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The tables on the following pages include results from two sources.  
 
The first is the Hawaii Statewide public opinion policy survey conducted for the University of Hawaii Public Policy Center in 2017 by Market 
Trends Pacific, Inc.1 A total of 499 interviews about a range of public policy questions facing State of Hawaii residents was completed with 
randomly selected respondents in the four counties of Hawaii with an expected overall sampling precision of within plus or minus 4.39 
percentage points at the 95 percent confidence level. Interviews were weighted to match the 2016 county, age, and gender distributions for the 
State of Hawaii.  
 
The second is a telephone survey of Hawaii residents, Strategies for Energy Efficiencies in  Transportation (“SEET”), conducted in 2009 by 
Market Trends Pacific, Inc. for the Hawaii Energy Policy Forum, University of Hawaii at Mānoa,2 designed to measure consumer values, 
attitudes, behaviors, and preferences relating to energy use in ground transportation, including all existing modes of transportation as well as 
new technologies (e.g., electric vehicles) that may exist in the State of Hawaii in the near future. The representative sample of 1,536 adult 
residents in the four counties of the State had an overall sample precision of ± 3.2 percentage points. The results of the telephone survey were 
weighted to conform to population distributions for the respondent’s county of residence, age, and gender. 
 
While the 2017 survey focused on more general public policy questions and the 2009 survey addressed specific study questions in relation to 
energy use in ground transportation, in some cases they shed light on similar issues concerning energy use and transportation choices. These 
issues and the 2017 and 2009 resident responses to them are noted below.  
 
  

																																																													
1 Results from the Hawaii Statewide Public Opinion Policy Survey, Conducted for the University of Hawaii Public Policy Center, August 4, 2017 
2 Strategies for Energy Efficiencies in Transportation (“SEET”) for the Hawaii Energy Policy Forum, University of Hawaii at Mānoa, June 2010 
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Q2 Which are you willing to do to meet the state's goal to have 100% of our electricity come from renewables? 

 Total County 
Oahu Neighbor 

Isles 
Support higher taxes on fossil fuels to pay for renewable and energy 
efficient projects and programs 

Yes 38% 38% 40% 
No 49% 51% 47% 

Not sure / NA 12% 12% 13% 

Support paying higher utility rates to increase use of renewables and 
new technologies 

Yes 38% 39% 36% 
No 53% 52% 54% 
Not sure / NA 9% 9% 10% 

Reduce my use of fossil fuels such as turning off the lights and 
computers 

Yes 84% 83% 87% 
No 13% 14% 11% 
Not sure / NA 3% 3% 2% 

Use a fuel efficient vehicle Yes 77% 75% 82% 

No 18% 21% 11% 
Not sure / NA 5% 4% 7% 

Work from home Yes 67% 64% 74% 
No 28% 30% 21% 
Not sure / NA 5% 5% 4% 

Use public transportation instead of my own car Yes 55% 52% 61% 

No 41% 43% 36% 
Not sure / NA 4% 5% 3% 

Support building large renewable projects e.g. solar farms or wind 
turbines or geothermal 

Yes 77% 74% 83% 
No 18% 19% 14% 
Not sure / NA 6% 7% 3% 

Share my data on personal use to the utility company so it can 
manage our use of electricity 

Yes 50% 47% 57% 
No 41% 44% 35% 
Not sure / NA 9% 9% 8% 

Total  100% 100% 100% 

Base 499 347 152 

 
Responses to question 2 in this year's survey reveal that more than two-thirds (77%) of residents were willing to use a fuel-efficient vehicle to 
help meet the state's renewable energy goal, and 55% also professed willingness to use public transportation instead of their own car. 
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Table 28 from the 2009 SEET survey shows that more than one-third (35.8%) felt that the vehicle’s fuel economy was the most important 
factor governing their choice of a new vehicle.  
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Q3 Which of the following are you willing to do to address our transportation problems? 

 Total County 
Oahu Neighbor 

Isles 
Use the bus or other public transportation that is available 40% 39% 43% 
Walk instead of driving 28% 28% 28% 
Bike instead of driving 21% 18% 26% 
Support funding for driverless cars 14% 14% 15% 
Buy and use an electric vehicle or other fuel-efficient vehicle 28% 25% 35% 
Support higher tax on fuels to develop and bring in other renewable fuels 
such as hydrogen, biofuels, biodiesel, etc. 

14% 14% 16% 

Support funding to the state to bring in cheaper and cleaner fuels 21% 22% 20% 
None of the above/I don't think I can do anything 13% 14% 10% 
None of the above/I don’t believe there are transportation issues 1% 1% 2% 
Some other ways 1% 1% 0% 
Not sure / NA 9% 9% 8% 

Total  100% 100% 100% 

Base 499 347 152 
Percents add to more than 100 due to multiple mentions 
 
Answers to question 3 in the 2017 survey showed 40% willing to use public transportation as well as using other methods like walking and 
biking to address our community's transportation problems. In this survey 28% also said they were willing to consider buying and using an 
electric or other fuel-efficient vehicle. 
 

 
Table 29 from the 2009 survey in the 2011 report shows that almost two-thirds (65%) indicated that in the next three years they were very 
likely or somewhat likely to consider purchase or lease of a hybrid gas-electric vehicle as a fuel-saving measure. 
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Q5a What price of gasoline would motivate you to change your way of traveling to and from a 
place or destination? 

 Total County 
Oahu Neighbor 

Isles 
$3.00 per gallon 22% 21% 24% 
$3.50 per gallon 2% 2% 2% 
$4.00 per gallon 10% 11% 8% 
$4.50 per gallon 3% 3% 4% 
$5.00 per gallon 13% 13% 12% 
$6.00 per gallon 4% 3% 7% 
$8.00 per gallon 4% 4% 6% 
$10.00 per gallon 8% 9% 7% 

 No price change would motivate me to change 23% 22% 25% 

Not sure / NA 10% 12% 6% 
Total  100% 100% 100% 

Base 499 347 152 

 
Rising gas prices have been driving the interest in fuel economy over the past decade. Responses to question 5a in the 2017 survey reveals 
that the median gas price that would motivate residents to change their travel mode was between $4.00 and $4.50 a gallon.  
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Table 32 shows that in the 2009 survey, the median gas price that would motivate residents to change their travel mode was also between 
$4.00 and $4.50 a gallon. In recent years average gasoline prices in Hawaii and elsewhere in the United States have declined and this might 
be one reason why sensitivity to gas prices may not have increased.  
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Table 44 shows adjustments that people would or might have made in 2009 if the price of gas rose and stayed above $4.00 per gallon. 
Respondents were allowed multiple answers. The most popular action was to switch to a four-day workweek, if possible, which appealed to 
57.4% of all commuters. This action was followed in descending order of popularity by two others: (1) work from home more often using a 
computer to communicate (35.9%) and (2) use the bus or other public transportation (33.4%).  
 

 
 
Table 15 shows that over half (56.5%) said they undertook specific measures to cope with the higher prices in the 2009 SEET survey.  
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Table 16 shows that the most widely used way respondents coped with higher gas prices in the 2009 survey was combining errands in one trip 
(29.5%), followed by driving less (18.0%), joining a carpool or vanpool (15.1%), consolidating trips (9.0%), and walking instead of driving 
(8.3%).  
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Many residents said that these measures to cope with high gas prices persisted into the following year. Table 17 shows that an overwhelming 
majority (82.1%) of those who did one thing to cope with higher gas prices in 2008 reported that they were still doing that during the survey 
period in 2009, suggesting that people can change their transportation habits and patterns given substantially higher gas prices.  
 

Q4 What should the state and county government do to address our transportation problems? 

 Total County 
Oahu Neighbor 

Isles 
Spend tax dollars on more EV charging stations 17% 15% 20% 
Provide tax incentives for locally grown renewable fuels 27% 27% 27% 
Support use of autonomous or driverless cars 13% 14% 12% 
Improve the public transportation system 51% 49% 55% 
Develop a plan to eliminate fossil fuels in ground transportation by 2045 18% 18% 20% 
Invest in our harbors to bring in more cost competitive fuels 14% 14% 15% 
Tax fossil fuel vehicles 13% 13% 14% 
Invest in expanding/improving roads 29% 28% 30% 
None of the above/I don't think they can do anything 5% 6% 3% 
None of the above/I don’t believe there are transportation issues 0% 0% 0% 
Some other reason 2% 3% 1% 
Not sure / NA 12% 13% 10% 
Total  100% 100% 100% 

Base 499 347 152 
Percents add to more than 100 due to multiple mentions 
 
In the recent 2017 survey over half (51%) of residents said that government should improve public transportation in Hawaii in order to 
address our transportation problems.  
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Table 36 shows that in 2009 18.2% of persons statewide said they rode the bus the previous week.  
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In the 2009 survey resident suggestions for increasing bus ridership include more convenient bus stops (14.1%) and more frequent service 
(13.6%). However, over half (51.4%) said that nothing would persuade them to use the bus.  
 
	


