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UNDERGRADUATE COURSES 
 

 

HIST 151 World History to 1500  

Foundations: FGA Chappell, David   

Content: 

This introductory survey traces the development of early human societies around the 

world, from ancient times to 1500 CE.  The emphasis is on (a) distinctive histories and 

cultural traditions that have shaped major world regions, and on (b) increasing cross-

cultural encounters that spread migrants, religions, technology, commerce, and epidemics 

among regions. [Note: the CRN for the course is your lab, a small weekly discussion class 

with a Teaching Assistant.] 

Requirements: 

Two midterm examinations and a final, plus discussion lab work. 

Required Texts: 

 Bentley, Ziegler and Streets-Salter, Traditions and Encounters: A Brief Global History, 

Vol. I: 4th ed. 

 Narayan, R.K., The Ramayana: A Shortened Modern Prose Version of the India Epic 

 Gulik, Robert Van, Celebrated Cases of Judge Dee 

 Sundiata, D. T. Niane, An Epic of Old Mali 

 Sandars, N. K. (trans.), The Epic of Gilgamesh 

 

HIST 151 World History to 1500  

Foundations: FGA Kelley, Liam    

Content: 

This course analyzes the historical development of human societies and their cultural 

traditions in all parts of the world, including Africa, the Americas, Asia, Europe, and 

Oceania, up to 1500 C.E. Lectures and readings offer integrated analyses of the political, 

social, economic, and cultural dimensions of human societies, as well as processes of 

cross-cultural interaction and exchange. In small weekly discussion groups, students 

engage in the study of writings, narratives, artifacts, or cultural practices of different 

peoples and societies. Overall, the course provides students with an intellectual 

foundation for responsible citizenship in the complex, interdependent, globalizing world 

of contemporary times. 

Requirements: 

To be announced (varies dependent on section). 

Required Texts: 

 Jerry H. Bentley, Herbert F. Ziegler, and Heather E. Streets-Salter, Traditions and 
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Encounters: A Global Perspective on the Past, Vol. 1, 6th ed.  [Optional] 

 R. K. Narayan, The Ramayana 

 N. K. Sandars, The Epic of Gilgamesh 

 Robert Van Guilk, Celebrated Cases of Judge Dee 

 

HIST 151 World History to 1500 (with Reacting to the Past) 

Foundations: FGA Schwartz, Saundra   

Content: 

This innovative course examines the historical development of the pre-modern world 

through three immersive role-playing games from “Reacting to the Past” set in pre-

 modern Jerusalem, Rome, and China. Students will engage in the study of 

documents, narratives, artifacts, and cultural practices by taking on identities as priests 

and prophets in the court of King Josiah, Roman senators in a trial for treason, and 

Confucian ministers to the Ming Emperor. 

Requirements: 

Three quizzes, short speeches and papers, final. 

Required Texts: 

 The Jewish Publication Society, Tanakh: The Holy Scriptures 

 Stewart and Porter, The Josianic Reform: Deuteronomy, Prophecy, and Israelite Religion 

 Cicero, The Republic and the Laws (trans. Rudd) 

 Mulligan, The Crisis of Catiline: Rome, 63 BC 

 Confucius, The Analects (trans. Lau) 

 Carnes and Gardner, Confucianism and the Succession Crisis of the Wanli Emperior 

 Huang, 1587: A Year of No Significance 

 

HIST 152 World History since 1500 

Foundations: FGB Henriksen, Margot   

Content: 

This course analyzes the processes and results of encounters between human societies and 

their cultural traditions in all parts of the world, including Africa, the Americas, Asia, 

Europe, and Oceania, from 1500 C.E. to the present.  Lectures and readings analyze the 

establishment of economic and tradition relationships, the imposition of colonial regimes, 

struggles for hegemony between people of different societies, and the massive process of 

decolonization in the twentieth century, as well as the enduring influence of various 

cultural traditions throughout these global encounters.  In small weekly discussion 

groups, students engage in the study of writings, narratives, artifacts, or cultural practices 

of different peoples and societies.  Overall, the course provides students with an 

intellectual foundation for responsible citizenship in the complex, interdependent, 

globalizing world of contemporary times. 
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Requirements: 

To be announced. 

Required Texts: 

 Bentley & Ziegler, Traditions and Encounters: A Global Perspective on the Past, Vol. 2 

 Jicai, The Three-Inch Golden Lotus 

 Achebe, Things Fall Apart 

 Remarque, All Quiet on the Western Front 

 Spiegelman, Maus: A Survivor’s Tale (Volumes 1 and 2) 

 Hosseini, A Thousand Splendid Suns 

 

HIST 155 Issues in World History  

 Wang, Wensheng   

Content: 

This is an introductory course which deals with basic patterns of historical change across 

the pre-modern world (with a focus on the period between 1200 and 1650 AD). It takes a 

close look at three broad themes: first, the transformations of human society to settled 

agricultural cultures and then to complex societies that relied on writing and 

bureaucracies to govern; second, the cross-cultural exchange of goods, ideas, and people 

(the formation of Silk Road, the rise of Christianity and Islam, the Mongol Empire, and 

the spread of the Black Death); third, the contact between native populations and 

Europeans (in Latin and North America and Southeast Asia) as well as the African slave 

trade. Students will not only learn patterns of social, political, cultural, economic, and 

ecological changes across the world before 1650, they will also study how these changes 

shaped the lives of ordinary men and women. 

Requirements: 

To be announced. 

Required Texts: 

 Bentley, Old World Encounters: Cross-Cultural Contacts and Exchanges in Pre-Modern 

Times 

 Diamond, Guns, Germs, and Steel: The Fates of Human Societies 

 Saunders, The History of the Mongol Conquests 

 

HIST 156 World History of Human Disease  

Foundations: FGC Romaniello, Matthew   

Content: 

This course focuses on the role of disease in world history. We will begin with a famous 

case of the modern conflict between Western and non-Western medicine in order to better 
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understand how different societies’ understanding of illness can provide insights into the 

complexity of global interactions.  We will then trace the relationship between viruses, 

parasites, and bacteria and the human host from the Plague of Athens around 500 BCE 

until the modern day. Besides examining the role played by disease during the Black 

Death and conquest of the New World, this course also looks at the nineteenth-century 

debate over the germ theory and the contemporary threat of bioterrorism. 

Requirements: 

A take-home midterm and final; two response papers to the course readings; regular 

participation in weekly discussions. 

Required Texts: 

 J. N. Hays, The Burdens of Disease: Epidemics and Human Response in History 

 Shigehisa Kuriyama, The Expressiveness of the Body and the Divergence of Greek and 

Chinese Medicine 

 Kerri A. Inglis, Maʻi Lepera: Disease and Displacement in Nineteenth Century Hawaiʻi 

 

HIST 161A World Cultures in Perspective  

Foundations: FGA  Jolly, Karen   

Content & Requirements: 

HIST 161A is an honors seminar that meets the UHM Foundations Global and 

Multicultural Perspectives requirement (FGA).  We will be examining the historical 

development of human societies in various parts of the world, including Africa, the 

Americas, Asia, Europe, and Oceania up to C.E. 1500.   

 

Our theme for the course is worldviews, examining both the origins and development of 

cultural traditions as well as their spread and encounters with others.  In particular, we 

will read selections in translation from a wide array of primary source literature, first to 

see how various people groups thought about the world, their place in it, and found 

meaning in their own histories; and second to see how people, goods, and ideas move 

around the world, interact with each other, and the changes that occur through these 

encounters. 

 

The course objectives (Student Learning Outcomes) are:   

1)  Learn to think historically and cross-culturally while studying distinct cultural 

identities and their interactions with one another;  

2) Understand how to make the past meaningful by engaging other worldviews with 

historical empathy; and  

3) Develop university-level analytical skills in reading, thinking, and writing. 

 

Class sessions are run seminar style:  students are expected to complete the reading 

before class and come prepared to discuss the primary source selections assigned for each 

chapter.  Grading is based on essay exams, thought papers, and oral participation in class. 
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Required Texts: 

 Jerry H. Bentley, Herbert F. Ziegler, and Heather E. Streets-Salter, Traditions and 

Encounters: A Global Perspective on the Past, Vol. 1, 6th ed.  (McGraw-Hill, 2015).   

 Primary source readings, uploaded to Laulima. 

 

HIST 162A World Cultures in Perspective  

Foundations: FGB  Njoroge, Njoroge   

Content: 

This course surveys world history from 1500 to the present. Increasingly we are told that 

we live in a global world, however, “globalization” is not a new phenomenon. This course 

will examine the roots of globalization and the large-scale social and political processes 

that have shaped the modern world. The focus of the course will be to trace the 

emergence of the interdependence between world regions and global interactions across 

time and space, interrogating the social, cultural, political, demographic and ecological 

implications of this history. The course will move thematically through issues of conquest 

and colonization, slavery and the birth of capitalism, European expansion and the rise of 

the nation state, racism and colonialism, imperialism and the modern world system. 

Paying close attention to the changing dynamics of ethnicity, gender, class and culture we 

will examine revolution (social, political, and scientific), resistance, traditions and 

encounters to develop an historical understanding of the making of the modern world. 

Requirements: 

To be announced. 

Required Texts: 

 To be announced. 

 

HIST 232 Modern European Civilization 1800- 

 Matt Cavert   

Content: 

Continuation of HIST 231. Major political, social, economic, and cultural trends from 

Napoleon to the present. 

Requirements: 

To be announced. 

Required Texts: 

 To be announced. 
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HIST 281 Introduction to American History (to 1865) 

WI Focus   Kraft, James  

Content: 

This course, offered online, is a broad survey of major patterns and trends in American 

history from colonial times to 1865.  It addresses a host of important questions about the 

nation’s past.  It asks, for example, how slavery could have arisen in a place where people 

were dedicated to principles of human liberty and dignity, and how a strong national 

government could have emerged at a time when so many people believed in the 

sovereignty of individual states.  The course also asks questions about working class 

protests, social reform movements, the Civil War, and more. 

Requirements: 

Weekly online discussions; several short papers on assigned readings; 2 examinations. 

Required Texts: 

 Wilson, Forging the American Character: Readings in the United States History of 1877, 

Vol. 1 

 Tindall & Shi, America: A Narrative History, Vol. 1 

 The Norton Mix: American History, Historical Documents to 1865 

 

HIST 282 Introduction to American History (1865 to present)   

 Daniel, Marcus   

Content: 

This course is an introduction to the history of the United States from the Civil War to the 

present. In just over a century a nation of small towns and agricultural producers, whose 

men and women aspired to a life of independent labor on the land, became and industrial 

super-power, sustained by a society of white and blue collar wage-earners whose 

agricultural skills had atrophied to lawn-mowing. During the same period, a political and 

social order that was controlled and governed by white men became a multi-racial 

democracy acknowledging in principle, though not necessarily redeeming in practice, the 

democratic rights of all citizens, regardless of race and gender. These changes were 

profound, and they were neither smooth nor uncontested. Many Americans in this period 

disagreed profoundly with the direction their country was taking. Conflict was as 

common as consensus, and both shaped and reshaped American life in the C19th and 

C20th. This course will trace the most significant of these conflicts, exploring through 

them divergent and changing visions of family life, social order, national identity and 

political citizenship. How for example, did different social groups define American 

society and what it meant to be an American? How did these definitions change over 

time? Above all, I hope you will acquire a sense of the way that ordinary Americans 

responded to, coped with, and helped create their own future and our shared past. 

Requirements: 
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To be announced. 

Required Texts: 

 To be announced.  

 

HIST 284 History of the Hawaiian Islands  

 Rosa, John   

Content: 

Survey of state and local history from Polynesian chiefdoms to Hawaiian Kingdom to 

American territory and state. 

Requirements: 

To be announced. 

Required Texts: 

 Malo, Hawaiian Antiquities: Mo‘olelo Hawai‘i 

 Mullins, Hawaiian Journey (New Edition) 

 Day & Stroven, eds., A Hawaiian Reader, Volume 1 

 Kodama-Nishimoto, Nishimoto, & Oshiro, eds., Talking Hawai‘i’s Story: Oral Histories 

of an Island People   

 

HIST 305 History of Southeast Asia  

 Andaya, Leonard   

Content: 

The course examines the evolution of Southeast Asian communities from early times 

until the introduction of European “high colonialism” in the nineteenth century.  Lectures 

will focus on the gradual formation of Southeast Asian polities as they adapted to the new 

external economic and political forces intruding into the region from both the east and the 

west. 

Requirements: 

1. One midterm worth 25% of the final grade 

2. One essay worth 25% of the final grade 

3. One final worth 50% of the final grade 

Note: Each of the three requirements must have a passing grade to qualify for the allotted 

points. 

Required Texts: 

 Barbara Watson Andaya and Leonard Y. Andaya, History of Early Modern Southeast 

Asia 
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HIST 321 History of Japan 

 Kameda-Madar, Kazuko  

Content: 

This course examines history of Japan from earliest times to 1700. Tradition in Japan is at 

times mystified due to unfamiliarity with languages, cultures, history and geography.  In 

this course, I will provide a firm grounding of history of Japan through examination of a 

wide range of texts and other cultural productions. Through sociopolitical analysis, this 

course aims to familiarize students with Japanese culture through a critical study of how 

the traditional forms are represented.  Questions I hope my students will pose and debate 

are:  Where the mystery comes from?  Traditions are really old?  What is classic?  Who 

makes it?  How it affects us?  The class-oriented idea of “classicism” is, of course, not 

neutral but a complex and powerful ideological construct.  Hence, this course reconsiders 

the common definition of “classicism” as a core of transcendent and universal ideals.  

Instead, it will suggest many “classicisms” that are constantly invented and reinvented in 

order to satisfy social, political and economic circumstances.   

Requirements: 

Class attendance and participation; midterm and final exam; term paper.  

Required Texts: 

 W. Scott Morton, et al. Japan: Its History and Culture 

 Murasaki Shikibu, The Tale of Genji 

 Ihara Saikaku, Five Women Who Loved Love: Amorous tales from 17th-century Japan 

 

HIST 333 Ancient Rome: The Republic  

O Focus  Schwartz, Saundra   

Content: 

This course will focus on the period of Roman history from its foundation in the 

8th century B.C.E. to the end of the Republic. This was a period that shaped 

the culture, economy, and political organization of the Mediterranean basin and much of 

Europe. The course is divided into three parts. Part I examines the rise of the Republic, 

both as a concept and as a practical reality. In Part II, we consider the expansion of Rome 

beyond Italy and the effect of empire on Roman society. Part III consists of an in-depth 

study of the aftermath of the assassination of Julius Caesar through an immersive role-

playing game from "Reacting to the Past" (For information, 

go to http://reacting.barnard.edu). Each participant will receive a role sheet providing a 

specific lens through which to consider the events of Roman history. Once the 

game begins, you will work individually and in teams to debate the future of the 

Roman Empire. 

Requirements: 

Two midterms, two oral presentations, two papers, final exam. 
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Required Texts: 

 Ward, Heichelheim, and Yeo, A History of the Roman People, 6th edition 

 Lewis and Reinhold, Roman Civilization Vol. 1: Selected Readings. The Republic and the 

Augustan Age, 3rd edition 

 The Penguin Atlas of Ancient Rome 

 Anderson and Dix, Beware the Ides of March: Rome in 44 B.C.  

 

HIST 347  Tudor-Stuart Britain   

 Hoffenberg, Peter   

Content: 

This course introduces British politics, society and culture during the reigns of the famous 

and infamous Tudor and Stuart monarchs. We will focus on key developments during the 

1400-1700 period, often known as “The Early Modern Era.” 

 

Those years cover the transition period in the British Isles from the “Medieval” to the 

“Modern” world. That transformation can be understood by considering a variety of 

themes and topics, including, but not limited to: the “Medieval” political, social, and 

religious inheritances from the thirteenth and fourteenth centuries; the Wars of the Roses 

and Richard III, made famous by William Shakespeare’s tragedy about that ill-fated 

monarch; the rise of the first Tudors, Henry VII and Henry VIII; the English Reformation 

and its enemies at home and abroad; England’s relations with Scotland and Ireland; the 

rise, fall and rise again of the English aristocracy; Mercantilism, Free Trade and other 

economic policies, practices, and philosophies; the Elizabethan “Golden Age” in politics, 

trade, exploration and conquest; early imperial ventures in the Americas, India and 

Ireland; constitutional tensions between Crown and Parliament; the English Civil Wars 

and Revolution of the 1640s; the rise of  Puritanism and social radicalism; regicide and 

republicanism during the 1650s; John Locke and the Glorious Revolution & Political 

Settlement of 1688-1689; popular culture; changes in society, or the relations between 

rich and poor, men and women; and changes in economics, or land, trade, work and the 

ways of “getting and spending.”  

 

Additionally, we will attempt to place Tudor-Stuart Britain in the wider context of  

Early Modern Europe, so that we can better understand how Britain’s relationship with 

other kingdoms, such as France and Spain, and with the Continental Reformation and 

Counter-Reformation, affected its own culture, society and politics—and the British, in 

turn, affected those other kingdoms and societies. 

 

Students are encouraged to enjoy, read, study, analyze, and write about a variety of 

historical sources, including, but not limited to, one of Shakespeare’s tragedies, recent 

films, laws and statutes from the time, and a justly-famous Renaissance-era Humanist 

dialogue. 

Requirements: 
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No examinations. Periodic open-note, open-book short quizzes; 3 pp thematic essays on 

Utopia, Richard III, and The World Turned Upside Down. 

Required Texts: 

 William Shakespeare, Richard III 

 Thomas More, Utopia 

 Christopher Hill, The World Turned Upside Down 

 Lacey Baldwin Smith, This Realm of England, 1399-1688 

 

HIST 351 East European Empires  

 Romaniello, Matthew   

Content: 

Eastern Europe has been a historic battleground among ideologies, religions, and 

ethnolinguistic identities as four empires (the Austrian, Polish, Russian, and Turkish) 

struggled for supremacy.  Challenging the rise of these multinational states was the 

persistence of minority groups within their borders, including Jews and Ukrainians, who 

attempted to define their identity in face of persistent pressure from the expanding 

empires.  By examining the conflicts, resolutions, and compromises among the states and 

the minority groups, this course will chart the rise of “national” identities and the impact 

of these identities on those who became the “others.”   

 

The first half of the course will examine the battle over the fate of Ukrainian lands in light 

of the Reformation and the Wars of Religion.  The second half of the course will 

culminate in the partitions of Poland, which inspired the Enlightenment’s idea of East 

European “backwardness.” In order to achieve this goal, we will examine primary and 

secondary sources, write analytical papers, and work toward unpacking the complex 

history of this contested region. 

Requirements: 

There will be a take-home midterms and final exam, in addition to two short assignments 

discussing the course readings. 

Required Texts: 

 Dennis P. Hupchick and Harold E. Cox, The Palgrave Concise Historical Atlas of Eastern 

Europe 

 Edward Seymour Forster, trans., The Turkish Letters of Ogier Ghiselin de Busbecq, 

Imperial Ambassador at Constantinople, 1554-1562 

 Sigismund von Herberstein, Notes upon Russia: A Translation of the Earliest Account of 

the Country..., Volume 2 

 Nathan Hanover, The Abyss of Despair: The Famous 17th Century Chronicle Depicting 

Jewish Life in Russia and Poland during the Chmielnicki Massacres of 1648-1649 
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HIST 352 France and Empire  

WI Focus Lauzon, Matthew   

Content: 

This course examines forms of imperialism and colonialism in French history from the 

Renaissance to the present. Topics include imperial rivalries, symbols, and fantasies, 

Enlightenment debates about the merits of colonialism, the relationship between empire 

and modernity, colonial and imperial violence, the importance of colonial empire to 

metropolitan economies, cultures, and politics, decolonization, and post-colonialism. 

Requirements: 

To be announced. 

Required Texts: 

 Aldrich, Greater France: A History of French Overseas Expansion 

 Other primary sources available via Laulima 

 

HIST 356 Survey of African History  

 Chappell, David   

Content: 

This survey examines the history of Africa from ancient times to the present: the rise of 

indigenous civilizations, Muslim and European impact, the slave trade, colonialism and 

nationalism, and current issues. (Note: History 151-152 are recommended but not 

required prerequisites). 

Requirements: 

Mid-Term and Final Examinations, a book review (Sundiata), a final report, and 

attendance/oral participation. 

Required Texts: 

 D. Niane, Sundiata: An Epic of Old Mali  

 K. Shillington, History of Africa (revised third edition) 

 

HIST 361/AMST 316 U.S. Women’s History 

 Elizabeth Colwill  

Content: 

Please contact the American Studies Department (amstgrad@hawaii.edu). 
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HIST 371 U.S. Foreign Relations to 1898 

 Reiss, Suzanna   

Content: 

This course is a survey of United States foreign relations from the colonial period through 

the end of the 19th century. We will study the changing boundaries of what constituted 

the United States as a political entity, geographic territory, cultural identity, and 

economic force in world affairs. Studying the borders where the “domestic” and 

“foreign” came to have meaning, beliefs rooted in the oppositional notions of “us” and 

“them”, provides valuable insight onto the history of U.S. expansion, debates over 

citizenship and rights, definitions of liberty, freedom, and sovereignty, and the emergence 

of a “national” American identity. More than simply a study of political leaders’ actions 

and government diplomacy, this course gives weight to the lives of people living in the 

borderlands where national identities were often unstable and contested. A central 

objective of the course is to study not only the history of US foreign relations, but how 

changing historical contexts have informed the writing and remembering of who and 

what constituted the US ‘nation’ in relation to an array of ‘foreign’ peoples and places. 

Requirements: 

To be announced. 

Required Texts: 

 To be announced. 

 

HIST 373/AMST 343 American Thought & Culture: to 20th C. 

WI Focus Rapson, Richard   

Content: 

This description includes both halves of the yearlong sequence of History 373-374 

(American Studies 343-344), though each course stands on its own and may be taken 

separately. The courses attempt to define the “climates of opinion” in America at 

different stages of our past. Consequently a wide range of material is dealt with, the 

intellectual aim being synthesis. An attempt is made to maximize the possibilities of 

discussion. Students can expect to attend lectures, hear music, watch movies, participate 

in several small discussion groups, etc. The first semester (373) moves from European 

antecedents of colonization to the early years of the 20th century. The second semester 

(374) concentrates on the more recent period. Students may take either semester, or they 

may take both in any sequence. Opportunities are offered for the student to fulfill the 

requirements of the course in a wide variety of ways. The course carries graduate credit, 

and is limited to 20 students. 

Requirements: 

Papers and book reports. No exams. 

Required Texts: 
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 Gail Collins, America’s Women: Four Hundred Years of Dolls, Drudges, Helpmates and 

Heroines 

 E.L. Doctorow, Ragtime 

 Roderick Nash, From These Beginnings, Volume 1 

 Arthur Schlesinger, The Disuniting of America: Reflections on a Multicultural Society 

 Richard Rapson, Magical Thinking and the Decline of America 

 

HIST 374/AMST 344 American Thought & Culture: 20th C. 

WI Focus Rapson, Richard   

Content: 

This description includes both halves of the yearlong sequence of History 373-374 

(American Studies 343-344), though each course stands on its own and may be taken 

separately. The courses attempt to define the “climates of opinion” in America at different 

stages of our past. Consequently a wide range of material is dealt with, the intellectual 

aim being synthesis. An attempt is made to maximize the possibilities of discussion. 

Students can expect to attend lectures, hear music, watch movies, participate in several 

small discussion groups, etc. The first semester (373) moves from European antecedents 

of colonization to the early years of the 20th century. The second semester (374) 

concentrates on the more recent period. Students may take either semester, or they may 

take both in any sequence. Opportunities are offered for the student to fulfill the 

requirements of the course in a wide variety of ways. The course carries graduate credit, 

and is limited to 20 students. 

Requirements: 

Papers and book reports. No exams. 

Required Texts: 

 Art Spiegelman, Maus: A Survivor’s Tale: My Father Bleeds History and Here My 

Trouble Begins (The Complete Maus) 

 Alvin Toffler, The Third Wave 

 Richard Rapson, Magical Thinking and the Decline of America 

 Gail Collins, When Everything Changed: The Amazing Journey of American Women from 

1960 to the Present 

 Robert Heilbroner, An Inquiry into the Human Prospect 

 Roderick Nash, From These Beginnings, Volume 2 

 

HIST 396B  Historical Theories and Methods  

WI Focus Arista, Noelani   

Content: 

This course is an introduction to the history of historical scholarship, and the ways in 
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which historians have framed and written history. We will survey a variety of approaches 

to thinking and writing about the past used by historians in the past few decades. This 

class will give you the chance to practice analyzing historical sources, and acquire 

discipline specific forms of writing. This course is structured as a seminar, with brief 

introductory lectures by the instructor, followed by class discussions. 

 

The courses emphasizes different approaches to the writing of history, but also 

investigates questions of scale: trans-national, national, regional, and micro. What are the 

advantages and disadvantages of each, and what kinds of sources are more suited to a 

particular frame? 

 

I will also highlight methodological developments in Hawaiian and Native American 

history has and the potential to transform work on encounter, colonization, law, and 

empire. 

Requirements: 

To be announced. 

Required Texts: 

 To be announced. 

 

HIST 396B Historical Theories and Methods  

WI Focus Brown, Shana   

Content: 

This course is the first part of the capstone experience for History majors, and the lead-up 

to writing a history senior thesis (HIST 496). This course lays the groundwork for your 

independent research project by helping you to better understand the discipline of History. 

  

There are two main components to this better understanding. The first is the “history of 

History,” or how the discipline has developed over time, which helps us understand our 

own choices as scholars. The second component is to understand the different methods, 

sources, and tools of analysis that historians use today. These include perspectives like 

social history, gender history, history of material culture, and visual history. Learning 

about different approaches helps us gain a more creative, flexible, and practical toolkit for 

our own research projects. 

  

You will finish the semester looking ahead towards HIST 496. Your final assignment for 

HIST 396B will be to write a prospectus and develop a bibliography of both primary 

historical sources and secondary literature on a topic of your choice, developed in 

consultation with me. This will enable you to hit the ground running in the second half of 

the capstone experience. 

Requirements: 
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By the end of the semester, you should be able to answer the following questions (student 

learning outcomes): 

 What are some principle ways in which History has evolved as a discipline? 

 What are some of the most important methods that have worked for historians in 

the past? How might they remain useful? 

 What are primary sources and how can we interpret them in original research? 

 What are secondary sources and how do we use them in historical writing? 

How do we find research topics and craft an approach to writing a history thesis? 

Required Texts: 

 To be announced. 

 

HIST 406 / ASAN 406 Modern Philippines  

 Lanzona, Vina   

Content: 

During the mid-to-late nineteenth century, Philippine society underwent dramatic 

economic, political and cultural transformations.  While the beginning of the Spanish 

colonial period caused massive conversions of the populace, the later period opened up 

the Philippines to the world market.  The end of the Spanish and Philippine-American 

wars paved the way for three decades of U.S. colonialism in the country.  Philippine 

hopes for independence were shattered with the brief Japanese occupation.  The postwar 

period was a time for reconstruction, nation-building and revolution.   

 

This course traces the development of Philippine history and society from the end of the 

nineteenth century to the present. We will explore the beginning, ending and the enduring 

legacies of Hispanization in the Philippines through the important works of Jose Rizal. 

By examining primary source documents, we will closely examine race and empire as 

U.S. colonialism transformed Philippine political and cultural institutions. World War II 

brought in what was considered the “darkest years” of Philippine history and we will 

rediscover the horrors of war, the promise of liberation, and the postwar realities of 

reconstruction and revolution. Finally, we’ll attempt to understand the “Martial Law” 

period and its enduring legacies. Through themes such as colonialism, religion, 

nationalism, revolution and resistance, and the state and civil society, we hope to gain a 

better understanding of the challenges facing contemporary Philippine society. 

Requirements: 

To be announced. 

Required Texts: 

 Rizal, Noli Me Tangere 
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HIST 411 Local History of Late Imperial China  

WI Focus  Wang, Wensheng   

Content: 

This upper division course provides a broad survey of Chinese local history over the long 

period from the Tang-Song transition (ca. 800) to the collapse of Qing rule (1911). The 

focus is on the late imperial period (1550-1911)—from mid-Ming to the end of Qing 

dynasties. Major topics include family and lineage structure, gender roles, patterns of 

work and leisure, religious activities and their meanings, class relations, changes in basic 

demographic patterns (birth and death rates, migration, marriage patterns, etc.), patterns 

of violence, protest movements, and relations among different ethnic groups. Students 

will focus on the bottom-up studies of local society and gain some basic understanding of 

this dominant approach to Chinese history. 

Requirements: 

To be announced. 

Required Texts: 

 Brook, The Confusions of Pleasure: Commerce and Culture in Ming China 

 Mann, Precious Records: Women in China’s Long Eighteenth Century 

 Kuhn, Soulstealers: the Chinese Sorcery Scare of 1768 

 

HIST 419 The Chinese Revolution 

 Wang, Wensheng   

Content: 

This course aims to help students understand the making of modern China by tracing a 

long series of crises, reforms, and revolutions since 1800AD. These critical events and 

processes provide a prism through which to view how China has developed from a 

collapsing dynastic empire to one of the world’s greatest powers. Students will examine 

how this dramatic transformation has shaped the lives of ordinary people as well as the 

way they have understood their past. They will also think about the enduring influence of 

Chinese tradition and its interplay with foreign impact, both of which have profoundly 

shaped China’s quest for modernization. 

Requirements: 

To be announced. 

Required Texts: 

 Spence, The Search for Modern China  

 Mitter, A Bitter Revolution 

 Cheek, Mao Zedong and China’s Revolutions  
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HIST 422 Tokugawa Japan  

 McNally, Mark  

Content: 

This course covers Japanese history from the middle of the 16th century to 1868. The 

emphasis will be on the Edo or Tokugawa period (1603-1867). This course will cover all 

major facets of Japan’s history for this period, with an emphasis on cultural, economic, 

social, political, and intellectual aspects of change.  

Requirements: 

All readings; 29 Daily Responses; 16 Weekly Reflections; a midterm exam; a final exam. 

Required Texts: 

 Ikegami, Bonds of Civility 

 McNally, Proving the Way 

 Totman, Early Modern Japan 

 Tsunoda, et al., Sources of Japanese Tradition, vol. 2 

   NOTE: Course readings will be available through Laulima – no books for purchase. 

 

HIST 423 Okinawa  

 McNally, Mark   

Content: 

This course covers the major developments of Okinawan history from prehistoric to 

contemporary times. The focus is on the political, social, cultural, and religious aspects of 

change for the period. Since the course encompasses a long span of time, it will be useful 

to learn the following list of periods: 1) Prehistory, 2) Ancient Ryūkyū, 3) Early Modern 

Ryūkyū, and 4) Modern Ryūkyū/Okinawa. 

Requirements: 

To be announced. 

Required Texts: 

Readings will be drawn from the following texts: 

 Islands of Discontent 

 Okinawa: A History of an Island People 

 The Okinawa Diaspora in Japan 

 The Samurai Capture a King 

 A Survey of the History and Culture of Okinawa  

 Threshold of a Closed Empire  

 Visions of Ryūkyū 

            NOTE: Course readings will be available through Laulima – no books for purchase 
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HIST 460 Native American History  

 Rath, Richard   

Content: 

History 460 covers the history of Native Americans from their origins in the Americas 

through the present. Where possible, primacy is given to indigenous perspectives and 

authors. Part of the course will be about methods and biases of the discipline of history, 

and how working from indigenous perspectives can change the practice of the discipline. 

We will spend several weeks on pre-contact histories, then explore the long violent 

processes of colonization and dispossession, first under the aegeis of Europeans, then 

Americans. Boarding schools, reforms, the arts, and resistance movements of the 

twentieth century will be discussed, and we will conclude with the recent history of 

Native Americans, covering such issues as land trust, nuclear dumping, gambling, and 

race relations among Native Americans, African Americans, and Whites. 

Requirements: 

Class attendance and participation, term paper, short assignments, midterm, and 

final. There are no prerequisites for this course. 

Required Texts: 

 ALL READING MATERIAL WILL BE AVAILABLE ONLINE EITHER THROUGH AMAZON (THERE 

ARE KINDLE APPS AVAILABLE FOR ALL PLATFORMS, NO KINDLE REQUIRED) OR 

ELECTRONICALLY FROM PROFESSOR. 

 

HIST 462 The Early American Republic  

 Daniel, Marcus   

Content: 

This course traces the transformation of politics and society in the United States from the 

end of the American Revolution to the Age of Jackson. At the start of this period, the 

United States was a newly formed, fragile federation of thirteen sea-board states held 

together by little more than a roughly sketched constitutional plan which, it was hoped, 

would impose order and unity on an unruly and divided post-revolutionary society. Fifty 

years later, the United States had become a stable, dynamic and powerful nation state that 

had consolidated its control over native peoples and territory throughout North America, 

revolutionized its economy and created a “democratic” political order. These 

developments also had a darker side. The expansion of the American empire encountered 

fierce resistance from Native Americans, and was made possible only by a process of 

extermination and conquest that aroused opposition even among Euro-Americans; slavery 

and its expansion into the newly conquered territories of the south and west was 

challenged by both free and enslaved African-Americans and by white abolitionists who 

demanded an immediate end to slavery and racial inequality; and the development of a 

capitalist wage-labor system generated resistance from American workers who attacked 
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the new “wage slavery” and called for a return to an older economy of independent 

production and self-sufficiency. Finally, drawing on ideals of political equality embedded 

in the Declaration of Independence, American feminists and free African-Americans 

fought to establish their political rights within a democracy that confined citizenship 

exclusively to white men. 

Requirements: 

To be announced. 

Required Texts: 

 To be announced.  

 

HIST 465 The United States: 1920-1948 

 Henriksen, Margot   

Content: 

This course focuses on the history of America during the 1920s, the Great Depression and 

World War II, and it examines the social, cultural, political, and economic/technological 

events and issues that reflected both the traumatic sense of crisis and the creative 

possibility of radical change during this era.  After exploring the rise of “modernity” in 

the twenties, the shocking onset of the Depression and its accompanying cultural and 

political dissent are studied through such topics as literary modernism, rising political 

innovation, and the appearance of rebel criminals and “hard-boiled” detectives.  The 

development of apocalyptic fears both before and after the dropping of the atomic bombs 

on Hiroshima and Nagasaki is traced through literature, through Orson Welles’s radio 

broadcast  of “War of the Worlds,” and through the multiform American responses to 

World War II and the atomic bomb.  Along with traditional historical interpretations and 

documents, films, novels, oral histories, radio, and biography are used to introduce 

students to the changing character of America in the 1930s and 1940s. 

Requirements: 

Students are expected to complete all course readings and to attend class regularly.  There 

are in-class quizzes, take-home reading assignments, and an open-note in-class final 

examination. 

Required Texts: 

 Hammett, The Maltese Falcon 

 Miller, New World Coming: The 1920s and the Making of Modern America 

 Okada, No-No Boy 

 West, Miss Lonelyhearts and the Day of the Locust 

 Wright, Native Son 

 Kennedy, The American People in the Great Depression, Pt. 1 
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HIST 476/AMST 440 Race and Racism in America 

 David Stannard  

Content: 

Please contact the American Studies Department (amstgrad@hawaii.edu). 

 

HIST 477/AMST 431 History of American Workers  

E Focus Kraft, James   

Content: 

American workers have had many faces: the skilled artisan, the plantation slave, the 

female domestic, the “white collar” employee and more.  What have these workers had in 

common?  What kind of work did they perform and how has it changed over time?  How 

have they responded to changes in the work environment?  What role has government 

played in shaping that environment?  What problems do American workers face today?  

This course explores these and similar questions. 

Requirements: 

 Midterm exam, 10-page research paper, final exam, and class attendance. 

Required Texts: 

 Dubofsky, Labor in America: A History 

 Boris, Major Problems in the History of American Workers 

 Kraft, Vegas at Odds: Labor Conflict in a Leisure Economy, 1960-1985 

 

HIST 481 Pacific Islands I  

HAP, WI Focus Hanlon, David    

Content: 

In this course, we will survey Pacific Islands' pasts from human beings' first entry into the 

region to the beginnings of the colonial period. We will place particular emphasis on the 

themes of culture contact and cross-cultural encounters. Voyaging and settlement, 

environmental accommodations, first contacts with the Euro-American world, the death 

of Captain Cook, depopulation, gender relations, the introduction and spread of 

Christianity, the expansion of commerce, the Pacific labor trade, and efforts at political 

centralization in Tahiti, Tonga, Fiji, Samoa, and Aotearoa/New Zealand are among the 

topics to be considered. We will also pay strong attention to politics of representation and 

to more indigenous forms of historical knowledge and transmission. 

Requirements: 

 A mid-term exam, a final exam, and two book reviews. 
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Required Texts: 

 Hunt & Lipo, The Statues that Walked 

 David Chappell, Double Ghosts 

 Patty O’Brien, The Pacific Muse 

 Epeli Hauʻofa, We are the Ocean 

 

HIST 483 United States in the Pacific  

WI Focus  Rosa, John     

Content: 

Growth of economic and political interests and policies. 

Requirements: 

 To be announced. 

Required Texts: 

 Buck, Paradise Remade: The Politics of Culture and History in Hawaiʻi 

 Shigematsu & Camacho (eds.), Militarized Currents: Toward a Decolonized Future in 

Asia and the Pacific 

 Klieger, Moku o Loʻe: A History of Coconut Island 

 

HIST 484 The Hawaiian Kingdom 1819-1893  

 Arista, Noelani      

Content: 

The history of the Hawaiian Kingdom from pre-contact through 1893.  It concerns 

selected topics for consideration based on available texts.  

Requirements: 

 Papers, class discussion and analysis of assigned readings, and attendance are required. 

Required Texts: 

 To be announced. 

 

HIST 496B Senior Tutorial in History: United States   

WI Focus  Reiss, Suzanna       

Content: 

This class fulfills the senior tutorial requirement for history majors. Each student will 

complete by the end of the semester a senior thesis based on original historical research 

on a topic of your choosing. The course is Writing Intensive (WI) and students will be 
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required to undertake extensive reading, writing, research, and analysis, while actively 

participating in class discussions and peer-review exercises. The final goal of the course 

is for students to produce a 20-25 page research paper. In order to maintain thematic 

integrity and to promote a collaborative working environment between the instructor and 

students, as well as amongst students, this course will take up “The Cold War” as an 

overarching theme, although there will be considerable flexibility in defining your own 

distinctive project within this thematic focus. 

Requirements: 

 To be announced.  

Required Texts: 

 To be announced.  

 

HIST 496C Senior Tutorial in History: Europe  

WI Focus  Hoffenberg, Peter        

Content: 

History 496C provides the opportunity to broaden and deepen one’s understanding of 

European history, improve research and writing skills, and craft an extended original 

essay of around 25 pages on a topic of one’s own choosing. Students are encouraged to 

consider a topic, or question in a field that interests them, such as political history, or the 

history of film, or women’s history, and are expected to use both primary and secondary 

materials. Primary sources could include government records, works of art, literature, 

memoirs, and, among others, correspondence. Secondary sources are interpretations of 

such primary materials by others, most likely historians. The interpretation and use of 

primary and secondary materials are the heart and soul of this project. As a designated 

“Writing Intensive” (W) seminar, please expect weekly writing assignments. Active, 

engaged and engaging participation at seminar meetings is expected. 

Requirements: 

Oral introduction and 2-pp discussion of your favorite, or most inspiring History book or 

document.  

1-p description of the historical problem to be addressed in the research essay 

2-pp abstract and 1-p bibliography for the essay 

Introduction and discussion of one secondary and one primary source 

Rough draft (circa 15-pp) of the essay and comments on other drafts  

One final essay of approximately 25-30 pages 

Required Texts: 

 R. Marius and M. E. Page, A Short Guide to Writing About History 

 Umberto Eco, How to Write a Thesis 
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HIST 496D Senior Tutorial in History: Asia/Pacific  

WI Focus  Lanzona, Vina          

Content: 

Analysis of sources and evaluation of methods of historical writing. Students undertake a 

major research and writing project in field of special interest. Capstone course requires a 

20-25 page minimum final research paper.  

Requirements: 

To be announced.  

Required Texts: 

 To be announced.  
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GRADUATE COURSES 
 

HIST 602 Seminar in Historiography 

 Lauzon, Matthew   

Content: 

In this seminar students will reflect upon, discuss, and write about their own and others' 

historiographical priorities and practices by exploring and analyzing some outstanding 

examples of approaches to a variety of historical subjects. 

Requirements: 

To be announced. 

Required Texts: 

 Peter Brown, Cult of the Saints 

 Greg Dening, Mr. Bligh’s Bad Language: Passion, Power and Theatre on the Bounty  

 Arlette Farge, The Allure of the Archives 

 Ann Laura Stoler, Along the Archival Grain: Epistemic Anxieties and Colonial Common 

Sense 

 Lynn Hunt, Writing History in the Global Era 

 Eelco Runia, Moved by the Past: Discontinuity and Historical Mutation 

 Jeremy D. Popkin, From Herodotus to H-Net: The Story of Historiography 

 Walter Prevenier and Martha C. Howell, From Reliable Sources: An Introduction to 

Historical Methods 

 Paul Sonino, The Search for the Man in the Iron Mask: A Historical Detective Story 

 

HIST 609 Seminar in World History  

 López Lázaro, Fabio   

Content: 

An historiographical introduction to transnational, world/global, and comparative history. 

Requirements: 

To be announced. 

Required Texts: 

Note: please do not purchase texts until after first seminar meeting. 

 Prasenjit Duara, Viren Murthy, & Andrew Sartori, eds., A Companion to Global 

Historical Thought 
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HIST 613 Introduction to Cultural Studies  

 Njoroge, Njoroge   

Content: 

This course provides an introduction to some of the main currents in cultural studies, 

emphasizing the history and theoretical foundations of the field. Beginning with “Marx’s 

Marxism” we will examine the ways in which Marxism and critical theory have been 

central to developments in cultural studies. We will investigate different methodologies 

from a variety of disciplines—history, political economy, sociology, anthropology—to 

examine the production of meaning and the practice of everyday life. 

Requirements: 

To be announced. 

Required Texts: 

 To be announced. 

 

HIST 617 Atrocity Crimes: Law and History 

 Cohen, David   

Content: 

Seminar on history of mass atrocity and international justice in the modern world. Topics 

include post-WWII Allied war crimes prosecution, post-cold war ad hoc international 

criminal tribunals, and contemporary international law and national legal systems. 

Requirements: 

To be announced. 

Required Texts: 

 To be announced.  

 

HIST 659 The Seas in Southeast Asian History  

 Andaya, Leonard   

Content: 

There have been many courses taught on maritime Southeast Asia focusing primarily on 

such themes as trade and piracy. This course intends to do more by seeking to understand 

what the sea actually meant (and means) in the lives of littoral and sea-going societies not 

only in Southeast Asia but elsewhere.  It will explore the possibility of defining new 

social spaces based on local determinations of “seascapes”. At the same time, it will also 

examine how historians of Southeast Asia have incorporated a recognition of the region’s 

maritime heritage into their interpretations of the past. 

Requirements: 
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1.  Attendance and participation at all seminars. 

2.  Six short 2-3 page critiques on the readings to be distributed or sent to the other 

members of the class by email attachment at least one day before class meeting. The 

critique can be written on a book or books, or on at least TWO articles. Students should 

briefly explain the argument of the work(s), and then comment critically on any aspect of 

such work(s). At least two of the six assignments must be on a book. 

3.  A 15 to 20-page term paper, font 12, double-spaced. Topics must be chosen in 

consultation with the instructor. 

Required Texts: 

 Peregrine Horden and Nicholas Purcell, The Corrupting Sea: A Study of Mediterranean 

History 

 Philip E. Steinberg, The Social Construction of the Ocean 

 

HIST 661D Seminar in Chinese History: Modern 

 Brown, Shana  

Content: 

This research seminar focuses on modern China (from the late nineteenth century to the 

present day). The goal is to become familiar with innovative scholarship on the major 

events and themes of the period. You will also complete a c. 20 pp research paper (or an 

equivalent alternate project, with my consent) that could comprise a chapter of an MA 

thesis or similar project. 

Requirements: 

 Weekly, one-page reading summaries 

 Two in-class presentations 

 Two 5-7 pp. review articles 

 Research paper / historiographical essay (approx. 20 pp.) 

Required Texts: 

 To be announced. 

 

HIST 675D Seminar in Pacific History: 19th Century  

 Hanlon, David   

Content: 

A reading seminar that examines the major texts and approaches used to access Pacific 

pasts prior to the start of the 20th century. 

Requirements: 

Weekly readings and assigned writings (three to four-pages essays) on those readings. 

Required Texts: 
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 Obeyesekere, The Apotheosis of Captain Cook: European Mythmaking in the Pacific 

 O’Brien, The Pacific Muse 

 Salmond, Aphrodite’s Island 

 Kirch, On the Road of the Winds 

 Banivanua-Mar, Violence and Colonial Dialogue: Australia-Pacific Indentured Labor 

Trade 

 Igler, The Great Ocean: Pacific Worlds from Captain Cook to the Gold Rush 

 D’Arcy, The People of the Sea: Environment, Identity and History in Oceania 

 Dening, Mr. Bligh's Bad Language: Passion, Power and Theatre on the Bounty 

 Diaz, Repositioning the Missionary 

 Thomas, Entangled Objects: Exchange, Material Culture, and Colonialism in the Pacific 

 Ballantyne, Entanglements of Empire: Missionaries, Maori, and the Question of the Body 

 Hokari, Gurindji Journey: A Japanese Historian in the Outback  

 


