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UNDERGRADUATE COURSES 

 

 

HIST 151 World History to 1500 

Foundations: FGA Henriksen, Margot  

Content: 

This course analyzes the historical development of human societies and their cultural 

traditions in all parts of the world, including Africa, the Americas, Asia, Europe, and 

Oceania, up to 1500 C.E. Lectures and readings offer integrated analyses of the political, 

social, economic, and cultural dimensions of human societies, as well as processes of 

cross-cultural interaction and exchange. In small weekly discussion groups, students 

engage in the study of writings, narratives, artifacts, or cultural practices of different 

peoples and societies. Overall, the course provides students with an intellectual foundation 

for responsible citizenship in the complex, interdependent, globalizing world of 

contemporary times. 

Requirements: 

To be announced. 

Required Texts: 

 Jerry Bentley, Herbert Ziegler, Traditions and Encounters: A Global Perspective on the 

Past, Vol. 1 

 N. K. Sandars (trans.), The Epic of Gilgamesh 

 R. K. Narayan, The Ramayana 

 Sophocles, Oedipus the King and Antigone 

 Sheri S. Tepper, The Gate to Women’s Country 

 Connie Willis, Doomsday Book 

 

 

HIST 151 World History to 1500 

Foundations: FGA Jolly, Karen  

Content: 

This course meets the UHM Foundations Global and Multicultural Perspectives 

requirement (FGA) by examining the historical development of human societies in 

various parts of the world, including Africa, the Americas, Asia, Europe, and Oceania up 

to C.E. 1500.  The class includes interactive lectures and discussion sections focused on 

analyzing primary sources of and from the cultures we study.  

 

Our theme for the course is worldviews, examining both the origins and development of 

cultural traditions as well as their spread and encounters with others.  In particular, we 

will read selections in translation from a wide array of primary source literature, first to 

see how various people groups thought about the world, their place in it, and found 



meaning in their own histories; and second to see how people, goods, and ideas move 

around the world, interact with each other, and the changes that occur through these 

encounters. 

 

The course objectives (Student Learning Outcomes) are:  

1)  Learn to think historically and cross-culturally while studying distinct cultural 

identities and their interactions with one another;  

2) Understand how to make the past meaningful by engaging other worldviews with 

historical empathy; and  

3) Develop university-level analytical skills in reading, thinking, and writing.  

Requirements: 

To be announced. 

Required Texts: 

 Jerry H. Bentley, Herbert F. Ziegler, and Heather E. Streets-Salter, Traditions and 

Encounters: A Global Perspective on the Past, Vol. 1, 6th ed.  (McGraw-Hill, 2015). 

 Primary source readings, uploaded to Laulima. 

 

 

HIST 152 World History since 1500 

Foundations: FGB Brown, Shana  

Content: 

This history course introduces students to the key political, social, cultural, and economic 

events that have led to the creation of the modern world and the current state of the globe 

as we know it. With a starting point of roughly 1500 CE, we will center the “history from 

below” of global events. We will consider how human societies have developed as a result 

of increased global interconnectedness, the introduction of new foodstuffs and diseases 

across the globe, industrialization and modern warfare, and new artistic and social 

movements. We will consider the long-term impact of Western colonialism and capitalism 

on the world, including consequences for the global environment, and will discuss the 

emergence of liberalism, grass-roots freedom movements, the resilience of indigenous 

societies, and the rise of (and challenges to) democratic political systems. 

Requirements: 

Two midterm examinations and a final, plus discussion lab work. 

Required Texts: 

 Bentley & Ziegler, Traditions and Encounters: A Brief Global History, Vol. II 

 Primary historical sources (short fiction and film, speeches, recipes, music, newspaper 

articles, and other materials) available for free via course webpage. 

 

 
 



HIST 152 World History since 1500: War and Peace 

Foundations: FGB Hoffenberg, Peter   

Content: 

History 152 introduces modern global, or world history by focusing on the origins, 

experiences, attitudes towards and consequences of war and peace, since around 1450, or 

so. We start by considering the rise of gunpowder and empires during the fifteenth and 

sixteenth centuries and end with coming to terms with the memories of war during our 

own historical period, most notably the memories of the War in Southeast Asia. In 

between, students are encouraged to engage a variety of historical questions, including, 

but not limited to: relations between war and society at large; why wars start and how they 

end; the ways in which warfare and peace shaped relations between East and West, and 

the rise of geo-political regions; how war, nation-building and revolution were inter-

connected and the powerful roles that memory plays in thinking about war and peace. Our 

foundational goal is to see how war and peace were part of world history and how they 

were connected to other important topics, such as politics, daily life, economics, ideas and 

the creation of what we call “the modern world.” That means that we also need to spend 

time defining and discussing what we mean by “war” and “peace,” and how those 

definitions are understood and used in the historical context of globalization since around 

1450, or so. Our primary sources include treaties, poetry, descriptions of battles, and 

notable essays by Montaigne, Thoreau, Freud and others explaining war and resistance to 

war. 

Requirements: 

One open-note final examination, a “Historical Definitions” assignment, periodic open-

note questions and one 3 pp. essay. 

Required Texts: 

 Bentley, Ziegler and Streets-Salter, Traditions and Encounters: A Global Perspective on 

the Past, Vol. 2: From 1500 to Present 

 HIST 152 Course Reader 

 

 

HIST 281 Introduction to American History (to 1865) 

Focus: WI Kraft, James  

Content: 

This course, offered online, is a broad survey of major patterns and trends in American 

history from colonial times to 1865.  It addresses a host of important questions about the 

nation’s past.  It asks, for example, how slavery could have arisen in a place where people 

were dedicated to principles of human liberty and dignity, and how a strong national 

government could have emerged at a time when so many people believed in the 

sovereignty of individual states.  The course also asks questions about working class 

protests, social reform movements, the Civil War, and more. 

Requirements: 



Weekly online discussions; several short papers on assigned readings; 2 examinations. 

Required Texts: 

 Tindall & Shi, America: A Narrative History, Vol. 1 

 The Norton Mix: American History, Historical Documents to 1865 

 

 

HIST 282 Introduction to American History (from 1865) 

 Buchanan, Shirley  

Content: 

This course is an introduction to the history of the United States from the end of the Civil 

War to the present time.  This class will examine the aftermath of the Civil War, how social 

and political identities were formed, and how expansion in the West further solidified 

American government power and nationhood. We will also look at the broad spectrum of 

people who became “Americans” and the policies which promoted democratic rights for 

some, while others were dispossessed. The class will explore how concepts of race, class, 

gender, ethnicity, and indigeneity were defined and contested in U.S. history and we will 

pay close attention to histories which have been previously marginalized. For example, 

how did women from all walks of life shape the nation?  How did industrialization, 

economic development, and immigrant labor change the landscape and fortunes of 

Americans?  How did an American identity develop after the nation had torn itself apart? 

How have subsequent wars worked to both unite and divide the nation? There will be a 

variety of readings and we will focus on why specific events and trends took on larger 

significance over time. Thus, we will discuss the questions and issues that have vexed 

Americans since the mid-nineteenth century and how some of those controversies 

continue to resonate within our society today.  This class will trace the connections which 

bind the history of the nation, even as Americans find themselves deeply divided in the 

21st century.  

Requirements: 

To be announced. 

Required Texts: 

 To be announced. 

 

 

HIST 284 History of the Hawaiian Islands  

 Rosa, John   

Content: 

This course starts with discussions of the complexities of telling a mo‘olelo (story, history) 

of the Hawaiian Islands. After covering the history of human settlement and the 

development of “pre-contact” Native Hawaiian society, it examines interactions with the 

"West” and “East” that have been documented since at least the late 18th century. It then 



provides a survey of the islands’ history from ali‘i chiefdoms to Hawaiian Kingdom to 

American territory and state. 

Requirements: 

To be announced. 

Required Texts: 

 Mullins, Hawaiian Journey (New Edition) 

 Kodama-Nishimoto, Nishimoto, and Oshiro, eds., Talking Hawai‘i’s Story 

 

 

HIST 296 Topics in History: Reacting to the Past 

Focus: WI Schwartz, Saundra  

Content: 

In the 16th and 17th centuries, Renaissance humanists rediscovered ancient Greco-Roman 

texts and artworks, while powerful patrons and inventors spurred increasing trade 

throughout the continent and beyond. This class examines Galileo’s use of the telescope 

to disrupt the orthodoxy of geo-centrism that lay at the heart of Catholic theology. At the 

same time, the Ming Dynasty in China saw itself as the Middle Kingdom supported by 

the tradition of Confucianism, an ideology that embraced the classics of the Zhou dynasty 

two and a half millennia in the past. On the cusp of this new era, students will experience 

disruptions caused by the rediscovery of the past and the invention of new ways of 

understanding the world. 

 

To understand the dynamics of this period through western and eastern perspectives, 

students will engage in two historical simulations from “Reacting to the Past,” an 

innovative series designed around historical turning points 

(http://www.barnard.edu/reacting). Students will work individually and in teams to try to 

influence their colleagues and change history.  

Requirements: 

4 papers of at least four pages. 

Required Texts: 

 Confucius, The Analects 

 Gardner & Carnes, Confucianism and the Succession Crisis of the Wanli Emperor, 1587 

 Pettersen, Purnell, & Carnes, The Trial of Galileo: Aristotelianism, the "New Cosmology" 

and the Catholic Church, 1616-1633 

 

 

HIST 296 Topics in History: Introduction to Japan 

Focus: WI Stalker, Nancy  

Content: 



This interdisciplinary course introduces students to Japanese history, society, and 

culture, beginning with prehistoric times and continuing to the present age.  We will 

follow a chronological format, focusing on how Japanese who lived during different 

historical periods created particular political, social, cultural, and religious systems to 

realize their beliefs and values.  In addition to the main textbook, course materials will 

include literature, historical documents, art, and film.   

Requirements: 

 To be announced. 

Required Texts: 

 Stalker, Japan: History and Culture from Classical to Cool 

 

 

HIST 305 History of Southeast Asia  

 Andaya, Leonard   

Content: 

The course examines the evolution of Southeast Asian communities from early times until 

the introduction of European “high colonialism” in the nineteenth century.  Lectures will 

focus on the gradual formation of Southeast Asian polities as they adapted to the new 

external economic and political forces intruding into the region from both the east and the 

west. 

Requirements: 

 One midterm worth 25% of the final grade 

 One essay worth 25% of the final grade 

 One final worth 50% of the final grade 

Note: Each of the three requirements must have a passing grade to qualify for the 

allotted points. 

Required Texts: 

 Barbara Watson Andaya and Leonard Y. Andaya, History of Early Modern Southeast 

Asia 

 

 

HIST 311 History of China 

 Davis, Edward  

Content: 

History 311 will introduce the student to the history of China from the Neolithic through 

the middle of the Ming Dynasty (c. 1600). The lectures will focus on institutional, cultural, 

and social history. Class time, although predominantly lecture, will be devoted on 

occasion to discussion of the readings. Attendance and participation are therefore 

encouraged and will be taken into account in assigning a final grade.  



 

The readings, lectures, discussions, and exams are all designed to teach the student how 

to understand pre-modern Chinese texts, identify their cultural assumptions, and use them 

to reconstruct interpretative narratives of Chinese history.  History, while ostensibly about 

“what happened”, always involves an interpretive transaction between you and another 

(person, culture, text) and a narrative transaction between the present (your time) and the 

past (another’s time.) 

Requirements: 

To be announced. 

Required Texts: 

 To be announced. 

 

 

HIST 322 History of Japan 

 Stalker, Nancy  

Content: 

This course covers Japanese history from the eighteenth century to the twenty-first 

century.  During this period Japan experienced rapid change, a transformation from a 

feudal, agrarian country into a modern nation-state and economic superpower.  The class 

format will include lectures, discussions, and films.  Lectures and the textbook will 

provide historical context for the additional reading assignments, which include historical 

documents, short stories and fiction, oral histories and other forms of nonfiction that 

address social and cultural experiences.  Films will include both documentaries and 

narrative accounts of historical events. 

Requirements: 

To be announced. 

Required Texts: 

 Gordon, A Modern History of Japan, 4th ed. 

 

 

HIST 330 History of North Korea 

Focus: WI Kim, Cheehyung Harrison  

Content: 

We examine the history of North Korea from its beginning in the postliberation period 

(1945) to the present, as North Korea undergoes monumental changes. One important 

frame is to place North Korea’s history within world history. We begin with the question, 

what is socialism? We then proceed to looking at North Korea’s history through themes 

of “state-formation,” “war-making,” “ideology as state program,” and “culture and art of 

socialism.” Events and issues like the demise of state-socialism in the early 1990s and 



North Korea’s nuclear program are also central to our understanding. Finally, the future 

of North Korea and East Asia is considered in terms of leadership transition, globalization, 

refugees and migrants, and the possibility of unification. 

Requirements: 

Weekly response papers, discussions, assignments, final paper. 

Required Texts: 

  All reading available in digital files through Laulima. 

 

 

HIST 331 Ancient Greece I: 1200 to 47 BCE 

Focus: WI Schwartz, Saundra  

Content: 

This course will focus on the study of Greek civilization from its earliest manifestation 

until the end of the Persian Wars. This was a formative period in political history, as 

independent city-states (poleis) throughout the Aegean, Black, and Mediterranean Seas 

created guidelines for how communities could live—and fight—with each other. We will 

use a variety of literary works, archaeology and art, and other primary sources to 

understand how the Greeks understood themselves, others, and their place in the world.  

Requirements: 

Four essays (3-full pages), historiographical paper (4-8 pages), oral presentation, 

midterm, final.  

Required Readings: 

 Homer, The Iliad 

 Homer, The Odyssey 

 Hesiod, Theogony and Words and Days 

 Strassler, The Landmark Herodotus: The Histories 

 Finley, The World of Odysseus 

 

 

HIST 335 Europe in the Early Middle Ages  

Focus: WI Jolly, Karen  

Content: 

The purpose of this class is to introduce you to the formative years of European societies 

and to develop your historical thinking skills through the study of primary source 

materials. We will examine the diverse elements that combined to make medieval Europe 

distinctive: Graeco-Roman cultures of the Mediterranean; Judeo-Christian traditions of 

the ancient Near East; Celtic, Germanic, and Scandinavian cultures in western Europe; 

Russian, Slavic, and Magyar cultures in eastern Europe; and the influences of Byzantine 

and Islamic civilizations. Class discussion and writing geared around the primary sources 



will develop historical empathy and understanding of the past in context, while the papers 

will enhance information processing and analytical skills.  

 

This class is writing intensive, which means we will use in-class and online writing 

exercises to help you develop your historical thinking, particularly the analysis of primary 

sources as evidence.  We will also workshop the papers, so that you receive peer and 

instructor feedback on your drafts and learn to revise your own work while evaluating 

others.  The four papers “snowball,” increasing in complexity and value as you build your 

analytical writing skills.  The Beowulf project is a creative multimedia presentation based 

on your response to the poem. Because class sessions are interactive workshops, students 

must come prepared to engage with the materials and each other rather than listen to a 

lecture. 

Requirements: 

To be announced. 

Required Texts: 

 Barbara H. Rosenwein, A Short History of the Middle Ages, 5th ed. (University of 

Toronto Press, 2018).  

 Barbara H. Rosenwein, Reading the Middle Ages: Sources from Europe, Byzantium, and 

the Islamic World, 3rd ed. (University of Toronto Press, 2018). 

 Beowulf: An Illustrated Edition, trans. Seamus Heaney with introduction by John D. 

Niles (Norton, 2007). 

 

 

HIST 349 British Empire 

 Hoffenberg, Peter  

Content: 

History 349 traces the origins, growth and working of the modern British Empire, since 

around 1600, or so. We end with consideration of decolonization after 1945. Students are 

invited to study and compare British attitudes and policies – and the responses to those – 

in India, Ireland, Scotland, Egypt, Southern and Western Africa, North American, 

Australia, New Zealand and the Caribbean. What were the continuities and 

discontinuities, similarities and differences across societies, time and regions? Among the 

specific historical topics addressed in our effort to answer that fundamental query are: the 

relationships between economics and imperialism; the roles that war and rebellion played; 

white-settler societies and cultures; relations among social classes and racial groups; 

colonial nationalisms; the domestic impacts of imperialism and the legacies of the Empire 

after the Second World War. 

Requirements: 

 No examinations. 

 Two 3-page essays reviewing primary sources. 

 One in-class open-note, open-book essay discussing A Passage to India.  



 One final 5 pp essay comparing and contrasting George Orwell and Rudyard Kipling.  

Required Texts: 

 E. M. Forster, A Passage to India 

 T. O. Lloyd, The British Empire, 1558-1995 

 J. Samson, The British Empire (Oxford Readers) 

 

 

HIST 356 Survey of African History 

 Njoroge, Njoroge  

Content: 

This course is a general survey of African history from the earliest times to the present. 

Its primary goal is to provide students with a general understanding of the major 

developments of African history as well as providing an historical framework for 

interpreting contemporary African societies and politics. The course will examine broad 

historical processes such as the rise of ancient Egypt and classical indigenous 

civilizations; state formation and empire building; the spread of Islam and Christianity; 

slavery and the Atlantic slave trade; European colonialism and imperialism; nationalism 

and the struggle for independence; and the current state of the African continent. The 

ultimate objective of this course is to introduce students to a general history of Africa and 

place Africa within the broader context of world history.  

Requirements: 

To be announced. 

Required Texts: 

 Shillington, History of Africa 

 Niane, Sundiata, An Epic of Old Mali 

 

 

HIST 389 The Asia-Pacific War 

Focus: WI Totani, Yuma  

Content: 

This course examines key events and strategic decisions by the Empire of Japan and its 

foes during World War II in Asia and the Pacific, and consider how presumptions, 

miscalculations, and misjudgments on the part of each party to the conflict impacted the 

course of war. Throughout the semester, students will explore different phases of war from 

multinational perspectives and especially from those of Japan and the United States. This 

will allow us to pose questions afresh about missed opportunities in diplomacy, successes 

and failures of military plans and operations, and alternative paths that the belligerent 

nations might have taken to avert catastrophic losses of human lives and war devastation. 

Much of the coursework will be devoted to comparing and contrasting the standard 



historical accounts of the war in English, while also juxtaposing them with a small 

selection of primary sources. Some war films also will be screened in class for 

comparative purposes.  

 

This course welcomes history majors with any areas of interest, and also non-history 

majors who wish to take this course in fulfillment of WI-Focus requirements. 

Requirements: 

 Original research paper (6,000-8,000 words in length).  

 Regular participation in class discussion. 

Required Texts: 

 To be announced. 

 

 

HIST 396B Historical Theories and Methods 

Focus: WI Arista, Noelani  

Content: 

This course is an introduction to the history of historical scholarship, and the ways in 

which historians have framed and written history. We will survey a variety of approaches 

to thinking and writing about the past used by historians in the past few decades. This 

class will give you the chance to practice analyzing historical sources, and acquire 

discipline specific forms of writing. This course is structured as a seminar, with brief 

introductory lectures by the instructor, followed by class discussions. 

 

The courses emphasizes different approaches to the writing of history, but also 

investigates questions of scale: trans-national, national, regional, and micro. What are the 

advantages and disadvantages of each, and what kinds of sources are more suited to a 

particular frame? 

 

I will also highlight methodological developments in Hawaiian and Native American 

history has and the potential to transform work on encounter, colonization, law, and 

empire. 

Requirements: 

To be announced. 

Required Texts: 

 Ta Nehisi Coates, Between the World and Me 

 Ada Ferrer, Freedom’s Mirror 

 Jill Lepore, In the Name of War 

 Coll Thrush, Indigenous London 

 

 



HIST 396B Historical Theories and Methods 

Focus: WI Lauzon, Matthew  

Content: 

HIST 396B is an introduction to the study of history as historiography (the history of 

historical writing), historical theories (philosophy of history), and practical methods (how 

recent historians approach their subject).  It is designed to introduce students to a wide 

variety of both ideas about history and historians’ approaches.  It will also give students 

practice in the analysis of historical sources and researching and writing historical papers.  

There will be a combination of lecturing by the instructor and class discussion and 

independent work by each student. 

Requirements: 

To be announced. 

Required Texts: 

 Readings will be provided by the instructor. 

 

 

HIST 401 History of the Indian Ocean World 

Focus: WI Bertz, Ned  

Content: 

This course will revolve around the idea that the Indian Ocean world, through interactions 

and imagination, constitutes a coherent unit of historical analysis.  The class will employ 

a world historical approach from the vantage point of water and coasts in order to 

destabilize traditional land-centric and nation-state approaches to understanding the 

human past.  Through their interactions, different groups of people facilitated the 

circulation of goods and ideas around the maritime region, giving rise to shared cultures 

recognizable throughout the Indian Ocean world.  We will examine the area through the 

sweep of global history, sailing across time in a thematic fashion, with a focus on the 

western Indian Ocean and how contacts between places like India, Arabia, and eastern 

Africa have shaped the lives of people who resided near the sea and whose existence was 

affected by the rhythms of the monsoon.  Topics to be covered include the role of religion, 

and especially Islam, in connecting the region; the collision between indigenous ways of 

life and the intrusion of European imperialism; the lives of individual actors such as 

pirates, slaves, sailors, and merchants; port towns as centers of cosmopolitan contact; the 

scattering of Indian, Arab, and African diasporas around the oceanic rim; literature, film, 

and other aspects of Indian Ocean world cultures; nationalism, race, and identity; 

sexuality, gender, and love; and, finally, nation-states and globalization in the future of 

the Indian Ocean world. 

Requirements: 

To be announced in class. 

Required Texts: 



 Pearson, The Indian Ocean 

 Ghosh, In an Antique Land 

 Vassanji, The In-Between World of Vikram Lall 

 

 

HIST 411 Local History of Late Imperial China 

Focus: WI Wang, Wensheng  

Content: 

This upper division course provides a broad survey of Chinese local history over the long 

period from the Tang-Song transition (ca. 800) to the collapse of Qing rule (1911). The 

focus will be on the late imperial period (1550-1911)—from mid-Ming to the end of Qing 

dynasties. Major topics include family and lineage structure, gender roles, patterns of 

work and leisure, religious activities and their meanings, class relations, changes in basic 

demographic patterns (birth and death rates, migration, marriage patterns, etc.), patterns 

of violence, protest movements, and relations among different ethnic groups. Students 

will focus on the bottom-up studies of local society and gain some basic understanding of 

this dominant approach to Chinese history. 

Requirements: 

To be announced. 

Required Texts: 

 Brook, The Confusions of Pleasure: Commerce and Culture in Ming China 

 Mann, Precious Records: Women in China’s Long Eighteenth Century 

 Kuhn, Soulstealers: the Chinese Sorcery Scare of 1768 

 

 

HIST 422 Tokugawa Japan  

 McNally, Mark  

Content: 

This course covers Japanese history from the middle of the 16th century to 1868. The 

emphasis will be on the Edo or Tokugawa period (1603-1867). This course will cover all 

major facets of Japan’s history for this period, with an emphasis on cultural, economic, 

social, political, and intellectual aspects of change.  

Requirements: 

All readings; 29 Daily Responses; 16 Weekly Reflections; a midterm exam; a final 

exam. 

Required Texts: 

 Ikegami, Bonds of Civility 

 McNally, Proving the Way 

 Totman, Early Modern Japan 



 Tsunoda, et al., Sources of Japanese Tradition, vol. 2 

   NOTE: Course readings will be available through Laulima – no books for purchase. 

 

 

HIST 452E History & Film: World/Comp 

Focus: WI, OC Kim, Cheehyung Harrison  

Content: 

The spectacle of modernization has a painful underbelly. We examine the complex history 

of modernization through the medium of cinema—how the contradictions of modernity 

have been depicted in films. This semester, the region of focus is Asia. By Asia, we mean 

in particular East Asia, South Asia, and Southeast Asia—the countries of India, Vietnam, 

Thailand, the Philippines, China, Taiwan, Japan, South Korea, and North Korea. The time 

period is wide, from the post WWII era to the contemporary moment, when Asia 

experienced reconstruction, independence, civil wars, revolutions, rapid urbanization, and 

disenchantment. Modernization was both ideology and practice, a way toward 

“civilization” that was paved with industrial exploitation, inequality, displacement, and 

environmental destruction. Modernization has brought comfort, wealth, and technology, 

but it has also brought misery, suffering, and disillusionment. This course considers the 

multiple, contradictory sides of modernity through film. 

Requirements: 

To be announced. 

Required Texts: 

 All texts in electronic files provided by the instructor. 

 

 

HIST 458 The American Revolution 

 Daniel, Marcus  

Content: 

This course explores the origins, development and consequences of the American 

Revolution. By the middle of the eighteenth century, a complex, polyglot, creole society 

had emerged along the eastern seaboard of colonial British North America. In the thriving 

port cities of Boston, New York, Philadelphia and Charleston, wealthy merchants and 

artisans worked in a vigorous and highly commercialized urban economy with 

increasingly sharp divisions of wealth and status. In the rural north and mid-Atlantic, 

small commercial farmers produced for a rapidly expanding home market, while in the 

South planters used slave labor to produce commercial crops for a dynamic overseas 

market. All sectors of the economy were closely tied to the rhythms and cycles of the 

broader Atlantic economy, the slave trade and the plantation complex of the Caribbean 

and the South. In each region, capitalist economic transformation precipitated serious 

social and political tensions, and by the 1760’s a serious confrontation with British 

imperial power. The inability of the British imperial state to resolve this growing conflict 



paved the way for colonial political revolution and, eventually, political independence. 

The creation of a new North American nation: the United States of America, transformed 

a loosely governed, heterogeneous and ramshackle imperial order into an economically 

dynamic, expansionist and racially exclusive nation state with profound consequences for 

white settlers, black slaves and the indigenous inhabitants whom they displaced. Over the 

course of this semester we will explore the complex currents of change that shaped and 

reshaped American society during the eighteenth century, paying close attention to the 

relationship between slavery, empire, expansion and citizenship in both the American 

Revolution and the new American Republic. 

Requirements: 

To be announced. 

Required Texts: 

 To be announced. 

 

 

HIST 460 Native American History 

 Arista, Noelani  

Content: 

Lecture/discussion on the history of North American Indians from the seventeenth century 

to the present. 

Requirements: 

To be announced. 

Required Texts: 

 To be announced. 

 

 

HIST 467 American Television History 

 Henriksen, Margot  

Content: 

American Television History is a lecture and discussion course designed to familiarize 

students with the history and culture of American television, as well as with the general 

history of the United States after World War II. Issues to be addressed include: television’s 

absorption into American life; television’s shaping of American culture from its inception 

in the 1940s to the present; the content, character, and meaning of television 

programming, from situation comedies and dramas to documentaries, news broadcasts, 

and talk shows; television’s impact on American political culture and on war in Vietnam 

and the Persian Gulf; television’s showcasing of the gender and ethnic divisions in 

America; and the meaning of postmodernism and individual, democratic identity in the 

contemporary era of network and cable channel proliferation and in a time of ubiquitous 



reality television program. 

Requirements: 

Students are expected to complete extensive reading assignments as well as view and 

analyze several examples of significant television programs (e.g., I Love Lucy, The 

Addams Family, The X-Files, and The Simpsons). Written course requirements include 

four book assignments, in-class quizzes on the visual assignments, and one 

comprehensive final examination. 

Required Texts: 

 Paul A. Cantor, Gilligan Unbound: Pop Culture in the Age of Globalization 

 Thomas Doherty, Cold War, Cool Medium: Television, McCarthyism, and American 

Culture 

 Mathews, Kennedy and Nixon: The Rivalry that Shaped Postwar America 

 Levine, Wallowing in Sex: The New Sexual Culture of 1970s American Television 

 Jonathan Gray, Jeffrey Jones, and Ethan Thomspon, Satire TV: Politics and Comedy in 

the Post-Network Era 

 

 

HIST 469 The Cold War 

Focus: WI Reiss, Suzanna  

Content: 

The Cold War animated global struggles involving politics, economics and culture across 

the second half of the twentieth century. In the aftermath of World War II, the United 

States and the Soviet Union squared off with competing economic ideologies and 

ambitions to extend their spheres of political influence. They did so in the midst of 

worldwide revolutionary challenges to imperialism, racism, and economic and political 

inequality. This course examines the history of cold war diplomatic confrontation between 

the US and the USSR, within the broader international context of a series of hot wars, 

nuclear tests, covert operations, economic development policies, cultural confrontations 

and struggles for political power in places as diverse as the Pacific islands, Germany, 

Guatemala, Cuba, Korea, Angola, France, Vietnam, Afghanistan, and Chile. We will 

consider how a “bipolar” confrontation unfolded in the context of an increasingly militant 

“Third World,” where nationalist decolonization movements challenged older models of 

North-South relations. Finally, the course examines how these global confrontations 

shaped and were shaped by cultural ideas, social movements, and political initiatives 

embedded in peoples’ lives at the local level. 

Requirements: 

To be announced. 

Required Texts: 

 To be announced. 

 



 

HIST 473/AMST 432 Slavery & Freedom 

 Colwill, Elizabeth  

Content: 

For more information, please contact the American Studies Program 

(amstgrad@hawaii.edu). 

 

 

HIST 474 The American West  

Focus: E Kraft, James   

Content: 

This course explores the historical development of the American West from its earliest 

societies to modern times. Although the course covers a wide range of topics and themes, 

it often focuses on the rise of new industries and the experiences of working people in 

those areas of enterprise. Students play an active role in the course by working in small 

groups to discuss assignments, especially the assigned documents and essays. 

Requirements: 

 To be announced. 

Required Texts: 

 Etulain, Beyond the Missouri 

 Milner, Butler, and Lewis, Major Problems in the History of the American West 

 

 

HIST 481 Pacific Islands I  

 LaBriola, Monica  

Content: 

This course surveys Pacific pasts, from the first arrival of people into the region through 

the start of the colonial period. We will emphasize the themes of historiography, culture 

contact, cross-cultural history, and the contemporary resurgence of indigenous Pacific 

Islander historical methods. We will consider the strong link between past and present in 

any historical consciousness, and history’s definitions, purposes, presentations, and 

methods of inquiry in different cultural settings. Along the way, we will ask: What is 

history in the Pacific Islands? How might it differ from the kind of history practiced in the 

West? Should we use the word “histories” rather than “history” to reflect the variety of 

forms, variations, and perspectives within the Pacific Islands? Should we think of history 

as something spoken, danced, chanted or carved as well as a text written and read? One 

of the problems confronting the student of Pacific Islands histories is that outsiders have 

created much of the available written record about the region, and we will examine the 



accuracy of outside scholars. Along the way, we will investigate representations of the 

Pacific Islands by outsiders and the lasting legacies of the books, films, paintings, and 

other works of art that attempt to depict life in the Pacific.  

 

Student Learning Outcomes:  

1. Explain historical change and continuity in the Pacific Islands region 

2. Write clear expository prose and orally present ideas according to disciplinary 

conventions 

3. Identify, interpret and evaluate primary sources and other relevant information 

4. Identify the main historiographical issues in Pacific Islands history    

Requirements: 

To be announced. 

Required Texts: 

 Howe, The Quest for Origins: Who First Discovered and Settled the Pacific Islands? 

 

 

HIST 483 United States in the Pacific  

Focus: WI Rosa, John     

Content: 

This course goes beyond traditional approaches of looking at U.S. expansionism and 

foreign policy in order to examine the ways that people in the Pacific have responded to 

changing political, economic, and social environments. Given the size of the Pacific, the 

course focuses mainly on the island experiences of Hawai‘i, Guam and the Marianas 

Islands, and interactions with the Pacific Rim locales of the Philippines, Japan, Okinawa, 

and Korea. The course highlights the experiences of indigenous and immigrant peoples in 

Oceania as a “sea of islands” (as Epeli Hau‘ofa would put it) in their own right, not 

diminished by dominant narratives coming from continental places. 

Requirements: 

 To be announced. 

Required Texts: 

 Rauzon, Isles of Amnesia: The History, Geography, and Restoration of America's 

Forgotten Pacific Islands 

 Winchester, Pacific: Silicon Chips and Surfboards, Coral Reefs and Atom Bombs, Brutal 

Dictators, Fading Empires, and the Coming Collision of the World's Superpowers 

 Shigematsu & Camacho (eds.), Militarized Currents: Toward a Decolonized Future in 

Asia and the Pacific 

 

 
 



HIST 496B Senior Tutorial in History – U.S. 

Focus: WI Reiss, Suzanna  

Content: 

Analysis of sources and evaluation of methods of historical writing. Research in U.S. 

history resulting in senior thesis of at least 25 pages based on primary and secondary 

sources. 

Requirements: 

To be announced. 

Required Texts: 

 To be announced. 

 

 

HIST 496E Senior Tutorial in History – Comp/World 

Focus: WI Bertz, Ned  

Content: 

This course will assist history majors to write a substantial senior thesis based on original 

research into a topic of World and/or Comparative history, set in any geographical 

region(s).  To accomplish this exciting and formidable task, students will participate in 

individual and collaborative efforts to improve their ability to conduct primary research, 

analyze historical evidence, and organize and write a serious scholarly essay.  In 

completing their senior thesis, students will be expected to deploy their knowledge and 

skills gained from their previous courses in the major: a mastery of philosophies of history 

and the related theories and methods used to interpret historical sources.  The final thesis 

of 25-35 pages will be written in stages over the course of the semester, with regular 

assignments and deadlines creating a common framework for class participants.  At the 

same time, students are encouraged to consider a historical topic that most interests them 

in the process of creating a thesis that will proudly serve as the culmination of their 

undergraduate degree in History. 

Requirements: 

To be announced. 

Required Texts: 

 Storey, Writing History: A Guide for Students 

 

  



GRADUATE COURSES 

 

 

HIST 602 Seminar in Historiography 

 Davis, Ned  

Content: 

History 602 (Historiography) will introduce the graduate student to trends in post World 

War II historiography, including the influence of the social sciences and literary 

criticism, of critical and cultural theory, of notions of power and discourse, of 

modernism, postmodernism, and globalization, of world history. Throughout, the nature 

of historical sources and historical interpretation, the relation between theory and 

practice, will be emphasized. Students will be asked to present one or more of the 

required readings for discussion, to fully participate in class discussions, and to write a 

final 10-20 page paper on a book – by an historian of their choice and in the field of 

their choice – that touches on the themes of this course.  

Requirements: 

To be announced. 

Required Texts: 

 To be announced. 

 

 

HIST 608/SUST 610 Seminar on Water in History 

 Andaya, Leonard  

Content: 

Water is an element that is often taken for granted because of its omnipresence and 

multiple functions that have always been so much a part of daily life.  For this reason, 

we tend to forget that our belief systems, literature, and socio-economic ideas have 

evolved through our interaction with water in its salt, fresh, and brackish forms.  This 

course will range widely in different areas to help elucidate the dynamic interactions of 

water and the human community in history. 

Requirements: 

To be announced. 

Required Texts: 

There are no required texts.  Some of the readings are in the two series of A History of 

Water, which will be placed on hard copy at Sinclair Library.  Some will be in digital 

format and can be accessed through Voyager, under Reserves for HIST 608.  Others are 

accessible by internet. 

 

 



HIST 609 Seminar in World History 

 López Lázaro, Fabio  

Content: 

A historiographical introduction to transnational, world/global, and comparative history. 

Requirements: 

To be announced. 

Required Texts: 

 James Belich, John Darwin, Margret Frenz, and Chris Wickham, eds., The Prospect of 

Global History 

 

 

HIST 611E Advanced Readings in European History: Modern 

 Matteson, Kieko  

Content: 

This course explores the history and historiography of modern Europe from the eighteenth 

century to the present. Drawing on canonical works and recent scholarship, the course 

offers an in-depth look at the diverse themes and modes of analysis that have shaped the 

field, from statemaking, war, and social and political conflict, to technology, gender, 

consumerism, urbanization, and ecological change. 

Requirements: 

Weekly reading responses, class participation, and annotated bibliography on topic of 

choice. 

Texts: 

NOTE: Please wait for communication from the instructor about acquiring books.  

 

All or in part; other texts TBA: Emma Spary, Utopia’s Garden: French Natural History 

from Old Regime to Revolution; Steven Shapin, A Social History of Truth; Marc 

Bloch, The Historians Craft; David Blackbourn, The Conquest of Nature: Water, 

Landscape, and the Making of Modern Germany; Vesna Drapac and Gareth Pritchard, 

Resistance and Collaboration in Hitler’s Empire; Andy Bruno, The Nature of Soviet 

Power; Geoffrey Parker, Global Crisis: War, Climate Change and Catastrophe in the 

Seventeenth Century; Corey Ross, Ecology and Power in the Age of Empire: Europe 

and the Transformation of the Tropical World, Karen Offen, Debating the Woman 

Question in the French Third Republic, 1870–1920; Jörn Leonhard, Pandora’s Box: A 

History of the First World War. 

 

 
 
 
 



HIST 613 Introduction to Cultural Studies  

 Njoroge, Njoroge   

Content: 

This course provides an introduction to some of the main currents in cultural studies, 

emphasizing the history and theoretical foundations of the field. Beginning with “Marx’s 

Marxism” we will examine the ways in which Marxism and critical theory have been 

central to developments in cultural studies. We will investigate different methodologies 

from a variety of disciplines—history, political economy, sociology, anthropology—to 

examine the production of meaning and the practice of everyday life. 

Requirements: 

To be announced. 

Required Texts: 

 Debord, Society of the Spectacle 

 Roediger, Class, Race and Marxism 

 Marx, German Ideology 

 Marx, The 18th Brumaire of Louis Bonaparte 

 Robinson, Black Marxism: The Making of the Black Radical Tradition 

 Scott, The Common Wind 

 Minh-Ha, Woman, Native, Other 

 Polanyi, The Great Transformation 

 Eagleton, Why Marx Was Right 

 Escobar, Encountering Development 

 Mies, Patriarchy and Accumulation On a World Scale 

 Hall, Cultural Studies 1983 

 Brown, Reaper’s Garden 

 

 

HIST 661C Seminar in Chinese History: Middle 

 Wang, Wensheng  

Content: 

This course is an introductory graduate seminar on the history of middle and late 

imperial China, with a primary focus on the Ming-Qing dynasties. Its general goal is to 

examine what makes pre-modern Chinese history interesting through a survey of 

significant monographs and essays. The course is organized around a number of inter-

related themes: (1) state-society relationship; (2) women, gender and family; (3) popular 

religion; (4) political economy and socioeconomic change; (5) regional migration and 

frontier experience; (6) social protest and peasant movements; (7) imperial politics, 

statecraft and political culture; (8) Confucian scholarship and intellectual change; (9) 

minority rule and ethnic identity; (10) population growth and environmental change; 

(11) regional and global contexts of late imperial Chinese history. 



Requirements: 

To be announced. 

Required Texts: 

 Brook, Confusions of Pleasure: Commerce and Culture in Ming China 

 Huang, 1587, A Year of No Significance 

 Elliott, The Manchu Way: The Eight Banners and Ethnic Identity in Late Imperial China 

 Ko, Teachers of the Inner Chambers: Women and Culture in Seventeenth-century China 

 Mann, Precious Records: Women in China's Long Eighteenth Century 

 Kuhn, Soulstealers: the Chinese sorcery scare of 1768 

 Andrade, How Taiwan Became Chinese: Dutch, Spanish, and Han Colonization in the 

Seventeenth Century 

 Wong, China Transformed: Historical Change and the Limits of European Experience 

 Pomeranz, The Great Divergence: China, Europe, and the Making of the Modern World 

Economy 

 Pomeranz, The Making of A Hinterland 

 Wang, White Lotus Rebels and South China Pirates: Crisis and Reform in the Qing 

Empire 

 

 

HIST 665B Seminar in Traditional Japan to 1600 

 McNally, Mark  

Content: 

This course will focus on premodern Japanese history, especially the pre-1600 era. The 

readings will cover the prehistoric Jōmon and Yayoi periods, the ancient periods of Nara 

and Heian, and the medieval eras of Kamakura and Muromachi. There will also be 

readings focused on premodern Ryūkyūan history as well. The course will cover all major 

aspects of the premodern era, with a special emphasis on political, cultural, and economic 

history, as well as on the history of foreign relations. 

Requirements: 

Completion of all readings, attendance, and one 20-page research essay due at the end of 

the semester, on a topic of the student’s choice (and relevant to the course). 

Required Texts: 

 Akamine, The Ryukyu Kingdom 

 Batten, To the Ends of Japan 

 Friday, Hired Swords 

 Gay, The Moneylenders of Late Medieval Kyoto 

 Goble, Confluences of Medicine in Medieval Japan 

 Hudson, Ruins of Identity 

 Mass, The Origins of Japan’s Medieval World 



 Mass, Yoritomo and the Founding of the First Bakufu 

 Smits, Maritime Ryukyu 

 Souyri, The World Turned Upside Down 

 

 

HIST 670 Topics on the Asia-Pacific War 

 Totani, Yuma  

Content: 

Senshi sōsho (“The war history series”) is a 102-volume history of World War II in Asia 

and the Pacific as told from the Japanese perspective, published by the Japanese Defense 

Agency between 1966 and 1980. This series is of great interest to historians because not 

only does it offer the most authoritative account of Japanese grand strategy, war planning, 

and military operations but also because it delves deeply into problems of political 

leadership and of military command and control. The compilers of Senshi sōsho generally 

regard that the primary cause of Japan’s plunge into the self-destructive war in 1931-1945 

was the catastrophic failure of leadership. They have duly spent a significant portion of 

more than 50,000 printed pages in Senshi sōsho on documenting what went wrong. How 

much of this story, though, as told in the Japanese official war history, is known to the 

English-language historical literature on World War II? How do standard war history 

books look like in the former Allied countries, such Australia, China, Great Britain, India, 

the Netherlands, the Soviet Union, and the United States? In this course, students will 

explore the history of war from multinational perspectives to the extent that the available 

English-language publications allow us to do so, and produce an original research paper 

using primary sources, including those sources written in languages other than English. 

Requirements: 

 Original research paper (10,000-12,000 words in length).  

 Regular participation in class discussion. 

Required Texts: 

 To be announced. 

 


