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UNDERGRADUATE COURSES 

 

 

HIST 151 World History to 1500 

Foundations: FGA Wang, Wensheng  

Content: 

This is an introductory survey course that explores basic patterns of historical change 

across the pre-modern world (up to about 1650AD). It takes a close look at three broad 

themes: first, the transformations of human society to settled agricultural cultures and 

then to complex societies that relied on writing and bureaucracies to govern; second, the 

cross-cultural exchange of goods, ideas, and people (the formation of Silk Road, the rise 

of Christianity and Islam, the Mongol Empire, and the spread of the Black Death); third, 

the contact between native populations and Europeans (in Latin and North America and 

Southeast Asia) as well as the African slave trade. Students will not only examine patterns 

of social, political, cultural, economic, and ecological changes across the world before 

1650AD, they will also study how these changes shaped the lives of ordinary men and 

women. 

Requirements: 

To be announced.  

Required Texts: 

 Bentley, Ziegler and Streets-Salter, Traditions and Encounters: A Global Perspective on 

the Past, Vol. I 

 

 

HIST 152 World History since 1500 

Foundations: FGB Henriksen, Margot   

Content: 

This course analyzes the processes and results of encounters between human societies and 

their cultural traditions in all parts of the world, including Africa, the Americas, Asia, 

Europe, and Oceania, from 1500 C.E. to the present.  Lectures and readings analyze the 

establishment of economic and tradition relationships, the imposition of colonial regimes, 

struggles for hegemony between people of different societies, and the massive process of 

decolonization in the twentieth century, as well as the enduring influence of various 

cultural traditions throughout these global encounters.  In small weekly discussion 

groups, students engage in the study of writings, narratives, artifacts, or cultural practices 

of different peoples and societies.  Overall, the course provides students with an 

intellectual foundation for responsible citizenship in the complex, interdependent, 

globalizing world of contemporary times. 

Requirements: 
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To be announced. 

Required Texts: 

 Bentley & Ziegler, Traditions and Encounters: A Global Perspective on the Past, Vol. 2 

 Jicai, The Three-Inch Golden Lotus 

 Achebe, Things Fall Apart 

 Remarque, All Quiet on the Western Front 

 Spiegelman, Maus: A Survivor’s Tale (Volumes 1 and 2) 

 Atwood, The Handmaid’s Tale 

 

 

HIST 156 World History of Human Disease 

Foundations: FGC Brown, Shana  

Content: 

Everyone gets sick, but disease is more than a personal experience – it is a significant 

factor influencing politics, society, and culture. This course examines the way that health 

and disease has affected global human history. We examine how biological and human 

social factors combine to determine the impacts of disease, focusing on major episodes of 

disease from prehistory to the present. Specific issues include the importance of human 

migrations and increasing globalization in the spread and experience of disease; the 

political and economic factors that lead to the emergence, experience, and medical and 

social responses to outbreaks of disease; the role of new agricultural, architectural, and 

medical technologies in facilitating and halting the spread of disease; and the ways in 

which human societies have used literature and art, science, and religion to respond to 

and shape the experiences of disease. A long-term historical perspective can also offer 

insight as to how current and emerging global diseases, including Ebola and Zika, might 

be effectively addressed. 

Requirements: 

Two midterms and one final exam; discussion lab section work including short writing 

assignments, quizzes, attendance and participation. 

Required Texts: 

 All readings and other resources (films, etc.) will be available for free via Laulima, 

including both recent literature and historical documents. 

 

 

HIST 157 Global Environmental History 

Foundations: FGC Zelko, Frank  

Content: 

The environment—and climate change in particular—is the great issue of our time. It 

seems clear that in the coming decades, the entire planet will be affected by the 
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environmental changes caused, at least in part, by human activity. How did we get to this 

stage in our history as a species? This course will examine this question in a historical, 

scientific, and non-judgmental way. We will explore the influence of nature—climate, 

topography, plants, animals, and microorganisms—on human history and the way people, 

in turn, have influenced the natural world around them. The course will be global in 

scope and will examine how humans have interacted with their environment from the pre-

agricultural era to modern times. In particular, it will focus on how some of the world’s 

civilizations changed their environment, how nature limited their development, and how 

they coped—or failed to cope—with the environmental problems that civilizations 

inevitably produce. 

Requirements: 

To be announced.  

Required Texts: 

 To be announced. 

 

 

HIST 161A World Cultures in Perspective 

Foundations: FGA Davis, Ned  

Content | Requirements | Readings: 

This class, for new and intellectually curious undergraduates, will introduce the student to 

the ancient and medieval worlds. One of our books will consider the cores (Western and 

Eastern Asia,) peripheries (steppe empires,) semi-peripheries (Europe and North 

Africa,) and out-of-spheres (sub-Saharan Africa, the Americas, Pacific Islanders, Native 

Australians, Vikings) synchronically in the year 1000. The other will consider the entire 

history of human beings diachronically (over time) and particularly in relation to our 

ancestral environment in Africa and our biological inheritance.  

 

 

HIST 282 Introduction to American History (1865 to present)   

Focus: WI Daniel, Marcus   

Content: 

This course is an introduction to the history of the United States from the Civil War to the 

present. In just over a century a nation of small towns and agricultural producers, whose 

men and women aspired to a life of independent labor on the land, became and industrial 

super-power, sustained by a society of white and blue collar wage-earners whose 

agricultural skills had atrophied to lawn-mowing. During the same period, a political and 

social order that was controlled and governed by white men became a multi-racial 

democracy acknowledging in principle, though not necessarily redeeming in practice, the 

democratic rights of all citizens, regardless of race and gender. These changes were 

profound, and they were neither smooth nor uncontested. Many Americans in this period 

disagreed profoundly with the direction their country was taking. Conflict was as 
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common as consensus, and both shaped and reshaped American life in the C19th and 

C20th. This course will trace the most significant of these conflicts, exploring through 

them divergent and changing visions of family life, social order, national identity and 

political citizenship. How for example, did different social groups define American 

society and what it meant to be an American? How did these definitions change over 

time? Above all, I hope you will acquire a sense of the way that ordinary Americans 

responded to, coped with, and helped create their own future and our shared past. 

Requirements: 

To be announced. 

Required Texts: 

 To be announced.  

 

 

HIST 288    Survey of Pacific Islands History 

Focus: HAP, WI    LaBriola, Monica  

Content: 

History 288 offers a survey of the major events, themes, and issues that make up the 

diverse and exciting histories of the Pacific Islands region including Hawai‘i—

meanwhile exploring the frequent intersections between Pacific Islander and Native 

Hawaiian histories and historiographies. We will begin by considering indigenous origins 

and origin stories and various theories about the settlement of the islands. We will go on 

to explore the pre-European contact, early contact, colonial, and modern periods with a 

particular focus on indigenous Pacific Islander and Native Hawaiian experiences, 

interpretations, and engagements. Along the way, we will become familiar with the major 

groups of actors in the region and examine their effects, real and assumed, on Pacific 

Islands histories; actors include Polynesian monarchs, Melanesian big men, Micronesian 

chiefs, European explorers, whalers, traders, beachcombers, missionaries, indigenous 

prophets, colonial officials, local rebels, tourists, Islander politicians and activists, 

development specialists, and many others. Over the course of the term, we will consider 

themes such as indigeneity, indigenous historiography, culture contact and change, 

comparative colonialisms, resistance, global conflict, land and sovereignty, urbanization, 

migration, climate change, and contemporary neocolonial challenges—each of which 

offers important insights into the histories and cultures of the region. We will place 

special emphasis on indigenous historical agency, interpretations, and experiences and on 

the many diverse forms of historical expression among the different island groups. 

Throughout, we will draw on recent Pacific scholarship theorizing the ocean and its 

islands as a vast space of interconnection and movement. 

 

This course has been approved to fulfill the Hawaiian, Asian, and Pacific Issues (H or 

HAP) and Writing Intensive (W or WI) focus requirements; you will receive a HAP and 

WI credit upon successful completion of the course requirements. As this is a WI course, 

written assignments will contribute significantly to your grade. 
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Requirements: 

To be announced. 

Required Texts: 

 Kihleng, My Urohs 

 Grace, Potiki 

 

 

HIST 296 
The Empire of Japan and Its Legacies in Asia and the Pacific: 

Exploring Historical Archives 

Focus: WI Totani, Yuma  

Content: 

With the passage of more than seven decades since defeat in World War II and the 

ensuing breakup of its vast territory in the Asia-Pacific region, the Empire of Japan may 

be a long-forgotten past. Yet remnants of Japanese imperialism and colonialism continue 

to shape the makeup of social, economic, political, military, and cultural institutions far 

and wide in many countries in Asia and the Pacific. Moreover, the University of Hawaiʻi 

Library is home to voluminous historical archives that offer unique insights into the rise 

and fall of the Empire of Japan and its impacts on the formation of nation-states in the 

Asia-Pacific region. In this undergraduate W-Focus research seminar, students will 

explore some of those historical archives at the UH Library. The ultimate goal of this 

course is for each student to produce an original research paper that utilizes a library 

collection of his or her own choosing. In addition, students will fulfill smaller-scale 

assignments that help them develop basic skills in historical research and writing. Aside 

from writing assignments, students will have the opportunity of producing a companion 

short video for the individual research paper. A video thus produced will be treated as an 

extra-credit work and will be counted toward the final grade. The video will be eligible 

for submission for the annual Library Treasures Video Shorts Competition at Hamilton 

Library (https://manoa.hawaii.edu/library/about/news/library-treasures/video-shorts/; 

submission deadline in late April 2020). 

Requirements: 

 Original research paper (3,000 words or longer) 

 Mini writing assignments 

 Regular attendance and participation in class discussion 

Required Texts: 

 To be posted on Laulima 

 

 

 

 

 

https://manoa.hawaii.edu/library/about/news/library-treasures/video-shorts/
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HIST 301/IP 300 History of Early India 

 Bertz, Ned  

Content: 

This course will introduce students to the history of India and South Asia from the age of 

the earliest civilizations to the decline of the Mughal Empire, a time when many forces—

internal and external—were competing for control of the Indian subcontinent. First we 

will examine the early civilizations uncovered in the Indus River valley, followed by the 

rise of Vedic culture, especially through the telling of one of the world’s most popular 

epics, The Ramayana. The next unit will focus on the evolution of Hinduism and the 

emergence of Buddhism and Jainism as competing religious and political forces. 

'Classical' Indian culture will be studied through ancient Sanskrit tales before we move on 

to the spread of Islam especially after the turn of the millennium. The last weeks of the 

course will deal with the trajectory of the Delhi Sultanate and the Mughal Empire, ending 

with Europeans waiting in the shadows to seize control of India. For extra credit, there 

will be an optional Bollywood film series with movies shown in the late afternoon on a 

few occasions across the semester. 

Requirements: 

To be announced. 

Required Texts: 

 Thapar, The Penguin History of Early India 

 Narayan, The Ramayana: A Shortened Modern Prose Version of the Indian Epic 

 Van Buitenen, Tales of Ancient India 

 

 

HIST 306 History of Modern Southeast Asia 

 Lanzona, Vina  

Content: 

Historians of the region “Southeast Asia” (which now comprises 11 nations) usually 

consider the eighteenth century as the beginning of the “modern period.” From this 

period, the different regions of Southeast Asia were linked by their common histories and 

shared experiences of social and economic imperialism, cultural transformation, 

nationalist struggles, wars, rebellions and revolutions, and postcolonial challenges. This 

course introduces students to the political, social and cultural history of the enormously 

diverse region of Southeast Asia from the eighteenth century to the present.   

 

The course is organized around three broad chronological periods in the history of 

modern Southeast Asia: Early European Contacts, the Age of Colonialism and the Rise of 

the Nation-States. But within these contexts, we will explore several themes including 

social and economic colonial transformations; indigenous responses to colonial 

domination; race, class and gender; nationalism; rebellion and revolution and the nature 

of the postcolonial societies in Southeast Asia. Given the size and diversity of the region, 
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the course will tend to concentrate on four Southeast Asian countries: Vietnam, Burma, 

Indonesia and the Philippines. Hopefully, students will gain a deeper understanding of an 

incredibly interesting and historically complex region of the world. 

Requirements: 

To be announced.   

Required Texts: 

 Zero textbook-cost course. 

 

 

HIST 312 History of China 

 Davis, Ned  

Content | Requirements | Readings: 

History 312 will introduce the student to the history of late-imperial and modern China. 

The lectures will focus on institutional, political, and social history. Requirements for the 

course include a take-home, essay-question midterm and a final. Friday lectures will be 

devoted, occasionally, to class discussion of the reading. Attendance and participation are 

not required, but will be considered when determining your final grade. The week's 

reading assignments should be completed by each Friday (or by discussion). The course 

will emphasize the links and continuities between imperial and modern China and teach 

the student how to identify and compose an historical argument. 

 

 

HIST 323/ASAN 323 Way of Tea in Japanese History & Culture 

Focus: OC Stalker, Nancy  

Content: 

The tea ceremony is considered by many to be a metaphor for Japanese culture, a 

composite practice that requires wide-ranging knowledge of Japanese arts, religion, and 

literature. Skilled hosts demonstrate understandings of ceramics, calligraphy, flower 

arrangement, architecture and gardens, among other areas. Furthermore, tea ceremony 

served as an important forum for political and economic elites to form social connections 

and gain cultural capital, especially from the premodern period through today. This 

course traces the history of chanoyu, the tea ceremony: from its origins in the civil wars 

of the fifteenth century; to its practice under the Tokugawa shogunate; to rebirth during 

Meiji Japan's era of modernization, when it continued to be practiced among wealthy men 

but also rapidly disseminated among women when added to girl's schools' curriculums; to 

the practice of tea in contemporary Japan today, including creative new interpretations. 

We will read both primary and secondary sources, supplemented with videos and films, 

to question how and why has chanoyu remained the primary practice for expressing 

Japanese cultural identity across these centuries, in spite of momentous changes in state 

formation, society, economy, and technology.  
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Requirements: 

To be announced. 

Required Texts: 

 Surak, Making Tea, Making Japan: Cultural Nationalism in Practice 

 Rose, For All the Tea in China 

 Kawabata, Thousand Cranes 

 

 

HIST 328 History of Modern Korea 

Focus: ETH, OC Kim, Cheehyung Harrison  

Content: 

This course examines Korea from the 18th century to the present. We begin with the 

questions, what is modernity and what is the modern nation? And what is different about 

the modern period? The starting point is when Korea encounters the West and begins the 

process of modernization. Included here is the period of modern colonization as part of 

the Japanese Empire, from 1876 to 1945. The questions about the contemporary era, from 

1945 to today, are related to the national division, the Korean War, capitalist 

development, socialist development, democratization, globalization, popular culture, 

unification, and diaspora. North Korea is equally considered with South Korea. This 

course is not only about what happened in Korea but also about how Korea’s historical 

events are causally connected to world events, with the greater aim of universalizing the 

two Koreas’ historical questions. 

Requirements: 

Weekly response papers, midterm exam, presentations, final review paper. 

Required Texts: 

 All readings available as electronic files. 

 

 

HIST 332 Ancient Greece II 

Focus: OC Schwartz, Saundra  

Content: 

This course will focus on the study of Greek civilization from its earliest manifestation 

until the end of the Peloponnesian war. This was a formative period in political history, 

as independent city-states (poleis) throughout the Aegean, Black, and Mediterranean 

Seas created guidelines for how communities could live—and fight—with each other. 

We will use a variety of primary sources to understand how the Greeks understood 

themselves, others, and their place in the world.  

 

To bring this complex and fluid period to life, everyone will participate in a historical 
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simulation game from “Reacting to the Past” (http://reacting.barnard.edu). You will be 

given a description of your role that will give you a specific lens through which to 

consider the events of Athenian history. Once the game begins, you will work 

individually and in teams to debate the future of the entire community. 

Requirements: 

Midterm, final, two papers (4 pages), two oral presentations (5-8 minutes) 

Required Texts: 

 Ober, Norman, and Carnes, The Threshold Of Democracy: Athens in 403 B.C. 

 Thucydides, The Landmark Thucydides: A Comprehensive Guide to the 

Peloponnesian War 

 Aristophanes, Acharnians, Lysistrata, Clouds 

 Euripides, Trojan Women 

 Plato, The Republic 

 

 

HIST 336 Medieval Europe 1050-1350 

Focus: OC Jolly, Karen  

Content & Requirements: 

This course introduces students to the main trends in European cultures circa 1050–1350.  

We will read primary sources to study each century, guided by Dante and his Divine 

Comedy. For the oral communications focus, we will use role-playing to develop 

historical empathy as a tool for understanding the primary source readings. These oral 

presentations constitute half the grade; the other half is based on two midterms and a final 

exam. 

Required Texts: 

 Barbara H. Rosenwein, A Short History of the Middle Ages, 4th ed. (University of Toronto 

Press, 2014). UHM ebook. 

 Barbara H. Rosenwein, Reading the Middle Ages:  Sources from Europe, Byzantium, and 

the Islamic World, 3rd ed. (University of Toronto Press, 2018).  UHM ebook. 

 The Divine Comedy of Dante Alighieri, ed. and trans. Robert M. Durling (Oxford 

University Press, 2011).  UHM ebook. 

 Dante Alighieri and Mark Musa, Dante’s Vita Nuova:  A Translation and an Essay.  

Indiana University Press, 1973.  UHM ebook. 

 

 

HIST 339 Renaissance and Reformation 

 Mizumoto-Gitter, Alex  

Content: 

This course will discuss the world of the Renaissance and the Reformation, covering the 
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years 1300 through 1600.  Students will practice analyzing primary sources to learn 

about major intellectual and cultural trends with a particular eye to gender and the 

family.  This course will also encourage students to think globally, examining the fluidity 

of intra-European borders as well as the impacts of early colonization in the Atlantic 

Basin.  There is one book that will need to be purchased.  Other required readings will be 

made available online. 

Requirements: 

Two short papers, one final paper. 

Required Texts: 

 Juan Ruiz, trans. Mignani and Di Cesare, Book of Good Love 

 

 

HIST 358 The World of the Mekong 

 Phung, Hieu  

Content: 

Today we consider the Mekong as among one of the ten longest rivers on earth. A 

transnational river, and the largest of Southeast Asia, the Mekong flows from its source 

in the Himalayas through Yunnan-China, Myanmar, Laos, Thailand, Cambodia, and 

southern Vietnam, where it empties into the South China Sea. Throughout its history, the 

Mekong region has been home to multiethnic peoples (e.g., Tai, Hmong, Khmer, Han-

Chinese, Cham, Kinh-Vietnamese) and immensely diverse flora and fauna. However, 

from the perspective of modern developmentalists, it largely remains an under-

developed, frontier region. The history of the Mekong therefore conceals many questions 

waiting for exploration.  

 

In this course, we venture into the history of the Mekong region from its first human 

settlements to the turn of the twenty-first century. The focus is on the region’s 

multiethnicity, multiculturalism, and the current concerns about its environmental 

challenges. This course teaches you transnational history, as well as the powerful 

connection of History with other disciplines. You will learn to read and extract 

information from materials across disciplines in order to synthesize historical knowledge 

of the Mekong world. The recurring topics that emerge from lectures and course 

materials include migration, warfare, religion, ethnicity, and the environment. 

Requirements: 

1. Attendance and participation (with an emphasis on verbal communication skills): 20% 

2. Multimedia Mekong footnotes (A one-page, take-home analysis of a multimedia 

source relating to the Mekong world): 20% 

3. Three short writings (2 one-page summary/reflection and 1 two-page book review): 

30% 

4. Final project: A Research paper (8 to 10 pages with a bibliography and accurate 

citations): 30% 
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Required Texts: 

This is a low-cost textbook course. All the readings are available on Laulima, except: 

 Burgess, John. Stories in Stone: The Sdok Kok Thom Inscription & the Enigma of Khmer 

History. Bangkok: River Books, 2010. (available in Kindle version at $7.99) 

 Biggs, David. Quagmire: Nation-Building and Nature in the Mekong Delta. Washington: 

University of Washington Press, 2012. (available e-book version through UHM libraries) 

 

 

HIST 361/AMST 316/WS 311 U.S. Women’s History 

 Colwill, Elizabeth  

Content: 

Please contact the American Studies Department (amstgrad@hawaii.edu). 

 

 

HIST 378 / MGT 348 History of American Business 

 Kraft, James  

Content: 

This course traces the evolution of American business from colonial times to the present. 

It often focuses on the lives of famous entrepreneurs like Robert Fulton and Henry Ford, 

and on the rise of large corporations like Standard Oil and General Motors. At the same 

time, however, it shows that many obscure people and small firms have contributed to 

American business development. From a broader perspective, the course explores the 

relationship between business, technology, politics, culture, and economic thought. 

Requirements: 

To be announced. 

Required Texts: 

 Buder, Capitalizing on Change: A Social History of American Business 

 Vonnegut, Player Piano 

 Blaszczyk & Scranton, Major Problems in American Business History 

 

 

HIST 379/AMST 365 American Empire 

 Reiss, Suzanna  

Content: 

The United States since its earliest formation has been characterized by an ever-

expanding sphere of influence. This influence has been exerted through both formal and 

informal mechanisms of economic, political and cultural control. This course explores the 

history of U.S. expansion by interrogating the changing meanings, contexts and 
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consequences of American Empire. We will explore a number of critical themes 

including the way in which US capitalism provided both a material and ideological 

framework for expansion; the intersection of racial ideas with imperial ideologies; and the 

politics of consent and coercion within systems of imperial governance. Our goal is to 

examine the meaning of “imperialism” in the American context by looking at political 

debates, economic policies, racial ideologies and cultural understandings of the role of the 

U.S. nation-state in the world. 

Requirements: 

To be announced. 

Required Texts: 

 Merleaux, Sugar and Civilization: American Empire and the Cultural Politics of 

Sweetness 

 Chang, The Color of the Land: Race, Nation, and the Politics of Landownership in 

Oklahoma, 1832-1929 

 Grandin, Fordlandia: The Rise and Fall of Henry Ford’s Forgotten Jungle City 

 LaFeber, Michael Jordan and the New Global Capitalism 

 

 

HIST 386 Caribbean History 

 Njoroge, Njoroge  

Content: 

This course surveys the history of the Caribbean region from 1500 to the present. Since 

Columbus’ “discovery” in 1492 the Caribbean has been at the center of the making of the 

modern world. For over 500 years, this region has been the site of encounters, conflicts 

and clashes among Native Americans, Europeans, Africans, and Asians. As the modern 

world system began to emerge in the 17th century the Caribbean became the site of 

intensive imperial rivalry among the major European powers for the most valuable 

colonies in the Atlantic world. Within this framework we will examine aspects of the 

social history and economic development of the region, paying close attention to land and 

labor systems, gender relations, race and ethnicity, community and class formation, and 

state formation and nationalism. The goal of this class is to examine the emergence of the 

modern multi-ethnic Caribbean against the backdrop of this complicated colonial history. 

Although we will consider the region as a whole, our focus will be on Cuba, Haiti, and 

Jamaica. 

Requirements: 

To be announced. 

Required Texts: 

 Martin, Caribbean History: From Pre-Colonial Origins to the Present 

 Dubois and Garrigus, Slave Revolution in the Caribbean, 1789-1804: A Brief History with 
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Documents 

 Kincaid, A Small Place 

 

 

HIST 396B Historical Theories and Methods 

Focus: WI McNally, Mark  

Content: 

This class focuses on some of the major interpretive theories and methodologies currently 

in use in the discipline of history in the United States. While the scope of the course is 

relatively broad, the number of historical approaches is too vast to be adequately covered 

by it. The course will emphasize recent trends developed by European and American 

scholars since the 1950s. Because of the advent of interdisciplinary scholarship in the 

United States, most of the readings for the course do not come solely from the field of 

history itself. In addition to history, the readings in this course come from literary theory, 

cultural studies, and philosophy. While some of these theoretical approaches may seem 

controversial, the purpose of the course is to study and analyze them (not necessarily to 

agree with them). Critical responses to the approaches in this course are encouraged, but 

only after some degree of understanding them. 

Requirements: 

To be announced. 

Required Texts: 

 To be announced. 

 

 

HIST 396C Historical Theories & Methods: Education 

Focus: WI Matteson, Kieko  

Content: 

This course introduces students to the frameworks and methodologies of historical 

scholarship, with a special emphasis on past and present trends in historiography (the 

history of historical writing), theory (guiding principles of analysis), and practical 

methods (locating and utilizing primary sources, formulating and presenting arguments) 

as they relate to history majors considering a career in education or secondary education 

majors with an emphasis in social studies. Readings and supplementary materials include 

well-known and influential books and essays, as well as archival, digital, and visual 

resources. 

Requirements: 

Weekly reading responses, discussion participation, History Day observation and 

assessment, annotated bibliography and historiographical essay. 
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Required Texts: 

 Sara Maza, Thinking About History 

 Marc Bloch, The Historian’s Craft  

 Natalie Zemon Davis, The Return of Martin Guerre 

 Andre Resendez, A Land So Strange: The Epic Journey of Cabeza de Vaca  

 Yuval Noah Harari, Homo Deus: A Brief History of Tomorrow  

 John Merriman, The Dynamite Club: How a Bombing in Fin-de-Siècle Paris Ignited the 

Age of Modern Terror 

 Timothy Snyder, Black Earth: The Holocaust as History and Warning 

 

 

HIST 406/ASAN 406 Modern Philippines 

 Abinales, Patricio  

Content: 

Please contact the Center for Philippine Studies (cps@hawaii.edu). 

 

 

HIST 408 Modern Indonesia 

Focus: WI Andaya, Leonard  

Content: 

This course is designed to introduce students to Indonesia, the fourth largest nation 

in the world, by examining the development of the modern state since the nineteenth 

century. The major theme throughout the course is the ongoing attempt to create a 

"national" unity of the diverse ethnic groups, cultures, and histories which make-up 

this complex state. 

Requirements: 

1.   A midterm exam worth 1/3 of the final grade 

2.   One essay worth 1/3 of the final grade 

3.   Final examination worth 1/3 of the final grade 

4.   Satisfactory attendance at lectures and participation in class discussions. A student 

with poor attendance record may be denied the right to take the final examination. 

5.   To achieve a passing grade for the course, all three assignments (midterm, essay, and 

final exam) must receive a satisfactory (passing) mark. 

Required Texts: 

 M. C. Ricklefs, A History of Modern Indonesia [Recommended] 
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HIST 419 The Search for Modern China 

Focus: WI Wang, Wensheng  

Content: 

This writing-intensive course aims to help students understand the making of modern 

China by tracing a long series of crises, reforms, and revolutions since 1800. These 

critical events and processes provide a prism through which to view how China has 

developed from a collapsing dynastic empire to one of the world’s greatest powers. 

Students will examine how this dramatic transformation has shaped the lives of ordinary 

people as well as the ways they have understood their past. Students will also think about 

the enduring influence of Chinese tradition and its interplay with foreign impact which 

profoundly shape China’s quest for modernization. 

Requirements: 

To be announced.  

Required Texts: 

 Spence, The Search for Modern China 

 Mitter, A Bitter Revolution 

 Cheek, Mao Zedong and China’s Revolutions 

 

 

HIST 423 Okinawa  

 McNally, Mark   

Content: 

This course covers the major developments of Okinawan history from prehistoric to 

contemporary times. The focus is on the political, social, cultural, and religious aspects of 

change for the period. Since the course encompasses a long span of time, it will be useful 

to learn the following list of periods: 1) Prehistory, 2) Ancient Ryūkyū, 3) Early Modern 

Ryūkyū, and 4) Modern Ryūkyū/Okinawa. 

Requirements: 

To be announced. 

Required Texts: 

Readings will be drawn from the following texts: 

 Islands of Discontent 

 Okinawa: A History of an Island People 

 The Okinawa Diaspora in Japan 

 The Samurai Capture a King 

 A Survey of the History and Culture of Okinawa  

 Threshold of a Closed Empire  

 Visions of Ryūkyū 
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            NOTE: Course readings will be available through Laulima – no books for purchase. 

 

 

HIST 430/CLAS 430 Persia, Greece, & Rome in the Classical Age 

Focus: OC, WI Schwartz, Saundra  

Content: 

This course will focus on the interaction between the Achaemenid and Parthian Empires 

of Persia and the societies of the Mediterranean—namely, the Greek city-states, 

Macedonia, the Hellenistic and Roman Empires. We will use a variety of primary source 

readings in order to understand how the Persian and the Greco-Romans other civilizations 

understood—or, misunderstood—each other. Special attention will be given to the 

objective comparison of the political, military, administrative, and religious structures 

between these two regions.  

 

In order to bring the complex dynamics of these cultures to life, everyone will participate 

in a historical simulation game from “Reacting to the Past” (http://reacting.barnard.edu), 

“The Last Achaemenid King: Agbatana, 331.” The game begins after Alexander has 

conquered the last of Persia’s four capitals; however, Darius, the Persian King, remains at 

large. In the game, you will confront questions of kingship, physical and cultural 

geography, and the role of religion. In the game you will be given a specific role that will 

give you a specific lens through which to consider the events of Alexander’s campaign to 

create an empire ruled by both Persians and Macedonians. Once the game begins, you 

will work individually and in teams to debate the future of what may be the greatest 

empire of its time. 

Requirements: 

Midterm, two written speeches (4 pages each), term paper (10 pages) 

Required Texts: 

 Green, Alexander of Macedon, 356-323 B.C. 

 Herodotus, The Landmark Herodotus 

 Arrian, The Landmark Arrian 

 Xenophon, The Expedition of Cyrus 

 Waters, Ancient Persia: A Concise History of the Achaemenid Empire, 550-330 BCE.  

 

 

HIST 434 History of Christianity to 1500 

Focus: E Jolly, Karen  

Content: 

History 434 traces the historical development of western European Christianity within the  

context of world history from its beginnings to 1500, with an emphasis on the analysis 

and interpretation of primary sources (documents and artifacts). History majors can count 
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this course in either the world/comparative or Europe category. 

 

This course has a Contemporary Ethical Issues (E) Focus designation. Ethics in 

historiography (the philosophy of history) involves both a respect for the past and an 

awareness of our present circumstances and modes of discourse. Throughout the 

semester, we will explore ethical decision-making processes in relation to competing or 

divergent belief systems, with a particular focus on what “sacred” means in both a pre-

modern context and in a post-secular world. 

 

Primary source selections designed to engage us with different points of view for 

discussion are in the Tradition and Diversity readings book. Secondary sources reflecting 

on ethical issues are posted via Laulima.  We will be using an interactive classroom 

format, so students should have finished the assigned reading and be prepared to do group 

work in every class session. 

Requirements: 

Grading is based on five thought papers increasing in complexity and value over the 

semester (75%) and participation in class discussion and writing exercises (25%). 

Required Texts: 

 Robert Bruce Mullin, A Short World History of Christianity, rev. ed. 2014. UHM ebook. 

 Karen Louise Jolly, ed., Tradition and Diversity: Christianity in a World Context to 1500 

(Armonk, NY: M. E. Sharpe, 1997). UHM ebook. 

 Online readings through Laulima. 

 
RECOMMENDED:   

 Dale T. Irvin and Scott W. Sunquist, History of the World Christian Movement, Vol. 1: 

Earliest Christianity to 1453 (Maryknoll, NY: Orbis, 2001). 

 Barbara H. Rosenwein, A Short History of the Middle Ages, 5th ed. (University of Toronto 

Press, 2018). 4th edition available at UHM ebook. 

 

 

HIST 436 World Environmental History 

Focus: WI Matteson, Kieko  

Content: 

This course explores the interaction between human societies and the natural world from 

the early modern era of migration and discovery to our present ecological crises. Drawing 

on a wide range of recent writing on Asia, Africa, the Americas, Oceania, and Europe, the 

course will examine the social, political, economic, and cultural forces at work in 

humans’ adaptation to and transformation of the environment. Topics include early global 

exploration; invader species and biotic exchange; industrialization and urbanization; 

natural resources, science, and technology; environmental activism; the ecological impact 

of war, and many other issues.  
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Students will hone their critical thinking and analytical skills and gain insight into leading 

trends in the field of environmental history as well as current debates concerning the 

environment. They will gain proficiency in working with primary sources and also 

develop their expository and free-writing skills through the creation of a ‘naturalist’s 

notebook’ and other assignments. 

Requirements: 

Reading responses, natural history notebook, discussion leadership, researched guest 

blog. 

Required Texts: 

 To be announced. 

 

 

HIST 446 Europe 1914-1945: War & Peace 

 Hoffenberg, Peter  

Content: 

History 446 invites students to consider the many relationships among war, peace and 

revolution in Europe, starting with the Great War in August 1914 and ending with the 

immediate legacies of World War II in 1945. We will chart the ways in which nations, 

societies, experiences, memories and ideas converged during these decades to reduce 

Europe to ashes and, in doing so, establish a foundation for the birth of a new Europe 

after 1945. Or, perhaps not? What changed and did not change as a result of wars, 

revolutions and the struggle for peace?  

 

The focus will be on the major countries, including Germany, Spain, Russia and the 

Soviet Union, Britain, France and Italy, and major events and organizations, including, 

but not limited to the two World Wars, the Great Depression, the Soviet Revolution, the 

Shoah, peace conferences and the League of Nations. Students are encouraged to consider 

a variety of questions, such as the nature of civilian life during the World Wars, the 

origins of war and how peace was secured, issues of strategy, tactics and technology, and 

the revolutionary politics and ideologies between and during the Wars. We will 

additionally study how Europe’s relationships with the wider world were also influenced 

by war, peace, genocide and revolution. That wider world included European colonies 

and the United States. 

Requirements: 

Attendance, participation, discussions, blue book assignments, “Historical Definitions” 

assignment, and a final 10-12 page research paper. No examinations.  

Required Texts: 

 Ian Kershaw, To Hell and Back, Europe, 1914-1949 

 Sheila Fitzpatrick, The Russian Revolution 

 Sigmund Freud, Civilization and its Discontents [Sinclair Reserve PC#453] 
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 Primo Levi, Survival in Auschwitz 

 

 

HIST 452C History and Film: Europe  

Focus: WI Hoffenberg, Peter   

Content: 

History 452C invites students to explore how a handful of Europe’s film classics and 

some of its most significant film directors pondered and articulated major European 

events, persons and ideas. How did French and Polish film makers capture the French 

Revolution, or a 20th-century English director film a classic from the Victorian era? A 

handful of case studies allows us to consider the many relationships between History and 

Film. 

 

Among those relationships are the history of film and filmmaking themselves, the 

interactions between those histories and the larger political, intellectual, cultural, and 

social questions shaping Modern Europe and Modern Europeans, and the various ways in 

which film contributes to our understanding of both the past and our relationships to the 

past. How and why did certain films and filmmakers—such as their stories, art and 

techniques—shape the medium of cinema and both reflect and shape wider aspects of 

Modern Europe, yesterday and today? How and why did those filmmakers choose 

specific historical topics to film and how did they or did they not contribute to the public 

understanding and discussion of such topics?  

 

The course is designed to encourage appreciation of film on its own, and also 

appreciation of how film works and does not work within the larger contexts of politics, 

society, and culture. It is also intended to provide students with an opportunity to think 

about a few significant questions in modern European History. How might a particular 

film influence ideas about the nation, or revolution, or relations between rich and poor, 

men and women, war and peace, and the past, present and future? What are the 

relationships between film and memory, and film and literature? How do politics and 

society itself affect the ways in which a film is designed, created and interpreted? How do 

films shape our own contemporary “sense of the past?” 

Requirements: 

Attendance, readings, brief essays, one research paper, and participation in online and in-

class discussions. No examinations. 

Required Texts: 

 Monaco, How to Read a Film 

 Dickens, Great Expectations 

 Corrigan, A Short Guide to Writing about Film  

 Freud, Civilization and Its Discontents 
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HIST 459 African American History 

 Njoroge, Njoroge  

Content: 

This course will trace the main currents in African American history from emancipation 

in 1863 to our “post-civil rights” present. Beginning with the abolition of slavery and 

Reconstruction the course will examine the social, cultural and political transformations 

that have shaped modern African American history. The objective of the course is to re-

center African American experiences in US and world history, and analyze the ways in 

which African American history has shaped the contemporary world. We will examine the 

movement and movements of African Americans from the late 19th century, through the 

Great Migration, Garveyism and the Harlem Renaissance and the inter war period of the 

20th. We will then turn to the Civil Rights struggle and Black Power movements of the 

1960s. Finally, we look to more recent and contemporary re-visions of African American 

history and politics. 

Requirements: 

To be announced. 

Required Texts: 

 Hahn, The Political Worlds of Slavery and Freedom 

 Rydell (ed.), The Reason the Colored American Is Not in the World’s Columbian 

Exposition 

 Woodward, The Strange Career of Jim Crow 

 Jones (Amiri Baraka), Blues People 

 Lawson & Payne (eds.), Debating the Civil Rights Movement, 1945-1968 

 Tyner, The Geography of Malcolm X 

 Lefeber, Michael Jordan and the New Global Capitalism 

 

 

HIST 460 Native American History: Indigenous Methodologies 

 Arista, Noelani  

Content: 

What does it mean to decolonize research and writing? In this class on Native American 

history, we will consider a central question, what are indigenous methodologies and how 

are they related or built out of or upon traditional and customary knowledges? We will 

read the work of scholars from various disciplines: historians, anthropologists, political 

scientists, American and Hawaiian Studies, computation science and digital humanities, 

and try to understand how scholars craft their “methods” in such a way as to make them 

distinctly “indigenous.” While this is an undergraduate course, graduate students may 

seek graduate credits in discussion with the Professor. This course is good to pair with the 

HIST 678 Research in Hawaiian Language Archives, which will focus the first third of 
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the course on teaching students Hawaiian methods to work with sources that are built out 

of the sources themselves. 

Requirements: 

To be announced.  

Required Texts: 

 Smith, Decolonizing Methodologies: Research & Indigenous Peoples 

 Oliveira & Wright, eds., Kanaka ʻōiwi Methodologies: Moʻolelo and Metaphor 

 Wilson-Hokowhitu, ed., The Past before Us: Moʻokūʻauhau as Methodology 

 TallBear, Native American DNA: Tribal Belonging and the False Promise of Genetic 

Science 

 

 

HIST 468 Viva Las Vegas! 

 Henriksen, Margot  

Content: 

Viva Las Vegas! is an upper-division lecture course designed to familiarize students with 

American history in the twentieth and twenty-first centuries by tracing the 

transformations in Las Vegas over the last century. Major issues to be examined include: 

the politics of water and the building of Boulder (Hoover) Dam; Nevada’s legalization of 

gambling and easing of divorce laws; the militarization of Las Vegas during World War 

II and the Cold War, with particular attention to the atomic bomb tests that attracted 

tourists; the influence of organized crime and the rise of "The Strip"; an examination of 

gender, sexuality, and entertainment culture through studies of Frank Sinatra, Elvis 

Presley, and showgirls; the lure and failure of the American Dream in Las Vegas; and the 

recent re-invention and reconstruction of Las Vegas, first through family values and the 

designing of “casinos royale” and then through an adult-oriented reinvigoration of sex 

and sin: “What happens in Vegas stays in Vegas.” 

Requirements: 

Students complete in-class quizzes on the visual materials (for attendance credit) and 

must take an in-class, comprehensive final examination. An option to write a midterm 

paper is also available. 

Required Texts: 

 Albert, Brothel: Mustang Ranch and Its Women 

 Denton and Morris, The Money and the Power: The Making of Las Vegas and Its Hold on 

America 

 Thompson, Fear and Loathing in Las Vegas: A Savage Journey to the Heart of the 

American Dream 

 Venturi, Brown and Izenour, Learning from Las Vegas 

 Zoglin, Elvis in Vegas: How the King Reinvented the Las Vegas Show 
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HIST 477/AMST 431 History of American Workers  

Focus: ETH Kraft, James   

Content: 

American workers have had many faces: the skilled artisan, the plantation slave, the 

female domestic, the “white collar” employee and more.  What have these workers had in 

common?  What kind of work did they perform and how has it changed over time?  How 

have they responded to changes in the work environment?  What role has government 

played in shaping that environment?  What problems do American workers face today?  

This course explores these and similar questions. 

Requirements: 

 Midterm exam, 10-page research paper, final exam, and class attendance. 

Required Texts: 

 Dubofsky, Labor in America: A History 

 Boris, Major Problems in the History of American Workers 

 Kraft, Vegas at Odds: Labor Conflict in a Leisure Economy, 1960-1985 

 

 

HIST 482 Pacific Islands II 

 Foukona, Joseph  

Content: 

This course will cover Oceania’s past during the colonial and “post-colonial” eras, with 

special emphasis on indigenous resistance to colonialism, the impact of two World Wars 

and the Cold War on decolonization, challenges of nation‑building, and ongoing 

struggles for sovereignty and identity.  The theme will be the quest for self‑determination 

by modern Pacific Islanders within a context of increasing global interdependence.   

Requirements: 

To be announced.  

Required Texts: 

 Spitz, Island of Shattered Dreams 

 Stella, Gutsini Posa 

 Banner, Possessing the Pacific: Land, Settlers and Indigenous People from Australia to 

Alaska 
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HIST 485 History of 20th Century Hawaiʻi  

Focus: HAP Rosa, John   

Content: 

This course necessarily starts with the turbulent political events of the late 19th-century – 

namely, the overthrow of Queen Lili‘uokalani and the annexation of the islands to the 

U.S. by a joint resolution of Congress. In covering the territorial period (1898-1959), it 

examines labor immigration, the continued development of a plantation society, and the 

impact of World War II in the islands. The last third of the course examines the statehood 

period (1959-present) when military and federal spending along with the visitor industry 

replaced agriculture as the main sectors of Hawai‘i’s economy. The course also covers 

social and cultural movements in history by examining social protests and the Hawaiian 

Renaissance of the late 20th century. 

Requirements: 

To be announced. 

Required Texts: 

 Aiko Yamashiro and Noelani Goodyear-Kaʻōpua, eds., The Value of Hawai‘i 2: Ancestral 

Roots, Oceanic Visions 

 Isaiah Helekunihi Walker, Waves of Resistance: Surfing and History in Twentieth-Century 

Hawai‘i 

 Tom Coffman, The Island Edge of America: A Political History of Hawaiʻi 

 David A. Chang, The World and All the Things upon It: Native Hawaiian Geographies of 

Exploration 

 

 

HIST 496D Senior Tutorial in History – Asia/Pacific 

Focus: WI Andaya, Leonard  

Content: 

The aim of this course is to assist students in the preparation and writing of a senior thesis 

on a subject dealing with Asia and/or the Pacific.  In the initial meetings there will be an 

emphasis on the mechanics of writing an extended work of history and a review of 

historiographical ideas, particularly those with direct relevance to Asian and Pacific 

history.  The students will then suggest a topic of research for their senior thesis and 

defend their choice in a short presentation to the class for critique.  Each student will then 

organize a seminar to present the findings of their final senior theses.  

Requirements: 

To be announced. 

Required Texts: 

 Marius, Richard, and Page, Melvin E.; Short Guide to Writing about History, A, 9/E 
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HIST 496E Senior Tutorial in History – World/Comparative 

Focus: WI Totani, Yuma  

Content: 

The purpose of this course is for students to produce a scholarly paper based on original 

research using primary-source materials. This course fulfills the senior tutorial 

requirement for history majors, and it can also serve for the non-history majors to meet 

the undergraduate WI focus requirement. The course is recommended to those students 

who plan to explore a research topic that falls within the course instructor’s areas of 

specialization – the history of twentieth-century Japan, World War II in Asia and the 

Pacific, post-WWII Allied war crimes trials in the Asia-Pacific region, and international 

justice in the twentieth and twenty-first centuries – so that students can take advantage of 

content-based research guidance and feedback that the course instructor will be able to 

provide. 

Requirements: 

 Original research paper (8,000 -10,000 words in length)  

 Research proposal (1,500 words in length) 

 Biweekly research progress reports 

Required Texts: 

 N/A 
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GRADUATE COURSES 

 

 

HIST 610 Topics in World History 

 Bertz, Ned  

Content: 

This graduate seminar will analyze key texts and themes in world history and 

historiography. 

Requirements: 

To be announced.  

Required Texts: 

 To be announced. 

 

 

HIST 632C Advanced Readings in American History: Republic to 1877 

 Daniel, Marcus  

Content: 

The history of slavery and capitalism in the Atlantic world have become inextricably 

intertwined over the past few years, producing a series of groundbreaking works on 

slavery in the United States by historians like Walter Johnson, Sven Beckert and Edward 

Baptist. This course locates their work in relationship to Eric Williams classic 

“Capitalism and Slavery,” first published in the mid 1940’s. It then goes on to explore the 

changing relationship between slavery, capitalism, race, politics, and law in the United 

States, placing these issues in dialogue with new work on the role of slavery in the history 

of indigenous people, and within the broader history of the Atlantic world and the black 

Atlantic diaspora. Students are expected to produce several written responses to course 

readings, and write a term paper of approximately 15 pages based on the course material. 

Requirements: 

To be announced.  

Readings Include: 

 Ta-Nehisi Coates, “The Case for Reparations” (2014) 

 Robin Einhorn, American Taxation, American Slavery (2008) 

 Ada Ferrer, Freedom’s Mirror: Cuba and Haiti in the Age of Revolution (2014)  

 Paul Finkelman, Supreme Injustice: Slavery in the Nation’s Highest Court (2018)  

 Zora Neale Hurston, Barracoon: The Story of the Last Slave (2018) 

 Walter Johnson, River of Dark Dreams: Slavery & Empire in the Cotton Kingdom (2017) 

 Martha Jones, Birthright Citizens: A History of Race & Rights in Antebellum America 

(2018)  
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 Tiya Miles, The Dawn of Detroit: A Chronicle of Freedom & Slavery in the City of the 

Straits (2019)  

 Andres Resendez, The Other Slavery: The Uncovered Story of Indian Enslavement in 

America (2017)  

 Seth Rockman, Scraping By: Wage Labor, Slavery & Survival in Early Baltimore (2009) 

 Julius Scott, The Common Wind: Afro-American Currents in the Age of the Haitian 

Revolution (2018)  

 David Waldstreicher, Slavery’s Constitution: From Revolution to Ratification (2010)  

 Eric Williams, Capitalism & Slavery (1944) 

 

 

HIST 634F Research in American History: U.S. Foreign Relations 

Crime, Capitalism, & the State 

 Reiss, Suzanna  

Content: 

This course is a research seminar in the history of US foreign relations with a thematic 

emphasis on the historical, material, and theoretical relationships between crime, 

capitalism, and state formation. We will explore the historical relationship between 

policing and the rise of US-dominated global capitalism within a comparative and 

international framework. The emergence of the modern nation-state was fundamentally 

dependent on the capacity of the state to use “legitimate” coercion as a mechanism of 

social control, and as the basis for consolidating and expanding political power. We will 

study the evolving relationship between the coercive power of the state and the economic 

structures that provided both the justification and material basis for its expansion. We 

will study the historical construction of the “legal” and “illegal”, how designations of 

“criminality” have been shaped by racial, gender, economic, colonial and other 

hierarchies, and how fear of “crime” has framed debates about “national security.” 

  

The structure of the course is methodological and loosely chronological. It is designed to 

expose students to a variety of approaches that they can use in their own research and 

writing while surveying a number of critical moments and theoretical innovations to 

consider the evolving relationship between state formation, criminality, and capitalism. 

The focus of our class discussions will be upon the efforts of historians and historical 

actors (including ourselves) to devise a systemic understanding of crime and penal 

practice in relation to the economic growth and expansion of the United States. 

Requirements: 

To be announced. 

Required Texts: 

 Lytle Hernandez, City of Inmates: Conquest, Rebellion, and the Rise of Human Caging in 

Los Angeles, 1771–1965 
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HIST 656 Topics in Southeast Asia 

 Lanzona, Vina  

Content: 

This seminar takes an innovative approach to the study of colonization and 

decolonization in Southeast Asia. Rather than seeing Southeast Asians as passive subjects 

of colonialism, one of the major themes of this course is to emphasize indigenous 

responses and patterns of resistance to colonial rule. By exploring peasant rebellion, as 

well as the way indigenous peoples understood and appropriated ideas about nationalism 

and political ideologies like communism, we will examine how the societies and peoples 

of Southeast Asia created space within colonial society to develop their own sense of 

nationhood and identity.  

  

By reviewing classic and most recent works that link European colonialism and Southeast 

Asian history, as well as literatures from interdisciplinary fields, we will examine familiar 

topics of colonial history—the nature and consequences of colonial power, the building 

of colonial societies, colonial states and bureaucracies, the social, economic, religious and 

cultural transformations that accompanied colonialism. But we will also focus on several 

themes that have special resonance to understanding the colonial and postcolonial 

realities of Southeast Asia, in particular the discourse of orientalism in Western 

constructions of Southeast Asia and the role of race and gender in legitimizing colonial 

power relations in the region. As we will see, the making of colonial and postcolonial 

Southeast Asia was a result of dynamic interaction between the agents of colonial 

authority and the people over whom they sought to establish colonial power. 

Requirements: 

To be announced. 

Required Texts: 

 Zero textbook-cost course.  

 

 

HIST 665D Seminar in Japanese History: 1868-pres 

 Stalker, Nancy  

Content: 

This seminar focuses on Japan from the late 19th century through the 20th century, 

investigating how Japanese "modernity" (or modernities) have been interpreted by 

historians and other scholars of Japan.  Course readings will be both historiographical and 

thematic, examining how approaches to political, cultural, religious, and imperial 

modernities have evolved over the last several decades. 

Requirements: 

 Participation in in-class and Laulima discussions 
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 Three in-class presentations providing critical analyses of readings 

 Three 6-8 page review articles 

Required Texts: 

 Carol Gluck, Japan's Modern Myths: Ideology in the Late Meiji Period (Princeton, 1985) 

 Other texts to be announced 

 

 

HIST 667B Seminar in Korean History: Reading 

 Kim, Cheehyung Harrison  

Content: 

This seminar engages with Korean history from various themes and methods. 

Historiography of Korea is explored in terms of premodern history, colonial history, 

postwar history, South Korean political economy, North Korean studies, and transnational 

history. Themes of nationalism, capitalism, socialism, and democracy are historically 

contextualized to reveal both local and transnational elements. 

Requirements: 

Weekly response papers and a final review paper. 

Required Texts: 

NOTE: Please wait for communication from Harrison Kim about acquiring books. 

 

Partial list 

 

 Jisoo Kim, The Emotions of Justice: Gender, Status, and Legal Performance in Choson 

Korea (University of Washington Press, 2016) 

 Charles Kim, Youth for Nation: Culture and Protest in Cold War South Korea (University 

of Hawaiʻi Press, 2017) 

 Hyunok Park, The Capitalist Unconscious: From Korean Unification to Transnational 

Korea (Columbia University Press, 2015) 

 Kyungmoon Hwang, Rationalizing Korea: The Rise of the Modern State, 1894-1945 

(University of California Press, 2015) 

 Charles K. Armstrong, The North Korean Revolution, 1945-1950 (Cornell University 

Press, 2004) 

 Balázs Szalontai, Kim Il Sung in the Khrushchev Era: Soviet-DPRK Relations and the 

Roots of North Korean Despotism, 1953-1964 (Stanford University Press, 2006) 

 Hwasook Nam, Building Ships, Building a Nation: Korea's Democratic Unionism Under 

Park Chung Hee (University of Washington Press, 2011) 

 Todd Henry, Assimilating Seoul: Japanese Rule and the Politics of Public Space, 1910-

1945 (University of California Press, 2014) 
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HIST 675C Seminar in Pacific History: Micronesia 

 LaBriola, Monica  

Content: 

This reading seminar covers histories in, of, and about the region known as Micronesia. 

Topics include: historiography; indigenous epistemologies; orality; land; women and 

gender; cross-cultural encounter; religion and missionization; colonialism; World War II; 

militarism and nuclear testing; decolonization and cultural revival; mobility and 

migration; climate change and environmental activism; and “Micronesians” in the 

diaspora. 

Requirements: 

To be announced.  

Required Texts: 

      All are optional: 

 Holly Barker, Bravo for the Marshallese: Regaining Control in a Post-Nuclear, Post-

Colonial World 

 Keith Camacho, Cultures of Commemoration: The Politics of War, Memory, and History 

in the Mariana Islands 

 Vicente Diaz, Repositioning the Missionary: Rewriting the Histories of Colonialism, 

Native Catholicism, and Indigeneity in Guam 

 Suzanne Falgout, et al., Memories of War: Micronesians in the Pacific War 

 Evelyn Flores, et al., Indigenous Literatures from Micronesia 

 Joseph Genz, Breaking the Shell: Voyaging from Nuclear Refugees to People of the Sea 

in the Marshall Islands 

 David Hanlon, Making Micronesia: A Political Biography of Tosiwo Nakayama 

 Francis Hezel, First Taint of Civilization: A History of the Caroline and Marshall Islands 

 Francis Hezel, Strangers in their Own Land: A Century of Colonial Rule in the Caroline 

and Marshall Islands 

 Mark Peattie, Nan'yō: The Rise and Fall of the Japanese in Micronesia, 1885–1945 

 Katerina Teaiwa, Consuming Ocean Island: Stories of People and Phosphate from 

Banaba 

 

 

HIST 677 Seminar in History of Hawaiʻi 

 Rosa, John  

Content: 

Reading seminar with short papers required. Covers Kingdom of Hawaiʻi and 20th-

century Hawaiʻi in alternate years. 

Requirements: 

Book reviews, visit to Bishop Museum, and one longer historiographic essay. 
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Required Texts: 

 Marie Alohalani Brown, Facing the Spears of Change: The Life and Legacy of John 

Papa `Ī`ī (2016) 

 David A. Chang, The World and All the Things upon It: Native Hawaiian Geographies 

of Exploration (2016) 

 Bishop Museum, Restoring Bishop Museum’s Hawaiian Hall: Ho‘i Hou Ka Wena I 

Kaiwi‘ula (2009) 

 Carol A. MacLennan, Sovereign Sugar: Industry and Environment in Hawai‘i (2014)  

 Geoffrey M. White, Memorializing Pearl Harbor: Unfinished Histories and the Work of 

Remembrance (2016) 

 Robert M. Kamins and Robert E. Potter, Malamalama: A History of the University of 

Hawai‘i (1998) 

 Noelani Goodyear-Kaopua, Ikaika Hussey, and Erin Kahunawaika‘ala Wright, A Nation 

Rising: Hawaiian Movements for Life, Land, and Sovereignty (2014)  

 Gary Okihiro, American History Unbound: Asians and Pacific Islanders (2015) 

 Tiffany Lani Ing, Reclaiming Kalākaua: Nineteenth-Century Perspectives on a 

Hawaiian Sovereign (2019) 

 Dean Saranillio, Unsustainable Empire: Alternative Histories of Hawai‘i Statehood 

(2018) 

 Karin Amimoto Ingersoll, Waves of Knowing: A Seascape Epistemology (2016) 

 Hokulani Aikau and Vernadette Vicuña Gonzalez, Detours: A Decolonial Guide to 

Hawai‘i (2019) 

 

 

HIST 678 Hawaiian Historical Research 

 Arista, Noelani  

Content: 

This course is designed to introduce you to the process of Hawaiian Historical research in 

libraries and archives. In this course we will identify, pursue, and engage in the process of 

Hawaiian historical research. Students will develop approaches and methods consonant 

with Hawaiian modes of understanding and interpreting the past as well as the 

contemporary practice of history as a scholarly discipline. Students in consultation with 

the professor will develop strategies for locating primary and secondary sources for their 

projects. Students will familiarize themselves with the steps of processing historical 

documents: transcribing, collation, translation, annotation, editing, and indexing 

materials.  

Requirements: 

To be announced. 

Required Texts: 

 Marie Alohalani Brown, Facing the Spears of Change: The Life and Legacy of John Papa 

`Ī`ī 
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 Noelani Arista, The Kingdom and the Republic: Sovereign Hawaiʻi and the Early United 

States 

 


