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UNDERGRADUATE COURSES 

 

 

HIST 151 World History to 1500 

Foundations: FGA Henriksen, Margot  

Content: 

This course analyzes the historical development of human societies and their cultural 

traditions in all parts of the world, including Africa, the Americas, Asia, Europe, and 

Oceania, up to 1500 C.E. Lectures and readings offer integrated analyses of the political, 

social, economic, and cultural dimensions of human societies, as well as processes of 

cross-cultural interaction and exchange. In small weekly discussion groups, students 

engage in the study of writings, narratives, artifacts, or cultural practices of different 

peoples and societies. Overall, the course provides students with an intellectual 

foundation for responsible citizenship in the complex, interdependent, globalizing world 

of contemporary times. 

Requirements: 

To be announced. 

Required Texts: 

 Jerry Bentley, Herbert Ziegler, Traditions and Encounters: A Global Perspective on the 

Past, Vol. 1 

 N. K. Sandars (trans.), The Epic of Gilgamesh 

 R. K. Narayan, The Ramayana 

 Sophocles, Oedipus the King and Antigone 

 Sheri S. Tepper, The Gate to Women’s Country 

 Connie Willis, Doomsday Book 

 

 

HIST 151 World History to 1500  

Foundations: FGA Kelley, Liam    

Content: 

This course analyzes the historical development of human societies and their cultural 

traditions in all parts of the world, including Africa, the Americas, Asia, Europe, and 

Oceania, up to 1500 C.E. Lectures and readings offer integrated analyses of the political, 

social, economic, and cultural dimensions of human societies, as well as processes of 

cross-cultural interaction and exchange. In small weekly discussion groups, students 

engage in the study of writings, narratives, artifacts, or cultural practices of different 

peoples and societies. Overall, the course provides students with an intellectual 

foundation for responsible citizenship in the complex, interdependent, globalizing world 

of contemporary times. 

Requirements: 
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To be announced (varies dependent on section). 

Required Texts: 

 Jerry H. Bentley, Herbert F. Ziegler, and Heather E. Streets-Salter, Traditions and 

Encounters: A Global Perspective on the Past, Vol. 1, 6th ed.  [Optional] 

 R. K. Narayan, The Ramayana 

 N. K. Sandars, The Epic of Gilgamesh 

 Robert Van Guilk, Celebrated Cases of Judge Dee 

 

 

HIST 151 World History to 1500 (with Reacting to the Past) 

Foundations: FGA Schwartz, Saundra   

Content: 

This course analyzes the historical development of human societies and their cultural 

traditions in all parts of the world, including Africa, the Americas, Asia, Europe, and 

Oceania, up to 1500 C.E.  Lectures and readings offer integrated analyses of the political 

social, economic, and cultural dimensions of human societies, as well as processes of 

cross-cultural interaction and exchange. Students engage in the study of documents, 

narratives, artifacts, and cultural practices by participating in immersive role-play 

situations designed to elucidate clashes of values at specific moments of world history. 

Requirements: 

Three 4-page essays (may substitute a speech for an essay), weekly quizzes, final, class 

participation. 

Required Texts: 

 Pollard, et al., Worlds Together, Worlds Apart. Volume 1: Beginnings Through the 15th 

Century. 

 Tanakh: The Holy Scriptures 

 Sophocles, Antigone 

 Confucius, The Analects 

 

 

HIST 152 World History since 1500 

Foundations: FGB Hoffenberg, Peter   

Content: 

History 152 introduces modern global, or world history by focusing on the origins, 

experiences, attitudes towards and consequences of war and peace, since around 1500, or 

so.  

 

We begin by considering the rise of gunpowder and empires during the fifteenth century 

and end with coming to terms with the memories of war during our own historical period. 
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In between, students are encouraged to engage in a variety of historical questions, 

including, but not limited to: relations between war and society at large, why wars start 

and how they end, the ways in which warfare and peace shaped relations between East 

and West, and the rise of geo-political regions, how war and revolution were inter-

connected, and others. The main goal is to see how war and peace were part of world 

history and how they were connected to other important topics, such as politics, daily life, 

economics, ideas and the creation of what we call “the modern world.” That means that 

we also need to spend time defining and discussing what we mean by “war” and “peace,” 

and how those definitions are often a result of historical context and memory. 

Requirements: 

Brief essays, periodic blue-book assignments, and a final examination.  

Required Texts: 

 Bentley & Ziegler, Traditions & Encounters: A Brief Global History, Volume II, from 

1500 to the Present 

 Leon-Portilla, Broken Spears 

 McPherson, What They Fought For, 1861-1865 

 Ninh, The Sorrow of War 

 

 

HIST 161A World Cultures in Perspective  

Foundations: FGA  Jolly, Karen   

Content & Requirements: 

HIST 161A is an honors seminar that meets the UHM Foundations Global and 

Multicultural Perspectives requirement (FGA).  We will be examining the historical 

development of human societies in various parts of the world, including Africa, the 

Americas, Asia, Europe, and Oceania up to C.E. 1500.   

 

 Our theme for the course is worldviews, examining both the origins and 

development of cultural traditions as well as their spread and encounters with others.  In 

particular, we will read selections in translation from a wide array of primary source 

literature, first to see how various people groups thought about the world, their place in it, 

and found meaning in their own histories; and second to see how people, goods, and ideas 

move around the world, interact with each other, and the changes that occur through these 

encounters. 

 

 The course objectives (Student Learning Outcomes) are:   

 1)  Learn to think historically and cross-culturally while studying distinct cultural 

identities and their interactions with one another;  

 2) Understand how to make the past meaningful by engaging other worldviews 

with historical empathy; and  

 3) Develop university-level analytical skills in reading, thinking, and writing. 
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Class sessions are run seminar style:  students are expected to complete the reading 

before class and come prepared to discuss the primary source selections assigned for each 

chapter.  Grading is based on essay exams, thought papers, and oral participation in class. 

Required Texts: 

 Jerry H. Bentley, Herbert F. Ziegler, and Heather E. Streets-Salter, Traditions and 

Encounters: A Global Perspective on the Past, Vol. 1, 6th ed.  (McGraw-Hill, 2015).   

 Primary source readings, uploaded to Laulima. 

 

 

HIST 162A World Cultures in Perspective  

Foundations: FGB  Njoroge, Njoroge   

Content: 

This course surveys world history from 1500 to the present. Increasingly we are told that 

we live in a global world, however, “globalization” is not a new phenomenon. This course 

will examine the roots of globalization and the large-scale social and political processes 

that have shaped the modern world. The focus of the course will be to trace the 

emergence of the interdependence between world regions and global interactions across 

time and space, interrogating the social, cultural, political, demographic and ecological 

implications of this history. The course will move thematically through issues of conquest 

and colonization, slavery and the birth of capitalism, European expansion and the rise of 

the nation state, racism and colonialism, imperialism and the modern world system. 

Paying close attention to the changing dynamics of ethnicity, gender, class and culture we 

will examine revolution (social, political, and scientific), resistance, traditions and 

encounters to develop an historical understanding of the making of the modern world. 

Requirements: 

To be announced. 

Required Texts: 

 To be announced. 

 

 

HIST 232 History of Modern Europe, 1789 – present 

(Modern European Civilization, 1800-) 

Focus: WI Matteson, Kieko  

Content: 

Focusing on major developments in politics, economics, culture, and society, this course 

surveys the events and trends that have transformed Europe from the French Revolution 

to the present, including industrialization, nationalism, imperialism, women’s suffrage 

and labor movements, environmental change, World War I and II, the Holocaust, the Cold 
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War, and the establishment of the European Union. Diverse readings and assignments 

include speeches, poetry, diplomatic correspondence, novels, and film. In recognition of 

the 100th and 75th anniversaries (in 2014) of the start of World War I and World War II, 

respectively, as well as rising threats of terrorism, economic instability, and isolationism 

in Europe, this year’s readings emphasize themes of war, displacement, unrest, individual 

agency, and the ethics of political choices in times of crisis. Will Europe as a political, 

economic, and humanistic ideal survive? 

Requirements: 

Quizzes, reading responses, two essays, final exam, plus presentation and blog post. 

Required Texts: 

 Erich Maria Remarque, All Quiet on the Western Front (Ballantine; Reissue ed. 1987) 
 Vercors, The Silence of the Sea (1942) 
 Jan T. Gross, Neighbors: The Destruction of the Jewish Community in Jedwabne, Poland 

 

 

HIST 281 Introduction to American History (to 1865) 

Focus: WI  Kraft, James  

Content: 

This course, offered online, is a broad survey of major patterns and trends in American 

history from colonial times to 1865.  It addresses a host of important questions about the 

nation’s past.  It asks, for example, how slavery could have arisen in a place where people 

were dedicated to principles of human liberty and dignity, and how a strong national 

government could have emerged at a time when so many people believed in the 

sovereignty of individual states.  The course also asks questions about working class 

protests, social reform movements, the Civil War, and more. 

Requirements: 

Weekly online discussions; several short papers on assigned readings; 2 examinations. 

Required Texts: 

 Tindall & Shi, America: A Narrative History, Vol. 1 

 The Norton Mix: American History, Historical Documents to 1865 

 

 

HIST 282 Introduction to American History 

 Njoroge, Njoroge  

Content: 

This course is an introductory survey course of United States history from the end of the 

Civil War to the present. Focusing in particular on the interplay between economic and 

cultural transformations, we will examine the shifting, and often divergent, conceptions 

of an “American” national identity and the attendant political struggles over citizenship, 
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the market economy and distinctions based on race, class, gender and national origin. The 

course seeks to broaden students’ conception of US history through a rigorous 

engagement with primary documents and a particular attentiveness to interpretations and 

perspectives that challenge conventional wisdom and demonstrate the diversity of 

experiences in the nation’s history. 

 

Topics will include: Indian wars and imperial expansion, the transition from slave to free 

labor, corporate consolidation and the rise of consumer capitalism, the politics of 

immigration, and the interplay between domestic struggles for civil and economic rights 

and international relations. 

Requirements: 

To be announced. 

Required Texts: 

 To be announced. 

 

 

HIST 284 History of the Hawaiian Islands  

 Rosa, John   

Content: 

Survey of state and local history from Polynesian chiefdoms to Hawaiian Kingdom to 

American territory and state. 

Requirements: 

To be announced. 

Required Texts: 

 Malo, Hawaiian Antiquities: Mo‘olelo Hawai‘i 

 Mullins, Hawaiian Journey (New Edition) 

 Day & Stroven, eds., A Hawaiian Reader, Volume 1 

 Kodama-Nishimoto, Nishimoto, & Oshiro, eds., Talking Hawai‘i’s Story: Oral Histories 

of an Island People   

 

 

HIST 296 Topics in History: Drugs, Crime, & Society 

 Reiss, Suzanna  

Content: 

People’s desire for drugs helped fuel the rise of the modern world economy, even while it 

justified labeling some people, institutions, behaviors, and economic practices, as 

criminal. This course is oriented around “drugs” and “crime” as historical categories of 

analysis, and is designed to introduce students to the art and methods of historical inquiry.  
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We will consider the value and meaning of drugs and crime in relation to European and 

American imperial expansion, consumer culture and capitalism, plantation and industrial 

labor regimes, racial, ethnic, national, and anti-colonial conflicts, pharmaceutical 

research, policing and incarceration, the Cold War and contemporary debates. 

  

A primary goal of this course is for students to develop reading, writing and oral 

communications skills that will assist them in future coursework, and to develop a critical 

understanding of the historical issues of enduring relevance to the issues of drugs and 

crime in society today. 

Requirements: 

To be announced. 

Required Texts: 

 David T. Courtwright, Forces of Habit: Drugs and the Making of the Modern World 

 Doris Marie Provine, Unequal Under Law: Race in the War on Drugs 

 

 

HIST 301 /  IP 300 History of Early India 

 Knutson, Jesse  

Content: 

Please contact the Department of Indo-Pacific Languages (hip@hawaii.edu). 

 

 

HIST 311 History of China 

 Davis, Edward  

Content: 

History 311 will introduce the student to the history of China from the Neolithic through 

the middle of the Ming Dynasty (c. 1600). The lectures will focus on institutional, 

cultural, and social history. Requirements for the course include a take-home mid-term, a 

final, and perhaps several one-page papers. Class time, although predominantly lecture, 

will be devoted on occasion to discussion of the readings. Attendance and participation 

are therefore encouraged and will be taken into account in assigning a final grade. The 

week’s reading assignments should be completed by each Friday.  

 

The readings, lectures, discussions, and exams are all designed to teach the student how 

to understand pre-modern Chinese texts, identify their cultural assumptions, and use them 

to reconstruct interpretative narratives of Chinese history.  History, while ostensibly about 

“what happened”, always involves an interpretive transaction between you and another 

(person, culture, text) and a narrative transaction between the present (your time) and the 

past (another’s time.) 
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Requirements: 

To be announced. 

Required Texts: 

 To be announced. 

 

 

HIST 321 History of Japan 

 Kameda-Madar, Kazuko  

Content: 

This course examines history of Japan from earliest times to 1700. Tradition in Japan is at 

times mystified due to unfamiliarity with languages, cultures, history and geography.  In 

this course, I will provide a firm grounding of history of Japan through examination of a 

wide range of texts and other cultural productions. Through sociopolitical analysis, this 

course aims to familiarize students with Japanese culture through a critical study of how 

the traditional forms are represented.  Questions I hope my students will pose and debate 

are:  Where the mystery comes from?  Traditions are really old?  What is classic?  Who 

makes it?  How it affects us?  The class-oriented idea of “classicism” is, of course, not 

neutral but a complex and powerful ideological construct.  Hence, this course reconsiders 

the common definition of “classicism” as a core of transcendent and universal ideals.  

Instead, it will suggest many “classicisms” that are constantly invented and reinvented in 

order to satisfy social, political and economic circumstances. 

Requirements: 

Class attendance and participation; midterm and final exam; term paper. 

Required Texts: 

 Paul Varley, Japanese Culture, Fourth Edition 

 Murasaki Shikibu, The Tale of Genji 

 Ihara Saikaku, Five Women Who Loved Love: Amorous Tales from 17th-century Japan 

 

 

HIST 327 History of Premodern Korea 

 Kim, Cheehyung Harrison  

Content: 

This course examines the historical construction of land, nation, and culture known as 

Korea. We begin in the prehistoric times and conclude in the 15th century. The various 

kingdoms and dynasties include Goguryeo, Baekje, Silla, Goryeo, and Joseon. Famous 

queens (Seondeok), kings (Sejong), and generals (Yi Sunsin) are discussed along with 

mythologies (Dangun), but just as important is the life of ordinary people. Crucial to our 

historical understanding are transnational connections with civilizations on the continent 

and across the sea, including the places that are known today as China, Japan, Vietnam, 



10 
 

and India. Another important theme is materiality: technologies, commodities, and labor 

related to transforming the world. No prerequisites necessary. 

Requirements: 

Assignments include response papers, midterm exam, final paper, and class presentation. 

Required Texts: 

 All readings available in pdf. 

 

 

HIST 331 Ancient Greece I 

Focus: O Schwartz, Saundra  

Content: 

This course will focus on the study of Greek civilization from the collapse of the Bronze 

Age until the end of the Peloponnesian war. This was a formative period in political 

history, as independent city-states throughout the Aegean, Black, and Mediterranean Seas 

created guidelines for how communities could live together, and fight together in ongoing 

wars against their neighbors. We will use a variety of primary source readings to 

understand how the Greeks, and especially the Athenians, understood themselves, others, 

and their place in the world.  

 

In order to bring this complex and fluid period to life, students will participate in The 

Threshold of Democracy: Athens in 403 B.C., a historical simulation game from 

“Reacting to the Past” (http://reacting.barnard.edu). 

Requirements: 

One quiz, two tests, two short papers, two oral presentations, final, and class 

participation. 

Required Readings: 

 Buckley, Aspects of Greek History, 750-323 BC 

 Ober, Norman, and Carnes, The Threshold of Democracy: Athens in 403 B.C. 

 Aeschylus, Persians 

 Aristophanes, Acharnians, Lysistrata, Clouds 

 Strassler (ed.), The Landmark Thucydides: A Comprehensive Guide to the Peloponnesian 

War 

 

 

HIST 335 Europe in the Early Middle Ages  

Focus: WI Jolly, Karen  

Content: 

The purpose of this course is to introduce you to the formative years of European 

http://reacting.barnard.edu/
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societies and to develop your historical thinking skills through the study of primary 

source materials. We will examine the diverse elements that combined to make medieval 

Europe distinctive: Graeco-Roman cultures of the Mediterranean; Judeo-Christian 

traditions of the ancient Near East; Celtic, Germanic, and Scandinavian cultures in 

western Europe; Russian, Slavic, and Magyar cultures in eastern Europe; and the 

influences of Byzantine and Islamic civilizations.  

 

This course is writing intensive, which means we will work on “writing to learn” as well 

as “learning to write.”  We will use in-class and online writing exercises to help you 

develop your historical thinking.  The four papers “snowball,” increasing in complexity 

and value as you build your analytical writing skills.  Because this is a “flipped 

classroom,” students must come prepared to engage with the materials and each other 

rather than listen to a lecture.   

Requirements: 

4 thought papers, midterm, final exam, class participation 

Required Texts: 

 Barbara H. Rosenwein, A Short History of the Middle Ages, 4th ed. (University of 

Toronto Press, 2014).  

 Barbara H. Rosenwein, Reading the Middle Ages: Sources from Europe, Byzantium, and 

the Islamic World, 2nd ed. (University of Toronto Press, 2014).  

 Beowulf: An Illustrated Edition, trans. Seamus Heaney with introduction by John D. Niles 

(Norton, 2007). 

 

 

HIST 340 / ECON 341 Comparative Economic History 

 Hoffenberg, Peter  

Content: 

History 340/Economics 341 introduces students to some of the many relationships 

between History and Economics by focusing on a series of modern case-studies. We will 

study (1) the history of capitalism and its alternatives; (2) industrialization through the 

ages in different nations and societies; (3) The U.S. “War on Poverty” in the 1960s and 

1970s; (4) the life, times and ideas of Adam Smith; (5) the Great Depression of the 1930s 

and (6) the ways in which famine, colonialism and poverty interacted in “The Third 

World,” circa 1900. We will highlight and explore for each of those topics the economic, 

political, intellectual and social questions at the core of comparative modern economic 

history, or what scholars often call “The Great Transformation.” Among those are: Why 

do societies and nations develop unequally? How did capitalism as an economic and 

social system arise, change and endure, often in the face of compelling alternatives? What 

do historians and economists consider to be the causes of the Great Depression and its 

lessons for contemporary economic policies? What can we learn from studying Adam 

Smith in the context of his own time and place, or Scotland in the second half of the 

eighteenth century? Did the American “War on Poverty” fail, succeed, or both, and why?  
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Requirements: 

 No examinations. 

 Four review and reflection essays of 3-4 pages on the four required texts.  

 Periodic open-note, open-book brief blue book responses to questions from the readings, 

lectures and discussions.  

 One final oral group project focusing on an economic history topic of the group members’ 

choice. 

Required Texts: 

 Joyce Appleby, The Relentless Revolution: A History of Capitalism 

 John Kenneth Galbraith, The Great Crash 1929 

 Michael Harrington, The Other America: Poverty in the United States 

 Peter N. Stearns, The Industrial Revolution in World History 

 

 

HIST 345 France in the Old Regime 

Focus: WI Lauzon, Matthew  

Content: 

This course will examine the characteristics that marked the old regime as distinct from 

the world the French Revolution created.  The course, however, will also take seriously 

Alexis de Toqueville’s famous suggestion that the seeds of European modernity were 

already being sown in the centuries before the Revolution.  The course therefore also will 

examine the period as one of significant historical changes.  Students will discuss major 

social, cultural, religious, political, and intellectual developments in western Europe from 

1500 to 1789.  The focus will be primarily on France but the course may occasionally 

draw comparisons and contrasts with Britain as an alternative old regime society. 

Requirements: 

To be announced. 

Required Texts: 

 To be announced.  

 

 

HIST 349 British Empire 

 Hoffenberg, Peter  

Content: 

History 349 traces the origins, growth and working of the modern British Empire, since 

around 1600, or so. We end with consideration of decolonization after 1945. Students are 

invited to consider British attitudes and policies – and the responses to those – in India, 

Ireland, Scotland, Egypt, Southern and Western Africa, North American, Australia, New 



13 
 

Zealand and the Caribbean. What were the continuities and discontinuities, similarities 

and differences across time and region? Among the specific historical topics addressed in 

our effort to answer that fundamental query are: the relationships between economics and 

imperialism, white-settler societies and cultures, relations among social classes and racial 

groups, colonial rebellions and nationalisms, the domestic impacts of imperialism and the 

legacies of the Empire after the Second World War. 

Requirements: 

 No examinations. 

 One 5 pp essay comparing and contrasting materials by and about George Orwell and 

Rudyard Kipling. 

 One in-class group project addressing one of the more common historical questions about 

the history of the British Empire.  

 One 3 pp review and reflection essay on The Great Hunger in light of “The Damnable 

Question” of English-Irish relations. 

 One in-class open-note, open-book essay discussing one passage from A Passage to 

India.  

 Periodic open-note, open-book brief blue book questions. 

Required Texts: 

 T. O. Lloyd, The British Empire, 1558-1995 

 Cecil Woodham-Smith, The Great Hunger, 1845-1849 

 E. M. Forster, A Passage to India 

 

 

HIST 356 Survey of African History  

 Chappell, David   

Content: 

This survey examines the history of Africa from ancient times to the present: the rise of 

indigenous civilizations, Muslim and European impact, the slave trade, colonialism and 

nationalism, and current issues. (Note: History 151-152 are recommended but not 

required prerequisites). 

Requirements: 

To be announced. 

Required Texts: 

 Shillington, History of Africa 

 Niane, Sundiata: An Epic of Old Mali 
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HIST 373/AMST 343 American Thought & Culture: to 20th C. 

Focus: WI Rapson, Richard   

Content: 

This description includes both halves of the yearlong sequence of History 373-374 

(American Studies 343-344), though each course stands on its own and may be taken 

separately. The courses attempt to define the “climates of opinion” in America at 

different stages of our past. Consequently a wide range of material is dealt with, the 

intellectual aim being synthesis. An attempt is made to maximize the possibilities of 

discussion. Students can expect to attend lectures, hear music, watch movies, participate 

in several small discussion groups, etc. The first semester (373) moves from European 

antecedents of colonization to the early years of the 20th century. The second semester 

(374) concentrates on the more recent period. Students may take either semester, or they 

may take both in any sequence. Opportunities are offered for the student to fulfill the 

requirements of the course in a wide variety of ways. The course carries graduate credit, 

and is limited to 20 students. 

Requirements: 

Papers and book reports. No exams. 

Required Texts: 

 Gail Collins, America’s Women: Four Hundred Years of Dolls, Drudges, Helpmates and 

Heroines 

 E.L. Doctorow, Ragtime 

 Roderick Nash, From These Beginnings, Volume 1 

 Arthur Schlesinger, The Disuniting of America: Reflections on a Multicultural Society 

 Richard Rapson, Magical Thinking and the Decline of America 

 

 

HIST 374/AMST 344 American Thought & Culture: 20th C. 

Focus: WI Rapson, Richard   

Content: 

This description includes both halves of the yearlong sequence of History 373-374 

(American Studies 343-344), though each course stands on its own and may be taken 

separately. The courses attempt to define the “climates of opinion” in America at 

different stages of our past. Consequently a wide range of material is dealt with, the 

intellectual aim being synthesis. An attempt is made to maximize the possibilities of 

discussion. Students can expect to attend lectures, hear music, watch movies, participate 

in several small discussion groups, etc. The first semester (373) moves from European 

antecedents of colonization to the early years of the 20th century. The second semester 

(374) concentrates on the more recent period. Students may take either semester, or they 

may take both in any sequence. Opportunities are offered for the student to fulfill the 

requirements of the course in a wide variety of ways. The course carries graduate credit, 
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and is limited to 20 students. 

Requirements: 

Papers and book reports. No exams. 

Required Texts: 

 Art Spiegelman, Maus: A Survivor’s Tale: My Father Bleeds History and Here My 

Trouble Begins (The Complete Maus) 

 Alvin Toffler, The Third Wave 

 Richard Rapson, Magical Thinking and the Decline of America 

 Gail Collins, When Everything Changed: The Amazing Journey of American Women from 

1960 to the Present 

 Robert Heilbroner, An Inquiry into the Human Prospect 

 Roderick Nash, From These Beginnings, Volume 2 

 

 

HIST 396B Historical Theories and Methods  

Focus: WI Brown, Shana   

Content: 

This course is the first part of the capstone experience for History majors, and the lead-up 

to writing a history senior thesis (HIST 496). This course lays the groundwork for your 

independent research project by helping you to better understand the discipline of History. 

  

There are two main components to this better understanding. The first is the “history of 

History,” or how the discipline has developed over time, which helps us understand our 

own choices as scholars. The second component is to understand the different methods, 

sources, and tools of analysis that historians use today. These include perspectives like 

social history, gender history, history of material culture, and visual history. Learning 

about different approaches helps us gain a more creative, flexible, and practical toolkit for 

our own research projects. 

  

You will finish the semester looking ahead towards HIST 496. Your final assignment for 

HIST 396B will be to write a prospectus and develop a bibliography of both primary 

historical sources and secondary literature on a topic of your choice, developed in 

consultation with me. This will enable you to hit the ground running in the second half of 

the capstone experience. 

Requirements: 

By the end of the semester, you should be able to answer the following questions (student 

learning outcomes): 

 What are some principle ways in which History has evolved as a discipline? 

 What are some of the most important methods that have worked for historians in 

the past? How might they remain useful? 
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 What are primary sources and how can we interpret them in original research? 

 What are secondary sources and how do we use them in historical writing? 

How do we find research topics and craft an approach to writing a history thesis? 

Required Texts: 

 To be announced. 

 

 

HIST 396B Historical Theories and Methods 

Focus: WI Lauzon, Matthew  

Content: 

HIST 396B is an introduction to the study of history as historiography (the history of 

historical writing), historical theories (philosophy of history), and practical methods (how 

recent historians approach their subject).  It is designed to introduce students to a wide 

variety of both ideas about history and historians’ approaches.  It will also give students 

practice in the analysis of historical sources and researching and writing historical papers.  

There will be a combination of lecturing by the instructor and class discussion and 

independent work by each student. 

Requirements: 

To be announced. 

Required Texts: 

 Brundage, Going to the Sources: A Guide to Historical Research and Writing 

 Howell & Prevenier, From Reliable Sources: An Introduction to Historical Methods 

 

 

HIST 400 Digital History in the Global Village 

 Rath, Richard  

Content: 

Marshall McLuhan famously observed that communication networks with global reach 

and near-instantaneous speeds were collapsing both time and space to turn the world into 

a “Global Village.” Digital innovations from personal computers to smart phones and 

word processors to WhatsApp have created new interconnected media that have 

massively accelerated this trend. The localization of the world, however, has been neither 

even nor equitable. Some people and places have benefitted at the expense of others 

while putting up a front of revolutionary advancement for everyone. The Global Village 

in the Digital Age has involved not only flows of ideas across the world, but flows of 

bodies as well, as IT sector has tapped into transnational patterns of labor migration. In 

this course we will uncover the historical foundations of the global village and track its 

uneven development over the past seven decades along with its deeper historical roots. 

 

We will learn this history by “doing” digital history using free and open source software 
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and media. Coders are welcome, but no special computing skills are required beyond an 

adventurous spirit.  

Requirements: 

To be announced in class. 

Required Texts: 

All of the reading will be available electronically and open access where possible, 

keeping costs to a minimum. 

 

 

HIST 401 History of the Indian Ocean World 

Focus: WI Bertz, Ned  

Content: 

This upper-level collaborative seminar will revolve around the idea that the Indian Ocean 

world, through interactions and imagination, constitutes a coherent unit of historical 

analysis.  The class will examine the Indian Ocean world through the sweep of global 

history, sailing across time in a thematic fashion.  We will focus on the western Indian 

Ocean and how contacts between places like India, Arabia, and eastern Africa have 

shaped the lives of people who live near the sea and whose existence is affected by the 

rhythms of the monsoon.  Topics to be covered include the role of religion and especially 

Islam in connecting the region; the collision between indigenous structures and the 

intrusion of European imperialism; the lives of individual actors such as slaves, sailors, 

pirates, merchants, and women; port towns as nodes of cosmopolitan contact; travel, 

trade, and the scattering of Indian, Arab, and African diasporas around the oceanic rim; 

literature, film, and other aspects of Indian Ocean world cultures; nationalism, race, and 

identity; sexuality and gender; and, finally, nation-states and globalization in the future of 

the Indian Ocean world.  

Requirements: 

To be announced in class. 

Required Texts: 

 Pearson, The Indian Ocean 

 Ghosh, In an Antique Land 

 Vassanji, The In-Between World of Vikram Lall 

 

 

HIST 406 / ASAN 406 Modern Philippines  

 Lanzona, Vina   

Content: 

During the mid-to-late nineteenth century, Philippine society underwent dramatic 
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economic, political and cultural transformations.  While the beginning of the Spanish 

colonial period caused massive conversions of the populace, the later period opened up 

the Philippines to the world market.  The end of the Spanish and Philippine-American 

wars paved the way for three decades of U.S. colonialism in the country.  Philippine 

hopes for independence were shattered with the brief Japanese occupation.  The postwar 

period was a time for reconstruction, nation-building and revolution.   

 

This course traces the development of Philippine history and society from the end of the 

nineteenth century to the present. We will explore the beginning, ending and the enduring 

legacies of Hispanization in the Philippines through the important works of Jose Rizal. 

By examining primary source documents, we will closely examine race and empire as 

U.S. colonialism transformed Philippine political and cultural institutions. World War II 

brought in what was considered the “darkest years” of Philippine history and we will 

rediscover the horrors of war, the promise of liberation, and the postwar realities of 

reconstruction and revolution. Finally, we’ll attempt to understand the “Martial Law” 

period and its enduring legacies. Through themes such as colonialism, religion, 

nationalism, revolution and resistance, and the state and civil society, we hope to gain a 

better understanding of the challenges facing contemporary Philippine society. 

Requirements: 

To be announced. 

Required Texts: 

 Rizal, Noli Me Tangere 

 

 

HIST 411 Local History of Late Imperial China 

Focus: WI Wang, Wensheng  

Content: 

This upper division course provides a broad survey of Chinese local history over the long 

period from the Tang-Song transition (ca. 800) to the collapse of Qing rule (1911). The 

focus will be on the late imperial period (1550-1911)—from mid-Ming to the end of Qing 

dynasties. Major topics include family and lineage structure, gender roles, patterns of 

work and leisure, religious activities and their meanings, class relations, changes in basic 

demographic patterns (birth and death rates, migration, marriage patterns, etc.), patterns 

of violence, protest movements, and relations among different ethnic groups. Students 

will focus on the bottom-up studies of local society and gain some basic understanding of 

this dominant approach to Chinese history. 

Requirements: 

To be announced. 

Required Texts: 

 Brook, The Confusions of Pleasure: Commerce and Culture in Ming China 
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 Mann, Precious Records: Women in China’s Long Eighteenth Century 

 Kuhn, Soulstealers: the Chinese Sorcery Scare of 1768 

 

 

HIST 422 Tokugawa Japan  

 McNally, Mark  

Content: 

This course covers Japanese history from the middle of the 16th century to 1868. The 

emphasis will be on the Edo or Tokugawa period (1603-1867). This course will cover all 

major facets of Japan’s history for this period, with an emphasis on cultural, economic, 

social, political, and intellectual aspects of change.  

Requirements: 

All readings; 29 Daily Responses; 16 Weekly Reflections; a midterm exam; a final exam. 

Required Texts: 

 Ikegami, Bonds of Civility 

 McNally, Proving the Way 

 Totman, Early Modern Japan 

 Tsunoda, et al., Sources of Japanese Tradition, vol. 2 

   NOTE: Course readings will be available through Laulima – no books for purchase. 

 

 

HIST 429 War Crimes Trials in Asia 

Focus: WI Totani, Yuma  

Content: 

The fact that the Allied Powers at the war’s end held the trials of German war criminals at 

the International Military Tribunal at Nuremberg (1945-1946) and the twelve Subsequent 

Proceedings at the Nuremberg Military Tribunal (1946-1949) may be well known. 

Perhaps less publicized but hardly less important are the trials of Japanese war criminals 

at the International Military Tribunal for the Far East (1946-1948) and more than 2,240 

trials that the Allied authorities concurrently held across the former theaters of war in 

Asia and the Pacific region (1945-1951). What were the facts established at these Far 

Eastern war crimes proceedings? To what extent did these trials help address the question 

of accountability? This course will examine some of the landmark cases that arise from 

the post-WWII Allied war crimes program in the Asia-Pacific region, assess their 

historical, legal, and jurisprudential legacies, and consider their present-day relevance to 

our understanding of international justice, the issues of accountability, and regional 

security in Asia and the Pacific in the twenty-first century. 

Requirements: 

 Original research paper (6,000-8,000 words in length). 



20 
 

 Regular participation in class discussions. 

Required Texts: 

 Excerpts from the trial records and select materials from secondary literature in digital 

format will be provided via Laulima. 

 A. Frank Reel, The Case of General Yamashita 

 Yuma Totani, Justice in Asia and the Pacific Region, 1945-1952: Allied War Crimes 

Prosecutions [Optional] 

 Yuma Totani, The Tokyo War Crimes Trial: The Pursuit of Justice in the Wake of World 

War II [Optional] 

 Lord Russell of Liverpool, The Knights of Bushido [Optional] 

 

 

HIST 436 World Environmental History 

Focus: WI Matteson, Kieko  

Content: 

This course explores the interaction between human societies and the natural world from 

the early modern era of migration and discovery to our present ecological crises. Drawing 

on a wide range of recent writing on Asia, Africa, the Americas, Oceania, and Europe, the 

course will examine the social, political, economic, and cultural forces at work in 

humans’ adaptation to and transformation of the environment. Topics include early global 

exploration; invader species and biotic exchange; industrialization and urbanization; 

natural resources, science, and technology; environmental activism; the ecological impact 

of war, and many other issues.  

 

Students will hone their critical thinking and analytical skills and gain insight into leading 

trends in the field of environmental history as well as current debates concerning the 

environment. They will gain proficiency in working with primary sources and also 

develop their expository and free-writing skills through the creation of a ‘naturalist’s 

notebook’ and other assignments. 

Requirements: 

Reading responses, natural history notebook, discussion leadership, researched guest blog 

Required Texts: 

 John McNeill and Alan Roe, eds., Global Environmental History: An Introductory 

Reader 
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HIST 450 Topics in African History: Colonialism & Nationalism in the 

Making of Modern Africa 

 Bertz, Ned  

Content: 

This course will consist of four case studies designed to introduce students to the critical 

themes of colonialism and nationalism in the making of modern Africa.   

 

We will open with a look at East Africa’s fabled Swahili coast as it transitioned from a 

pre-colonial, transregional society to one bounded by European empires.  Next, we will 

survey the turbulent history of South Africa across the twentieth century, including the 

dark days of apartheid and Nelson Mandela's stunning emergence as a global icon of 

democracy.   

 

Our third case study will be a more narrow focus on Kenya in the period of late 

colonialism and triumphant African nationalism, involving the Mau Mau guerilla war and 

the brutal colonial response, leading to the heady days of independence as they passed 

into bitter disillusionment.  We will end by trying to understand the seemingly 

unfathomable violence during the genocide in Rwanda as a legacy of both colonialism 

and nationalism, while studying the country’s healing as a potential basis of hope for the 

continent’s future.   

 

Each case study will feature literature, music, and film in addition to scholarly readings.   

Requirements: 

To be announced. 

Required Texts: 

 Parker, African History: A Very Short Introduction 

 Gurnah, Paradise 

 Thiong’o, A Grain of Wheat 

 Berger, South African in World History 

 

 

HIST 451D History & Literature: Asia/Pacific 

Moʻolelo Hawaiʻi: Hawaiian History & Literature 

 Arista, Noelani  

Content: 

This is a class for students who are seeking to build skills in reading, interpreting, and 

enjoying moʻolelo Hawaiʻi: Hawaiian history and literature. 

 

Together the class will read and discuss a significant portion of Ruling Chiefs (Ke Kumu 

Aupuni), along with stories of chiefly manō (sharks) and lawaiʻa (fishermen), ke keiki 

hoʻopāpā, Kamapuaʻa, Hiʻiaka and Pele, The Wind Gourd of Laʻamaomao, and 
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Kaluaikoʻolau. We will focus on understanding literary and chant genres, values and 

themes, kaona, and identifying and interpretating Hawaiian oral forms which make up 

Moʻo ʻōlelo. While focusing on the Hawaiian past, we will also find time to consider the 

uses of history for the present and for framing the future. How does moʻolelo Hawaiʻi 

shape our own performances and practice as students, as members of the kaiāulu 

(community), as cultural leaders, critics, writers, artists, researchers and historians? 

Requirements: 

To be announced. 

Required Texts: 

 Manu, Hawaiian Fishing Traditions 

 Kameʻeleihiwa, He Moʻolelo Kaʻao o Kamapuaʻa: A Legendary Tradition of Kamapuaʻa, 

The Hawaiian Pig-God 

 Kamakau, Ruling Chiefs of Hawaiʻi 

 Frazier, The True Story of Kaluaikoolau: As Told by His Wife, Piilani 

 Te Punga Somerville, Once Were Pacific: Māori Connections to Oceania 

 

 

HIST 458 The American Revolution 

 Daniel, Marcus  

Content: 

This course explores the origins, development and consequences of the American 

Revolution. By the middle of the eighteenth century, a complex, polyglot, creole society 

had emerged along the eastern seaboard of colonial British North America. In the thriving 

port cities of Boston, New York, Philadelphia and Charleston, wealthy merchants and 

artisans worked in a vigorous and highly commercialized urban economy with 

increasingly sharp divisions of wealth and status. In the rural north and mid-Atlantic, 

small commercial farmers produced for a rapidly expanding home market, while in the 

South planters used slave labor to produce commercial crops for a dynamic overseas 

market. All sectors of the economy were closely tied to the rhythms and cycles of the 

broader Atlantic economy, the slave trade and the plantation complex of the Caribbean 

and the South. In each region, capitalist economic transformation precipitated serious 

social and political tensions, and by the 1760’s a serious confrontation with British 

imperial power. The inability of the British imperial state to resolve this growing conflict 

paved the way for colonial political revolution and, eventually, political independence. 

The creation of a new North American nation: the United States of America, transformed 

a loosely governed, heterogeneous and ramshackle imperial order into an economically 

dynamic, expansionist and racially exclusive nation state with profound consequences for 

white settlers, black slaves and the indigenous inhabitants whom they displaced. Over the 

course of this semester we will explore the complex currents of change that shaped and 

reshaped American society during the eighteenth century, paying close attention to the 

relationship between slavery, empire, expansion and citizenship in both the American 

Revolution and the new American Republic. 
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Requirements: 

To be announced. 

Required Texts: 

 To be announced. 

 

 

HIST 467 American Television History 

 Henriksen, Margot  

Content: 

American Television History is a lecture and discussion course designed to familiarize 

students with the history and culture of American television, as well as with the general 

history of the United States after World War II. Issues to be addressed include: 

television’s absorption into American life; television’s shaping of American culture from 

its inception in the 1940s to the present; the content, character, and meaning of television 

programming, from situation comedies and dramas to documentaries, news broadcasts, 

and talk shows; television’s impact on American political culture and on war in Vietnam 

and the Persian Gulf; television’s showcasing of the gender and ethnic divisions in 

America; and the meaning of postmodernism and individual, democratic identity in the 

contemporary era of network and cable channel proliferation and in a time of ubiquitous 

reality television program. 

Requirements: 

Students are expected to complete extensive reading assignments as well as view and 

analyze several examples of significant television programs (e.g., I Love Lucy, The 

Addams Family, The X-Files, and The Simpsons). Written course requirements include 

four book assignments, in-class quizzes on the visual assignments, and one 

comprehensive final examination. 

Required Texts: 

 Paul A. Cantor, Gilligan Unbound: Pop Culture in the Age of Globalization 

 Thomas Doherty, Cold War, Cool Medium: Television, McCarthyism, and American 

Culture 

 Mathews, Kennedy and Nixon: The Rivalry that Shaped Postwar America 

 Levine, Wallowing in Sex: The New Sexual Culture of 1970s American Television 

 Jonathan Gray, Jeffrey Jones, and Ethan Thomspon, Satire TV: Politics and Comedy in 

the Post-Network Era 
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HIST 469 The Cold War 

Focus: WI Reiss, Suzanna  

Content: 

The Cold War animated global struggles involving politics, economics and culture across 

the second half of the twentieth century. In the aftermath of World War II, the United 

States and the Soviet Union squared off with competing economic ideologies and 

ambitions to extend their spheres of political influence. They did so in the midst of 

worldwide revolutionary challenges to imperialism, racism, and economic and political 

inequality. This course examines the history of cold war diplomatic confrontation 

between the US and the USSR, within the broader international context of a series of hot 

wars, nuclear tests, covert operations, economic development policies, cultural 

confrontations and struggles for political power in places as diverse as the Pacific islands, 

Germany, Guatemala, Cuba, Korea, Angola, France, Vietnam, Afghanistan, and Chile. We 

will consider how a “bipolar” confrontation unfolded in the context of an increasingly 

militant “Third World,” where nationalist decolonization movements challenged older 

models of North-South relations. Finally, the course examines how these global 

confrontations shaped and were shaped by cultural ideas, social movements, and political 

initiatives embedded in peoples’ lives at the local level. 

Requirements: 

To be announced. 

Required Texts: 

 Robert J. McMahon, The Cold War: A Very Short Introduction 

 Robert A. Jacobs, The Dragon’s Tail: Americans Face the Atomic Age 

 Nick Cullather, Secret History: The CIA’s Classified Account of Its Operations in 

Guatemala, 1952-1954 

 

 

HIST 474 The American West  

Focus: E Kraft, James   

Content: 

This course explores the historical development of the American West from its earliest 

societies to modern times. Although the course covers a wide range of topics and themes, 

it often focuses on the rise of new industries and the experiences of working people in 

those areas of enterprise. Students play an active role in the course by working in small 

groups to discuss assignments, especially the assigned documents and essays. 

Requirements: 

 To be announced. 

Required Texts: 

 Etulain, Beyond the Missouri 
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 Milner, Butler, and Lewis, Major Problems in the History of the American West 

 

 

HIST 481 Pacific Islands I  

Focus: HAP, WI Hanlon, David    

Content: 

In this course, we will survey Pacific Islands’ pasts from human beings’ first entry into 

the region to the beginnings of the colonial period. We will place particular emphasis on 

the themes of culture contact and cross-cultural encounters. Voyaging and settlement, 

environmental accommodations, first contacts with the Euro-American world, the death 

of Captain Cook, depopulation, gender relations, the introduction and spread of 

Christianity, the expansion of commerce, the Pacific labor trade, and efforts at political 

centralization in Tahiti, Tonga, Fiji, Samoa, and Aotearoa/New Zealand are among the 

topics to be considered. We will also pay strong attention to politics of representation and 

to more indigenous forms of historical knowledge and transmission. 

Requirements: 

 A mid-term exam, a final exam, and two book reviews. 

Required Texts: 

 Hunt & Lipo, The Statues that Walked 

 David Chappell, Double Ghosts 

 Patty O’Brien, The Pacific Muse 

 Epeli Hauʻofa, We are the Ocean 

 

 

HIST 483 United States in the Pacific  

Focus: WI Rosa, John     

Content: 

Growth of economic and political interests and policies. 

Requirements: 

 To be announced. 

Required Texts: 

 Rauzon, Isles of Amnesia: The History, Geography, and Restoration of America's 

Forgotten Pacific Islands 

 Winchester, Pacific: Silicon Chips and Surfboards, Coral Reefs and Atom Bombs, Brutal 

Dictators, Fading Empires, and the Coming Collision of the World's Superpowers 

 Shigematsu & Camacho (eds.), Militarized Currents: Toward a Decolonized Future in 

Asia and the Pacific 
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 Klieger, Moku o Loʻe: A History of Coconut Island 

 

 

HIST 484 The Hawaiian Kingdom 1819-1893  

 Arista, Noelani      

Content: 

This course focuses on the nineteenth century Hawaiian Kingdom and seeks to acquaint 

students with the methods and major substantive issues of Hawaiian history in the pre-

contact, pre-Kingdom, Kingdom, Overthrow periods. 

 

Classes focus on major events in Hawaiian history, and on the evolving (and often 

conflicting) ways historians have made sense of those events. Topics we will explore 

include Hawaiian conceptions and connections to ‘āina, the impact of contact and cultural 

exchange between Hawaiians, transients, and settlers, indigenous modes of preserving 

and practicing history, missionization and education, disease and the decline of the 

population, and the role of American imperialism in the overthrow of the Hawaiian 

nation. Major themes of the course include transforming modes of Hawaiian governance 

and chiefly authority in the nineteenth-century. 

 

A very important feature of this course is its emphasis on the proper use and 

understanding of key Hawaiian language terms and concepts as a first step towards 

considering the Hawaiian past. Much of the secondary historical literature written since 

the early twentieth-century to the present has not included the first hand words and 

writings of diverse peoples living in the nineteenth-century Hawaiian Kingdom, because 

much of what they wrote was preserved ma ka ʻōlelo Hawaiʻi: in the Hawaiian language. 

Requirements: 

 Papers, class discussion and analysis of assigned readings, and attendance are required. 

Required Texts: 

 Mary Lynn Rampolla, A Pocket Guide to Writing in History 

 Charles Hammatt, Ships, Furs and Sandalwood 

 Francis Frazier, trans., The true story of Kaluaikoolau by his wife Piilani 

 Marie Alohalani Brown, Facing the Spears of Change: The Life and Legacy of John Papa 

`Ī`ī 

 Noenoe K. Silva, The Power of the Steel-tipped Pen: Reconstructing Native Hawaiian 

Intellectual History 
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HIST 496B Senior Tutorial in History – U.S. 

Focus: WI Daniel, Marcus  

Content: 

Analysis of sources and evaluation of methods of historical writing. Research in U.S. 

history resulting in senior thesis of at least 25 pages based on primary and secondary 

sources. 

Requirements: 

To be announced. 

Required Texts: 

 To be announced. 

 

 

HIST 496D Senior Tutorial in History: Asia/Pacific  

Focus: WI Lanzona, Vina          

Content: 

Analysis of sources and evaluation of methods of historical writing. Students undertake a 

major research and writing project in field of special interest. Capstone course requires a 

20-25 page minimum final research paper.  

Requirements: 

To be announced.  

Required Texts: 

 To be announced.  
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GRADUATE COURSES 

 

 

HIST 602 Seminar in Historiography 

 Davis, Ned  

Content: 

History 602 (Historiography) will introduce the graduate student to trends in post World 

War II historiography, including the influence of the social sciences and literary criticism, 

of critical and cultural theory, of notions of power and discourse, of modernism, 

postmodernism, and globalization, of world history. Throughout, the nature of historical 

sources and historical interpretation, the relation between theory and practice, will be 

emphasized. Students will be asked to present one or more of the required readings for 

discussion, to fully participate in class discussions, and to write a final 10-20 page paper 

on a book – by an historian of their choice and in the field of their choice – that touches 

on the themes of this course.  

Requirements: 

To be announced. 

Required Texts: 

 To be announced. 

 

 

HIST 609 Seminar in World History  

 López Lázaro, Fabio   

Content: 

An historiographical introduction to transnational, world/global, and comparative history. 

Requirements: 

To be announced. 

Required Texts: 

 Antunes & Polónia, eds., Beyond Empires: Global, Self-Organizing, Cross-Imperial 

Networks, 1500-1800 

 

 

HIST 612 Ethnographic History 

 Hanlon, David  

Content: 

A reading seminar and critical inquiry into the ways in which historians have used culture 

and other anthropological concepts to think and write about the past. 
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Requirements: 

Weekly readings with written summaries of those readings. 

Required Texts: 

 Bourke, The Burning of Bridget Cleary 

 Brown, The Reaper's Garden 

 Butalia, The Other Side of Silence 

 Clendinnen, Ambivalent Conquests 

 Cohen, History in Three Keys 

 Diaz, Repositioning the Missionary 

 Lepore, The Name of War 

 Rosaldo, Culture and Truth 

 Wharton, The Painted King 

 Konkle, Writing Indian Nations 

 Weiner, Visible and Invisible Realms 

 Anderson, Imagined Communities 

 Walkowitz, City of Dreadful Delight 

 White, Memorializing Pearl Harbor: Unfinished Histories and the Work of Remembrance 

 

 

HIST 656 Topics in Southeast Asia 

 Kelley, Liam  

Content: 

This reading and research seminar will examine the history of Southeast Asia from 

roughly the late nineteenth century to the present. It will focus mainly on social, 

intellectual and cultural history, and will examine the myriad ways in which colonial 

practices and ideas of modernity interacted and transformed Southeast Asia in the 

nineteenth and twentieth centuries. It will then move on to examine some issues in post-

colonial Southeast Asian history. In the process, students will become familiar with a 

broad range of recent cutting-edge scholarship on modern Southeast Asian history. 

Requirements: 

To be announced. 

Required Texts: 

 To be announced. 
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HIST 661C Seminar in Chinese History: Middle 

 Wang, Wensheng  

Content: 

This course is an introductory graduate seminar on the history of middle and late imperial 

China, with a primary focus on the Ming-Qing dynasties. Its general goal is to examine 

what makes pre-modern Chinese history interesting through a survey of significant 

monographs and essays. The course is organized around a number of inter-related themes: 

(1) state-society relationship; (2) women, gender and family; (3) popular religion; (4) 

political economy and socioeconomic change; (5) regional migration and frontier 

experience; (6) social protest and peasant movements; (7) imperial politics, statecraft and 

political culture; (8) Confucian scholarship and intellectual change; (9) minority rule and 

ethnic identity; (10) population growth and environmental change; (11) regional and 

global contexts of late imperial Chinese history. 

Requirements: 

To be announced. 

Required Texts: 

 Brook, Confusions of Pleasure 

 Huang, 1587, A Year of No Significance 

 Elliott, The Manchu Way 

 Andrade, How Taiwan Became Chinese 

 Kuhn, Soulstealers 

 Elman, From Philosophy to Philology 

 Pomeranz, The Making of A Hinterland 

 Wang, White Lotus Rebels and South China Pirates 

 

 

HIST 665C Seminar in Japanese History: Early Modern (Ryūkyū/Okinawa) 

 McNally, Mark  

Content: 

This version of History 665C focuses on the histories of the Ryūkyū Kingdom and 

Okinawa Prefecture, covering eras that commonly fall within Japan’s early modern and 

modern eras (roughly 1600 to the present). We will survey some of the major themes for 

this period, as well as the main interpretations of scholars working primarily in the United 

States and Japan today. This course will emphasize the transition from Ryūkyū to 

Okinawa during this period by looking at four main sub-fields. In the area of political 

history, we will study the connections between Ryūkyū and both China and Japan, noting 

the conditions within which Ryūkyū came under the control of Japan, a control which 

culminated in the establishment of Okinawa Prefecture in 1879. In the area of intellectual 

history, we will study the perception of Ryūkyū among Japanese intellectuals and 
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government officials, and how these may or may not have influenced ideological 

justifications for Japanese hegemony. In addition, we will look at how Ryūkyūan elites 

viewed Japan and its influence over their kingdom. Social history is the third major area 

of focus for this course, specifically the formation of the Okinawan diaspora in the 

twentieth century. Finally, in the area of cultural history, we will examine the important 

cultural developments in Ryūkyū/Okinawa, focusing on the ways in which cultural 

institutions have formed under the influences of China and Japan, or how they have 

changed under those same influences. In addition to secondary readings, we will read 

selections from primary sources in Japanese/classical Chinese (kanbun). Depending on 

student interest and ability, we will read and translate (as a class) primary sources selected 

both by the instructor and also those chosen by the students. 

Requirements: 

To be announced. 

Required Texts: 

 Toby, State and Diplomacy in Early Modern Japan 

 Wigen, The Making of a Japanese Periphery, 1750-1920 

 Howell, Geographies of Identity in Nineteenth-Century Japan 

 Kerr, Okinawa: The History of an Island People 

 Smits, Visions of Ryukyu 

 Hein, Islands of Discontent 

 Akamine, The Ryukyu Kingdom: Cornerstone of Asia 

 Matsumura, The Limits of Okinawa 

 Rabson, The Okinawan Diaspora in Japan 

 Okinawa Prefectural Board of Education, The History and Culture of Okinawa 

 Nelson, Dancing with the Dead 

 Tanji, Myth, Protest, and Struggle in Okinawa 

 

 

HIST 670 Topics on the Asia-Pacific War 

 Totani, Yuma  

Content: 

Senshi sōsho (“The war history series”) is a 102-volume history of World War II in Asia 

and the Pacific as told from the Japanese perspective, published by the Japanese Defense 

Agency between 1966 and 1980. This series is of great interest to historians because not 

only does it offer the most authoritative account of Japanese grand strategy, war planning, 

and military operations but also because it delves deeply into problems of political 

leadership and of military command and control. The compilers of Senshi sōsho generally 

regard that the primary cause of Japan’s plunge into the self-destructive war in 1931-1945 

was the catastrophic failure of leadership. They have duly spent a significant portion of 

more than 50,000 printed pages on documenting what went wrong. This course delves 

into the history of the Senshi sōsho series, the substance of analyses, arguments, and 

factual findings made in the series, as well as other related Japanese historical studies of 
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the war, and the use of Senshi sōsho in the English- and Japanese-language scholarship in 

the past decades. 

 

The majority of the Japanese-language course materials have English translations, but 

some are available only in Japanese. Senshi sōsho itself is written in Japanese only, 

although small portions of the series have been translated into English. Those students 

who have an interest in taking this course, but whose proficiency in Japanese is either 

negligible or limited, are invited to contact the instructor in advance to make an 

arrangement for accommodation. 

Requirements: 

 Original research paper (approximately 10,000-12,000 words in length). 

 Regular participation in class discussions. 

Required Texts: 

 A selection of sources and secondary literature will be provided in digital format via 

Laulima. 

 

 

HIST 675B Seminar in Pacific History: South Pacific 

 Chappell, David  

Content: 

This graduate seminar will address selected topics and issues in the South Pacific 

(broadly defined as anywhere south of the Tropic of Cancer, thus including Micronesia 

and Hawaiʻi) from earliest times to the present. 

Requirements: 

To be announced. 

Required Texts: 

 Ranginui Walker; Ka Whawhai Tonu Matou: Struggle Without End 

 Nicholas Thomas; Entangled Objects: Exchange, Material Culture, and Colonialism in 

the Pacific 

 Eric Waddell; Jean-Marie Tjibaou: Witness to the World 

 David Hanlon; Remaking Micronesia 

 


