey of Pacific Islands History 
Focus: HAP, WI Foukona, Joseph 

Simanu-Klutz, Fata  

Content: 
This course offers a survey of the major events, themes, and issues that make up diverse 
histories of the Pacific Islands region, including Hawai‘i, while exploring the 
intersections between Pacific Islander and Native Hawaiian histories and 
historiographies. We will begin by considering island geographies, indigenous origins and 
origin stories, voyaging and navigation, and theories about the settlement of the islands. 
We will go on to explore the indigenous, early European, colonial, and contemporary 
periods with a focus on Pacific Islander and Native Hawaiian experiences, interpretations, 
with special emphasis on indigenous historical agency. We will consider such themes as 
indigenous historiography, cultural encounter and change, colonialism, resistance, global 
conflict, sovereignty, migration, climate change, and contemporary neocolonial 
challenges, with each offering insights into the histories of the region. Throughout, we 
will draw on recent scholarship theorizing the ocean and its islands as a vast space of 
interconnection and movement. This course has been approved to fulfill the Hawaiian, 
Asian & Pacific (HAP) and Written Communication (WI) focus requirements. 



Requirements: 

• To be announced. 
Readings: 

• To be announced. 
 
 
HIST 296 Topics in History: Introduction to Japan 
Focus: WI Stalker, Nancy  
Content: 

This interdisciplinary course introduces students to Japanese history, society, and culture, 
beginning with prehistoric times and continuing to the present age.  We will follow a 
chronological format, focusing on how Japanese who lived during different historical 
periods created particular political, social, cultural, and religious systems to realize their 
beliefs and values.  In addition to the main textbook, course materials will include 
literature, historical documents, art, and film.   

Requirements: 

• To be announced. 
Readings: 

• To be announced. 
 
 
HIST 305 History of Southeast Asia  
Focus: WI Phung, Hieu   
Content: 

The course examines the evolution of Southeast Asian communities from early times 
until the introduction of European “high colonialism” in the nineteenth century.  Lectures 
will focus on the gradual formation of Southeast Asian polities as they adapted to the new 
external economic and political forces intruding into the region from both the east and the 
west. 

Requirements: 
To be announced. 

Readings: 

• Barbara Watson Andaya & Leonard Y. Andaya, History of Early Modern Southeast Asia 
 
 
 
 



HIST 311 History of China 
 Davis, Edward  
Content: 

History 311 will introduce the student to the history of China from the Neolithic through 
the middle of the Ming Dynasty (c. 1600). The lectures will focus on institutional, 
cultural, and social history. Class time, although predominantly lecture, will be devoted 
on occasion to discussion of the readings. Attendance and participation are therefore 
encouraged and will be taken into account in assigning a final grade.  
 
The readings, lectures, discussions, and exams are all designed to teach the student how 
to understand pre-modern Chinese texts, identify their cultural assumptions, and use them 
to reconstruct interpretative narratives of Chinese history.  History, while ostensibly about 
“what happened”, always involves an interpretive transaction between you and another 
(person, culture, text) and a narrative transaction between the present (your time) and the 
past (another’s time.) 

Requirements: 
To be announced. 

Readings: 

• To be announced. 
 
 
HIST 321 History of Japan (to 1700) 
 McNally, Mark   
Content: 

This course covers the major developments of Japanese history to roughly the year 1700. 
The focus is on the political, social, cultural, and religious aspects of change for the 
period. 

Requirements: 
Two exams (midterm and final), six (2-page) papers, and 30 discussion postings. 

Readings: 

•  de Bary, Tsunoda, et al. Sources of Japanese Tradition. Vol. I 
•  Farris, William Wayne. Daily Life and Demographics in Ancient Japan 
•  Hane, Mikiso. Premodern Japan: A Historical Survey 
•  McCullough, Genji and Heike 

NOTE: Course readings will be available online – no textbooks to purchase. 
 
 
 
 



HIST 322 History of Japan 
 Stalker, Nancy  
Content: 

This course covers Japanese history from the eighteenth century to the twenty-first 
century.  During this period Japan experienced rapid change, a transformation from a 
feudal, agrarian country into a modern nation-state and economic superpower.  The class 
format will include lectures, discussions, and films.  Lectures and the textbook will 
provide historical context for the additional reading assignments, which include historical 
documents, short stories and fiction, oral histories and other forms of nonfiction that 
address social and cultural experiences.  Films will include both documentaries and 
narrative accounts of historical events. 

Requirements: 
To be announced. 

Readings: 

• To be announced. 
 
 
HIST 327 History of Premodern Korea 
Focus: ETH Kim, Cheehyung Harrison  
Content: 

This course examines the historical construction of land, nation, and culture known as 
Korea. We begin in the prehistoric times and conclude in the 19th century. The various 
kingdoms and dynasties include Goguryeo, Baekje, Silla, Goryeo, and Joseon. Famous 
queens (Seondeok), kings (Sejong), and generals (Yi Sunsin) are discussed along with 
mythologies (Dangun), but just as important is the life of ordinary people. Crucial to our 
historical understanding are transnational connections with civilizations on the continent 
and across the sea, including the places that are known today as China, Japan, Vietnam, 
and India. Another important theme is materiality: technologies, commodities, and labor 
related to transforming the world. No prerequisites necessary. 

Requirements: 
Assignments include response papers, discussions, midterm exam, and final paper. 

Readings: 

• All readings available in pdf. 
 
 
HIST 330 History of North Korea 
Focus: WI Kim, Cheehyung Harrison  
Content: 



We examine the history of North Korea from its beginning in the postliberation period 
(1945) to the present, as North Korea undergoes monumental changes. One important 
frame is to place North Korea’s history within world history. We begin with the question, 
what is socialism? We then proceed to looking at North Korea’s history through themes 
of “state-formation,” “war-making,” “ideology as state program,” and “culture and art of 
socialism.” Events and issues like the demise of state-socialism in the early 1990s and 
North Korea’s nuclear program are also central to our understanding. Finally, the future 
of North Korea and East Asia is considered in terms of leadership transition, 
globalization, refugees and migrants, and the possibility of unification. 

Requirements: 
Weekly response papers, discussions, assignments, final paper. 

Readings: 

•  All reading available in digital files through Laulima. 
 
 
HIST 333 Ancient Rome: The Republic  
Focus: OC Schwartz, Saundra   

Content: 

This course will focus on the period of Roman history from its foundation in the 8th 
century B.C.E. to the end of the Republic. This was a period that shaped the culture, 
economy, and political organization of the Mediterranean basin and much of Europe. The 
course is divided into three parts. Part I examines the rise of the Republic, both as a 
concept and as a practical reality. In Part II, we consider the expansion of Rome beyond 
Italy and the effect of empire on Roman society. Part III consists of an in-depth study of 
the political and military crises that rocked the late Roman Republic through an 
immersive role-playing game, “The Conspiracy of Catiline.” 

Requirements: 
Midterm exam, two papers, two oral presentations, final exam. 

Readings: 

• Mathisen, Ancient Roman Civilization: History and Sources 
• Lewis and Reinhold, Roman Civilization Vol. 1: Selected Readings. The Republic and the 

 Augustan Age, 3rd ed. 
 
 
HIST 342 / ECON 342 The History of Economic Thought 
 Hoffenberg, Peter  

Content: 

Economics 342/History 342 charts the major economic thinkers, debates, and 



philosophies since around 1600, or so. We begin with Mercantilism and end with 
contemporary debates regarding globalization, democracy and the morality of the market. 
The course encourages students to explore economic thought as both a specific way of 
thinking about the world, society and human nature, with its own narrative and history, 
and also how such ideas interact with broader political, social, ethical and cultural 
questions. For example, what have economists written in historical context and across 
time and space about the causes of poverty and whether to assist the poor? What have 
they written over the past four centuries about what we now call “globalization?” 
Students will consider an array of thinkers and the responses to them, including, but not 
limited to Adam Smith, Thomas Malthus, Karl Marx, Max Weber, John Maynard Keynes 
and Joseph Schumpeter. That is also the case with significant schools of economic 
thought, Free Trade Liberalism, Marxism and Socialism among them. 
 
Readings include primary and secondary sources, as students are encouraged to actively 
engage the various dimensions of modern economic thought, including the original works 
and subsequent analyses and reflections. No background in Economics is required. 
History 152 is a suggested pre-requisite, as is one introductory Economics course, but 
those are not required. 

Requirements: 
Readings, discussions, periodic open-note blue book questions, and one 5-page research 
essay. No examinations. 

Readings: 

• All readings will be available for free at our Laulima site. They are divided by the week 
that we will consider such issues in lecture and discussion. 

 
 
HIST 354 Introduction to Islamic History 
 López Lázaro, Fabio  
Content: 

Muhammad, the Arab conquests, the Caliphate; fundamentals of Islam; classical Islamic 
civilization; development of Islam into modern times with emphasis on the Middle 
Eastern heartland.  

Requirements: 
To be announced. 

Readings: 

• To be announced. 
 
 
 
 



HIST 356 Survey of African History 
 Njoroge, Njoroge  
Content: 

This course is a general survey of African history from the earliest times to the present. Its 
primary goal is to provide students with a general understanding of the major 
developments of African history as well as providing an historical framework for 
interpreting contemporary African societies and politics. The course will examine broad 
historical processes such as the rise of ancient Egypt and classical indigenous 
civilizations; state formation and empire building; the spread of Islam and Christianity; 
slavery and the Atlantic slave trade; European colonialism and imperialism; nationalism 
and the struggle for independence; and the current state of the African continent. The 
ultimate objective of this course is to introduce students to a general history of Africa and 
place Africa within the broader context of world history.  

Requirements: 
To be announced. 

Readings: 

• To be announced. 
 
 
HIST 361/AMST 316/WS 311 U.S. Women’s History 
 Colwill, Elizabeth  
Content: 

For more information, contact the American Studies Department at amstuh@hawaii.edu  
 
 
HIST 368 Global History of Sport 
 Bertz, Ned  
Content: 

This course seeks to use the global history of sport as a window into cultural, social, and 
political history.  After an introductory unit laying out the justification, theories, and 
methods for studying the modern history of sport, the course will be organized into four 
discrete main units, each focusing on a single sport and a set of world historical themes.  
The first unit concerns the ‘beautiful game’ – football, or soccer – and will explore why it 
is the world’s most popular and global sport, and what it has meant to different people in 
different parts of the world.  The second unit looks at cricket in its manifestation as a 
colonial sport in places like South Asia and the Caribbean, and its enduring presence in 
the post-colonial era across the Commonwealth.  Unit three uses the history of baseball in 
the US, Latin America, and East Asia as a lens on modern historical issues like race, 
nationalism, migration, and economic inequality.  The final unit of the semester will focus 
on the Olympics to read a critical history of the politics of international relations in the 



twentieth and twenty-first centuries.   
Requirements: 

• To be announced. 
Readings: 

• To be announced. 
 
 
HIST 371 U.S. Foreign Relations to 1898 
 Reiss, Suzanna   
Content: 

This course is a survey of United States foreign relations from the colonial period through 
the end of the 19th century. We will study the changing boundaries of what constituted 
the United States as a political entity, geographic territory, cultural identity, and 
economic force in world affairs. Studying the borders where the “domestic” and 
“foreign” came to have meaning, beliefs rooted in the oppositional notions of “us” and 
“them”, provides valuable insight onto the history of U.S. expansion, debates over 
citizenship and rights, definitions of liberty, freedom, and sovereignty, and the emergence 
of a “national” American identity. More than simply a study of political leaders’ actions 
and government diplomacy, this course gives weight to the lives of people living in the 
borderlands where national identities were often unstable and contested. A central 
objective of the course is to study not only the history of US foreign relations, but how 
changing historical contexts have informed the writing and remembering of who and 
what constituted the US ‘nation’ in relation to an array of ‘foreign’ peoples and places. 

Requirements: 
To be announced. 

Readings: 

• Paterson, et al., American Foreign Relations, Vol. 1 to 1920 
 
 
HIST 396B Historical Theories and Methods 
Focus: WI Schwartz, Saundra  
Content: 

This course will examine the question of how history is written and how a historian's 
stylistic choices affect the way the past is understood. The course will focus on the 
narrative styles of various historians. This is one of the required courses for History 
majors. We will read a selection of articles on how historians use primary sources and 
develop questions for research. The class will have a seminar format. Students in the 
seminar will be expected to actively engage in class discussion. Students will lead the 
class discussions, write analytical book reviews, and explore topics for their senior thesis. 



Requirements: 
Bibliography quiz, library class, weekly two-page papers, final 10-page term paper. 

Readings: 

• To be announced. 
 
 
HIST 396C Historical Theories and Methods 
Focus: WI Jolly, Karen  
Content: 

This section of the required historical methods course for History majors is focused on 
how we do history through teaching.  Whether you plan to become a teacher of history in 
a school setting or not, doing history always teaching.  Professional historians are usually 
evaluated on research, teaching, and service, but arguably all of these involve not just 
knowing something but communicating it well to the public.  Moreover, historians not 
only teach about the past, they also teach how to think historically. 
 
As students of history in this class, you will be engaging with the underlying philosophies 
of history, research methods, professional standards, and teaching strategies.  This course 
will prepare you for your senior thesis in HIST 496, with a particular emphasis on how to 
research and develop curriculum projects. 

Requirements: 

• Participation and Presentations 10% 
• 3 Thought Papers 30% 
• 3 Book reviews 30% 
• Curriculum Project 30% 

o Includes:  Annotated Bibliography; Project Design Proposal; and Historiography 
Paper 

Readings: 

• The Craft of Research. Ed. Wayne C. Booth, Gregory G. Colomb, Joseph M. Williams, 
Joseph Bizup, and William T. Fitzgerald. 4th edition.  Chicago: University of Chicago 
Press, 2016.  Available as an ebook through UHM library. 

• Other readings through Laulima. 
 
 
HIST 406 / ASAN 406 Modern Philippines  
Focus: WI Lanzona, Vina   
Content: 

During the mid-to-late nineteenth century, Philippine society underwent dramatic 
economic, political and cultural transformations.  While the beginning of the Spanish 



colonial period caused massive conversions of the populace, the later period opened up 
the Philippines to the world market.  The end of the Spanish and Philippine-American 
wars paved the way for three decades of U.S. colonialism in the country.  Philippine 
hopes for independence were shattered with the brief Japanese occupation.  The postwar 
period was a time for reconstruction, nation-building and revolution.   
 
This course traces the development of Philippine history and society from the end of the 
nineteenth century to the present. We will explore the beginning, ending and the enduring 
legacies of Hispanization in the Philippines through the important works of Jose Rizal. 
By examining primary source documents, we will closely examine race and empire as 
U.S. colonialism transformed Philippine political and cultural institutions. World War II 
brought in what was considered the “darkest years” of Philippine history and we will 
rediscover the horrors of war, the promise of liberation, and the postwar realities of 
reconstruction and revolution. Finally, we’ll attempt to understand the “Martial Law” 
period and its enduring legacies. Through themes such as colonialism, religion, 
nationalism, revolution and resistance, and the state and civil society, we hope to gain a 
better understanding of the challenges facing contemporary Philippine society. 

Requirements: 

To be announced. 

Readings: 

• Rizal, Noli Me Tangere 
 
 
HIST 411 Local History of Late Imperial China 
Focus: WI Wang, Wensheng  
Content: 

This upper division course provides a broad survey of Chinese social and cultural history 
over the long period from the Tang-Song transition (ca. 800AD) to the collapse of Qing 
rule (1911AD). The focus will be on the late imperial period (1550-1911)—from mid-
Ming to the end of Qing dynasties. Major topics include family and lineage structure, 
gender roles, patterns of work and leisure, religious activities and their meanings, class 
relations, changes in basic demographic patterns (birth and death rates, migration, 
marriage patterns, etc.), patterns of violence, protest movements, and relations among 
different ethnic groups. Students will focus on the bottom-up studies of local society and 
gain some basic understanding of this dominant approach to Chinese history. 

Requirements: 
To be announced. 

Readings: 

• Brook, The Confusions of Pleasure: Commerce and Culture in Ming China 
• Mann, Precious Records: Women in China’s Long Eighteenth Century 



• Kuhn, Soulstealers: the Chinese Sorcery Scare of 1768 
 
 
HIST 422 Tokugawa Japan  
 McNally, Mark  
Content: 

This course covers Japanese history from the middle of the 16th century to 1868. The 
emphasis will be on the Edo or Tokugawa period (1603-1867). This course will cover all 
major facets of Japan’s history for this period, with an emphasis on cultural, economic, 
social, political, and intellectual aspects of change.  

Requirements: 
All readings; 29 Daily Responses; 16 Weekly Reflections; a midterm exam; a final exam. 

Readings: 

• Ikegami, Bonds of Civility 
• McNally, Proving the Way 
• Totman, Early Modern Japan 
• Tsunoda, et al., Sources of Japanese Tradition, vol. 2 

   NOTE: Course readings will be available through Laulima – no books for purchase. 
 
 
HIST 433 Medieval Cultures 
Focus: ETH Jolly, Karen  
Content: 

What ethical issues of racism and colonialism do these medievalisms reinforce and what 
should historians do about it?  Explore the history and ethics of pop culture medievalisms 
from the Victorian era to the present.  Make a difference:  change popular perceptions 
with your creative research project. 

Requirements: 

• Four 3-5 page thought papers (40%)         
• Research/Creative Project (40%) 
• Participation/Presentations (20%) 

Readings: 

• Required: 
o Whose Middle Ages? Teachable Moments for an Ill-used Past, ed. Andrew Albin, 

Mary C. Erler, Thomas O’Donnell, Nicholas L. Paul, and Nina Rowe.  New York:  
Fordham University Press, 2019.  requesting UHM ebook 

o Why the Middle Ages Matter.  Ed. Celia Chazelle, Simon Doubleday, and Felice 
Lifshitz. Taylor and Francis, 2012. available as a UHM ebook. 

• Recommended: 



o Rosenwein, Barbara. A Short History of the Middle Ages, 4th ed. Toronto:  
University of Toronto Press, 2014.  available as a UHM ebook. 

o Internet Medieval Sourcebook (http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/sbook.asp) 
 
 
HIST 445 French Revolution & Napoleon 
Focus: OC Matteson, Kieko  
Content: 

This course explores the origins, controversies, drama and enduring legacies of one of the 
most influential events in modern history: the French Revolution. Drawing on primary 
source documents, art, film, material culture, and sites of memory, the course will present 
the key episodes and major figures of the Revolution, from the fall of the Old Regime and 
joyous excitement of the first Republic, to the descent into Terror and rise of Napoleon as 
military commander and self-styled emperor. 

Requirements: 
Presentations, quizzes, and final exam. In fulfillment of UH’s "O-focus" criteria, the 
course features assignments that reinforce understanding of class material through oral 
communication. 

Readings: 

• Peter McPhee, The French Revolution, 1789-1799  
 
 
HIST 452E/ACM 452E History & Film: World/Comparative 
Focus: WI, OC Zelko, Frank  
Content: 

This course uses films, lectures, and readings to introduce students to modern world 
history. It provides a chronological overview of major global events, with attention to 
themes that have shaped world history, society and culture. Themes include: liberty and 
the individual; equality, class and gender; slavery and race relations; immigration; 
diplomacy; and nature and the human impact on the environment. As well as illustrating 
these themes, the film component will help students understand the way history is 
mediated through popular culture. 

Requirements: 
To be announced. 

Readings: 

• To be announced. 
 
 
 



HIST 465 The United States: 1920-1948 
 Henriksen, Margot   

Content: 

This course focuses on the history of America during the 1920s, the Great Depression and 
World War II, and it examines the social, cultural, political, and economic/technological 
events and issues that reflected both the traumatic sense of crisis and the creative 
possibility of radical change during this era.  After exploring the rise of “modernity” in 
the twenties, the shocking onset of the Depression and its accompanying cultural and 
political dissent are studied through such topics as literary modernism, rising political 
innovation, and the appearance of rebel criminals and “hard-boiled” detectives.  The 
development of apocalyptic fears both before and after the dropping of the atomic bombs 
on Hiroshima and Nagasaki is traced through literature, through Orson Welles’s radio 
broadcast  of “War of the Worlds,” and through the multiform American responses to 
World War II and the atomic bomb.  Along with traditional historical interpretations and 
documents, films, novels, oral histories, radio, and biography are used to introduce 
students to the changing character of America in the 1930s and 1940s. 

Requirements: 

Students are expected to complete all course readings and to attend class regularly.  There 
are in-class quizzes, take-home reading assignments, and an open-note in-class final 
examination. 

Readings: 

• Hammett, The Maltese Falcon 
• Miller, New World Coming: The 1920s and the Making of Modern America 
• Okada, No-No Boy 
• West, Miss Lonelyhearts and the Day of the Locust 
• Wright, Native Son 
• Kennedy, The American People in the Great Depression, Pt. 1 

 
 
HIST 473/AMST 432 Slavery and Freedom 
 Colwill, Elizabeth  
Content: 

For more information, contact the American Studies Department at amstuh@hawaii.edu  
 
 
HIST 477/AMST 431 History of American Workers 
Focus: ETH Kraft, James   

Content: 



American workers have had many faces: the skilled artisan, the plantation slave, the 
female domestic, the “white collar” employee and more.  What have these workers had in 
common?  What kind of work did they perform and how has it changed over time?  How 
have they responded to changes in the work environment?  What role has government 
played in shaping that environment?  What problems do American workers face 
today?  This course explores these and similar questions. 

Requirements: 

 To be announced. 
Readings: 

• Dubofsky & McCartin, Labor in America: A History 
 
 
HIST 480/AMST 425/SUST 481 American Environmental History 
Focus: OC Zelko, Frank  
Content: 

The course will examine the interaction between humans and the environment throughout 
history, focusing in particular on North and South America. We will look at how various 
peoples experienced their environment: how they attempted to change it, how they were 
limited by it, and how they thought about nature. We will therefore be examining history 
at several levels: 
 
1. Material and ecological: the physical changes that humans have wrought over the past 
10,000 years. 
 
2. Social and political: the connection between peoples' use of the environment and the 
way their society develops. 
 
3. Intellectual and cultural: how individuals and societies have understood nature at 
various points throughout history and how this understanding has shaped their actions. 

Requirements: 
Weekly reading and discussion, book review, annotated bibliography, final essay. 

Readings: 

• Ted Steinberg, Down to Earth: Nature in American History 
 
 
HIST 481 Pacific Islands I  
Focus: HAP, OC LaBriola, Monica  

Content: 



This course explores Pacific Islands pasts, from the first arrivals of people into the region 
through the start of the European colonial period. We will emphasize the themes of 
historiography, orality, voyaging, gender and power, cross-cultural encounter, early 
colonialism, resistance, and the contemporary resurgence of indigenous historical 
methods. We will consider the strong link between past and present in any historical 
consciousness, and history’s definitions, purposes, presentations, and methods of inquiry 
in different cultural settings. Along the way, we will ask: What is history in the Pacific 
Islands region? How might it differ from the kinds of history practiced in the West? 
Should we use the word “histories” rather than “history” to reflect the variety of forms, 
variations, and perspectives within the Pacific Islands? Should we think of history as 
something spoken, danced, chanted, or carved as well as a text written and read? One of 
the problems confronting the student of Pacific Islands histories is that outsiders have 
created much of the available written record about the region, and we will examine the 
accuracy of outside scholars. We will investigate representations of the Pacific Islands by 
outsiders and the lasting legacies of the books, films, paintings, and other works of art 
that attempt to depict life in the Pacific. We will also consider various historical and 
contemporary works by Native Hawaiians and Pacific Islanders and reflect on their 
unique contributions to contemporary historical practice. This course fulfills the Oral 
Communication (OC) and Hawaiian, Asian & Pacific (HAP) focus requirements. 
 
SLOs:  
1.  Explain historical change and continuity in the Pacific Islands region also known as 
Oceania; 
2.  Write clear expository prose and orally present ideas according to disciplinary 
conventions; 
3.  Identify, interpret, and evaluate primary sources and other relevant information in 
relation to Pacific Islands history; 
4.  Identify the main historiographical issues in Pacific Islands history. 

Requirements: 

• Attendance and participation 
• Map test 
• Take-home exams 
• Oral Communication (OC) requirements: 

o Reading summary and overview 
o Event/volunteer opportunity reflection 
o Video forum posts 
o Historiography presentation 

Readings: 

• D’Arcy, Paul. The People of the Sea: Environment, Identity, and History in Oceania. 
Honolulu: UH Press, 2006. **This book is available online through the library, so no 
purchase is necessary. 

• Weekly readings posted to Laulima 
 

https://uhawaii-manoa.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/permalink/01UHAWAII_MANOA/1rbop20/degruyterb10.1515%252F9780824846381


HIST 483 United States in the Pacific  
Focus: WI Rosa, John     

Content: 

This course goes beyond traditional approaches of looking at U.S. expansionism and 
foreign policy in order to examine the ways that people in the Pacific have responded to 
changing political, economic, and social environments. Given the size of the Pacific, the 
course focuses mainly on the island experiences of Hawai‘i, Guam and the Marianas 
Islands, and interactions with the Pacific Rim locales of the Philippines, Japan, Okinawa, 
and Korea. The course highlights the experiences of indigenous and immigrant peoples in 
Oceania as a “sea of islands” (as Epeli Hau‘ofa would put it) in their own right, not 
diminished by dominant narratives coming from continental places. 

Requirements: 

 To be announced. 
Readings: 

• Rauzon, Isles of Amnesia: The History, Geography, and Restoration of America's 
Forgotten Pacific Islands 

• Winchester, Pacific: Silicon Chips and Surfboards, Coral Reefs and Atom Bombs, Brutal 
Dictators, Fading Empires, and the Coming Collision of the World's Superpowers 

• Shigematsu & Camacho (eds.), Militarized Currents: Toward a Decolonized Future in 
Asia and the Pacific 

 
 
HIST 493 Library Treasures: Exploring Special Collections & Archives 
Focus: HAP Foukona, Joseph  
Content: 

This course introduces students to the special collections and archival records available at 
the University of Hawaii library and elsewhere. It examines historical archival records to 
interpret how legacies of British, French, US and Japanese Empires impacted on spaces in 
the 19th and 20th century in Oceania. Students will explore alongside the course 
instructor and librarians the archival records relevant to Oceania that are available at the 
University of Hawaii library and elsewhere. This will include students conducting 
original research using the library collection.  Using the archives and library collection to 
interpret spaces will provide a historical insight on the impact of Empire legacy on 
indigenous spaces in Oceania. Archival documents including maps and photographs will 
be referred to in this course. 

Requirements: 
To be announced. 

Readings: 

• To be announced. 



 
HIST 496 Senior Tutorial in History 
Focus: WI Reiss, Suzanna  
Content: 

Analysis of sources and evaluation of methods of historical writing. Students undertake a 
major research and writing project in field of special interest. Capstone course requires a 
20-25 page minimum final research paper.  
 
*Open to History majors in ANY geographic field* 

Requirements: 
To be announced. 

Readings: 

• To be announced. 
 
 
HIST 496 Senior Tutorial in History 
Focus: WI Lanzona, Vina  
Content: 

Analysis of sources and evaluation of methods of historical writing. Students undertake a 
major research and writing project in field of special interest. Capstone course requires a 
20-25 page minimum final research paper. 
 
*Open to History majors in ANY geographic field* 

Requirements: 
To be announced. 

Readings: 

• To be announced. 
 
 
 



GRADUATE COURSES 
 
 
HIST 609 Seminar in World History 
 López Lázaro, Fabio  
Content: 

An historiographical introduction to transnational, world/global, and comparative history. 
These related approaches are exciting and challenging research concentrations within the 
broader discipline of history. This reading seminar provides an introduction to the most 
important historiographical approaches, theoretical concepts, and investigative 
methodologies used by world historians. 

Requirements: 

• Contributions to class discussions: 20 % of final grade 
• Critical analysis presentations about selected course readings: 2 pres. x 15% = 30 %  
• Historiographical research essay (minimum approx. 5,000 words): 50 % 

Readings: 

• To be announced. 
 
 
HIST 611C Advanced Readings in European History 
 Jolly, Karen  
Content: 

HIST 611C is a historiographic seminar on the subject of “medievalisms” open to 
graduate students in any geographic or temporal field of history or allied discipline. 
 
This course tackles contemporary ethical issues surrounding the use of the term 
“medieval,” specifically cultural appropriations of medieval European tropes in current 
discourse and popular media.  Some of these are seemingly harmless fantasies like Lord 
of the Rings and Game of Thrones, while others, for example images of the Crusades, are 
deeply implicated in white supremacist narratives.  Most of these popular notions are not 
derived from the actual medieval period of European history (c. 500-1500) but are rooted 
in nineteenth-century medievalisms closely tied to ethnic nationalism in ways that cannot 
be separated from colonialism and racism. One of the key tasks for historians is to 
confront these stereotypes and offer alternative ways of thinking about pre-modern 
Europe in a post-modern world historical context.   
 
HIST 611C is “stacked” with HIST 433, combining advanced undergraduates and 
graduate students in a productive conversation on the role of historians in addressing 
contemporary ethical issues such as “medievalisms.” Undergraduates will focus primarily 
on pop culture medievalisms as ethical issues, while graduate students will engage with 



the theoretical approaches to addressing these issues.  The overall goal of the course is to 
explore ways historians should speak into contemporary society in the classroom, online, 
and in other public forums. 

Requirements: 

• Four 3-5 page historiography papers (40%)        
• Final research paper (40%) 
• Class Presentations (20%) 

Readings: 

• Elliott, Andrew B. R. Medievalism, Politics and Mass Media:  Appropriating the Middle 
Ages in the Twenty-First Century. Cambridge:  D. S. Brewer, 2017.   

• Fitzpatrick, KellyAnn.  Neomedievalism, Popular Culture, and the Academy:  From 
Tolkien to Game of Thrones.  Boydell and Brewer, 2019. 

• Internet Medieval Sourcebook (http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/sbook.asp) 
• Whose Middle Ages? Teachable Moments for an Ill-used Past, ed. Andrew Albin, Mary 

C. Erler, Thomas O’Donnell, Nicholas L. Paul, and Nina Rowe.  New York:  Fordham 
University Press, 2019.   

• Why the Middle Ages Matter.  Ed. Celia Chazelle, Simon Doubleday, and Felice Lifshitz. 
Taylor and Francis, 2012. available as a UHM ebook. 

• Other books and articles in bibliography. 
 
 
HIST 612 Ethnographic History 
 LaBriola, Monica  
Content: 

This course will explore the dialogical and dialectical exchange between the disciplines 
of history and anthropology over the past several decades, with a focus on some of the 
ways in which historians from a variety of subdisciplines and area specialties have turned 
to “culture” and other anthropological concepts and approaches to interpret and re-present 
the past. Although not required for any subdiscipline, the course will be of interest to 
students who wish to engage in more extensive reflection on a major methodological 
approach that crosses a diversity of historical themes, time periods, and geographical 
areas.   
 
SLOs:  
1. Demonstrate an understanding of the theories and methodologies of the discipline of 
history, with an emphasis on ethnographic history 
2. Demonstrate a critical understanding of historiography, with a focus on ethnohistorical 
methods and approaches 
3. Write expository prose and orally present ideas at an advanced level. 

Requirements: 

• Class attendance and active participation 



• Book reviews/analysis 
• Class discussant responsibilities 
• Historiography essay 

Readings: 
*NOTE: The professor is working on locating online books and resources in case that should be 
necessary. Students who enroll in and are serious about taking the course should contact 
labriola@hawaii.edu before purchasing any books for more information about course format 
and reading options. 
 

• Benedict Anderson, Imagined Communities: Reflections on the Origins and Spread of 
Nationalism (revised 2016 edition) 

• Angela Bourke, The Burning of Bridget Cleary: A True Story 
• Vincent Brown, The Reaper’s Garden: Death and Power in the World of Atlantic Slavery 
• Urvashi Butalia, The Other Side of Silence: Voices from the Partition of India 
• Inga Clendinnen, Ambivalent Conquests: Maya and Spaniard in Yucatan, 1517-1570 
• Paul Cohen, History in Three Keys: The Boxers as Event, Experience, and Myth 
• Maureen Konkle, Writing Indian Nations: Native Intellectuals and the Politics of 

Historiography, 1827-1863 
• Jill Lepore, The Name of War: King Philip's War and the Origins of American Identity  
• Renato Rosaldo, Culture and Truth: The Remaking of Social Analysis 
• Judith Walkowitz, City of Dreadful Delight: Narratives of Sexual Danger in Late-

Victorian London 
• Margaret J. Wiener, Visible and Invisible Realms: Power, Magic, and Colonial Conquest 

in Bali 
• Glenn Wharton, The Painted King: Art, Activism, and Authenticity in Hawai‘i 
• Geoff White, Memorializing Pearl Harbor: Unfinished Histories and the Work of 

Remembrance 
 
 
HIST 613 Introduction to Cultural Studies  
 Njoroge, Njoroge   
Content: 

This course provides an introduction to some of the main currents in cultural studies, 
emphasizing the history and theoretical foundations of the field. Beginning with “Marx’s 
Marxism” we will examine the ways in which Marxism and critical theory have been 
central to developments in cultural studies. We will investigate different methodologies 
from a variety of disciplines—history, political economy, sociology, anthropology—to 
examine the production of meaning and the practice of everyday life. 

Requirements: 
To be announced. 

Readings: 

mailto:labriola@hawaii.edu


• To be announced. 
 
 
HIST 634C Research in American History: Republic to 1877 
 Daniel, Marcus  
Content: 

This is a research seminar in the history of the American Republic. Its primary focus will 
be on the period between the 1780’s and the 1840’s. During the first half of the class, 
students will be introduced to a series of exemplary texts and topics in the history of the 
early national and ante-bellum United States. They will then research and write an 
extended essay of their own on a topic in this period, grounded in primary source material 
and a solid review and use of secondary sources.  

Requirements: 
Class attendance and participation; short review essays on class readings; class 
presentations and a research paper of at least 20 pages based on your own primary and 
secondary research. 

Readings: 

• To be announced. 
 
 
HIST 661B Seminar in Chinese History: Early 
 Davis, Ned  
Content & Readings: 

This seminar will examine the historical development of East Asia in the medieval period 
(200 – 1400) How was it created? Does it designate a geo-political region or a cultural 
reality? Was it Sinocentric? Was it “Confucian”? We will read books on medieval Japan, 
Korea, Manchuria, and China, such as Ooms, Imperial Politics and Symbolics in Ancient 
Japan: The Tenmu Dynasty or Adolphson, The Gates of Power: Monks, Courtiers and 
Warriors in Premodern Japan, as well as books on subjects (Buddhism/ language and 
literature) that span the region, including: Jiang and Chia’s Spreading Buddha’s Word in 
East Asia: The Formation and Transformation of the Chinese Buddhist Canon. Graduate 
students in all fields are welcome. 

Requirements: 

To be announced. 
 

https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0231171609/ref=ox_sc_act_title_3?smid=A3ITAZ6LJJXL67&psc=1
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0231171609/ref=ox_sc_act_title_3?smid=A3ITAZ6LJJXL67&psc=1
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