
FALL I, 2014 
 

ENVIRONMENT-RELATED 
 

*Ho‘oulu ‘Aina 
[For all levels] 
  Kokua Kalihi Valley Comprehensive Family Services (KKV) was formed by the Kalihi 
Valley community as a non-profit corporation in 1972, in response to the absence of 
accessible and appropriate health care services for the valley’s low-income, Asian and 
Pacific Island immigrant population. 
  We are pleased to offer opportunities for community gardening, reforestation, 
environmental education and the preservation of land-based cultural knowledge at 
Ho`oulu `Aina (the Kalihi Valley Nature Preserve).  In this “welcoming place of refuge for 
people of all cultures,” healing the land heals us as well.  Ho’oulu ‘Aina is flourishing 
under the enthusiasm and hard work of its staff and hundreds of community volunteers. 
  DUTIES:  Work in the garden – pull weeds/prepare garden for planting; Help in the 
kitchen to prepare meals; help with planting and clearing the forest.  (Waiver forms 
must be filled before volunteering.) 
 
 

*Lanikai Beach & Park Foundation 
[For Intemediate level and higher] 
  The Lanikai Association is a local organization which aims to enhance and protect the 
unique quality of life and character of our beachside community on the Windward side 
of Oahu.  We do this by managing and maintaining the Lanikai Park, one of the only 
community owned parks in the state, maintaining most of the beach right of ways, and 
exerting our influence.  The natural beauty and open space which Lanikai Association 
strives to preserve is also attractive to visitors who contribute to the economic base of 
Kailua, the city of which Lanikai is a part.  Part of why we have such nice water and 
beaches is because of our cooperation with the department of land and natural 
resources (DLNR). 
  The most important function of the Lanikai Association is the maintenance of the 
community park and its associated facilities which are frequently used by both young 
and old for soccer, softball, basketball, volleyball, and picnics.  The fenced children's 
playground area included swings, slides and other equipment.  The Lanikai park 
facilities can be rented to families and groups for birthday parties, weddings and other 
celebrations. 
  DUTIES: Help with conducting a beach survey of beachgoers & beach activities.  
(Application forms must be filled before volunteering.) 
 
 

*Monk Seal Foundation 
[For Intermediate level and higher] 



  The Monk Seal Foundation is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization dedicated to the 
preservation of the critically endangered Hawaiian Monk Seal.  We actively work with 
volunteers, government agencies, and other non-profits to both protect the monk seals 
and to engage and educate the public. 
  The Hawaiian monk seal is a species in crisis.  There are currently fewer than 1,200 seals 
remaining and their numbers continue to decline by 4% per year.  The challenges they 
face are numerous including shark predation, human disturbance and habituation, 
fishery interactions, habitat loss, entanglement in marine debris, infectious disease, and 
even intentional killings.  If the current population trends aren’t reversed, the population 
is expected to slip below 1,000 within the next few years. 
  Despite the many obstacles, there is hope.  With focused protection and conservation 
efforts, the monk seal can be saved.  Your support is urgently needed to help build the 
teams and programs that will save this very special species from extinction.   
  Duties: Help MSF count seals and keep records of them.  (Every student must attend a 
training session before helping out.)  (Waiver forms must be filled before volunteering.) 
 
 
 
  



MISCELLANEOUS 
 

*Aloha Harvest 
[For all levels] 
  Aloha Harvest is a non-profit organization that gathers quality, donated food and 
delivers it “free of charge” to social service agencies feeding the hungry in Hawai‘i.  This 
innovative concept first proved successful in New York City with the 1982 City Harvest 
project.  In 1999, the Hau‘oli Mau Loa Foundation asked founder, Helen ver Duin Palit, to 
study the feasibility of bringing the City Harvest concept to O‘ahu.  Based on discussions 
with potential food donors, recipients, and community leaders, her study concluded 
that the island definitely needed a reliable link between businesses that wanted to 
donate good, perishable food and social service agencies with clients to feed.  Thus, 
Aloha Harvest was established in November 1999 to fulfill this need. 
  DUTIES:  Help with shredding and labeling; label supplies (e.g. pans, cake boxes) and 
label cookbooks.  (Application forms must be filled before volunteering.) 
 
 

*River of Life Mission 
[For Intermediate level and higher] 
  The Mission is a faith-based 501(c)(3) non-profit organization feeding hundreds of 
hungry people daily who come from all walks of life.  We receive no state or federal 
funds.  Most of our income comes from contributions of individuals, churches and 
businesses.  Some funding comes from private foundations or grants.  We greatly 
appreciate the financial support and in-kind donations from our generous donors. 
  DUTIES: Help us put food on plates and serve the plates in the dining room /Help 
prepare food, cutting vegetables, making salads, cutting cakes/pies - put slices on 
plates.   
 
 

*Institute for Human Services [IHS] 
[For all levels] 
  The Institute for Human Services, Inc., is a comprehensive social services agency 
working to prevent and end homelessness in Hawaii.  We are a 501(C)3 – a private, non-
profit organization, that is solution oriented and positive outcome-driven.  Our mission is 
to provide “respite for those who are unsheltered and solutions that transform the lives 
of homeless and at-risk people.  ”Our vision is“ a community where everyone has a right 
to, and responsibility for safe, decent, and affordable housing.”  
  Our services begin when individuals and families enter the doors at one of our two 
service centers (single women and families with children enter at Kaaahi and single 
men enter at Sumner).  Our guests could be a person simply looking for a hot meal 
(which we serve three times daily, seven days a week, 365 days a year) or a place to 
take a hot shower.  Or, they could be a person or family in crisis who has nowhere to 
turn for a safe place to sleep and support. 
  Often, our guests have had life events (e.g., trauma or domestic violence; mental or 
physical illness; eviction related to a new landlord) or made choices (substance abuse; 
criminal convictions) that caused them to lose everything they possessed, and 
destroyed their circles of supportive relationships. 



  IHS remains the only 24-hour walk-in, emergency shelter on Oahu and continues to 
provide a full range of services to men, women, and families with children who are 
homeless or are in danger of becoming homeless.  The agency operates two facilities in 
Honolulu. The Sumner Service Center, located at 350 Sumner Street, is capable of 
housing up to 200 men each night, while the Kaaahi Service Center, located at 546 
Ka’aahi Street, serves up to 100 single women in addition to 23-27 families, which can 
include as many as 60 children. The agency strives to be ADA compliant and makes 
reasonable accommodations for people with disabilities. 
  Duties: Help serve meals at the shelters and/or help sort and stock the thrift shop [this 
includes clothing and household items.]  (Application forms must be filled before 
volunteering.) 
 
 
  



ACADEMIC-RELATED 
 

*Prince Johah Kuhio Elementary 
[For Intermediate level and higher] 
  (Message from principal)  We want our students to be truly educated.  We want them 
to be creative.  We want them to feel and know the joy of the arts.  We strongly believe 
that the arts are essential to a well-rounded, fully realized education which produces a 
well-rounded and fully realized human-being. 
  The arts and academics go hand-in-hand, as evidenced by the quality and volume of 
art works created by our students and the continuous academic growth reflected in our 
state test scores.  In Spring 2012, Kuhio students exceeded state benchmarks: Reading: 
77% (72% state target) Math: 74% (64% state target). This is no easy task.  Every year, our 
kindergarteners come with very minimal academic readiness skills.  As they go through 
the curriculum that Kuhio offers them, they grow academically and artfully. 
  Art is seen everywhere on our campus--from creative and lush landscaping, to walls 
lined with art throughout the school. The arts have a palpable presence felt by students 
and teachers. 
  Duties: Help with the school’s afternoon “Reading is Fun” program (for grades K-3 
students).  You will do work similar to a tutor – read story books to the elementary school 
students; help the students with their pronunciation, reading comprehension and 
fluency.  (Waiver forms must be filled out before volunteering.) 
 
 

HEALTH-RELATED 
 

*Hale Ola Kino  [Rehabilitation and Nursing Home Facility] 
[For Intermediate level and higher] 
  Hale Ola Kino features progressive rehabilitative and long-term care programs, as well 
as respite services.  Our highly trained, multi-disciplinary staff takes pride in meeting your 
specific needs.  We believe in providing the type of environment and the necessary 
assistance that will result in the greatest level of independence and happiness. 
  DUTIES: Help with activities and share conversations, interests and hobbies with the 
residents.  (Training information handouts must be read before volunteering.) 
 
 

*H.U.G.S. (Help, Understanding, & Group Support) 
[For Intermediate level and higher] 
  Founded in 1982, HUGS was the concept of a small group of volunteers who 
recognized the many challenges and stressors that families with seriously ill children 
face.  They dedicated themselves to establishing an agency that would provide 
support, compassion and aloha to keep these families together.  Initially called the 
“Center,” it was later named the Young People’s Support Center before becoming 
known as HUGS (Help, Understanding, & Group Support) in 1989.  Since its inception, 
HUGS has continued to grow in family numbers and services backed by a firm 
commitment that no family who qualifies will ever be turned away. HUGS is an entirely 
community supported agency through the Aloha United Way, fundraisers, grant, and 
generous donations throughout the years. 



  DUTIES:  To help clean, sanitize and maintain the children’s playground area.  (Waiver 
forms must be filled before volunteering.) 
 
 

*Leahi Hospital  [Skilled Nursing Facility] 
[For Intermediate level and higher] 
  Leahi Hospital has been providing quality care since 1901.  The goal of Leahi Hospital is 
to provide quality individual care and services.  Leahi Hospital is one of two facilities 
under Oahu Region within Hawaii Health Systems Corporation.  Hawaii Health Systems 
Corporation is made up of thirteen medical facilities within the State of Hawaii and 
together, these facilities provide a safety net of medical care for the people of Hawaii. 
  Leahi Hospital is Medicare and Medicaid certified and has 164 beds: 155 nursing home 
beds, dually certified as Skilled Nursing Facility (SNF) and Intermediate Care Facility 
(ICF), 9 Acute/Tuberculosis beds.  Individuals requiring long term care or short term 
restorative care are admitted to our nursing facility beds.  Treatment and general care 
are provided by your physician and an interdisciplinary team of healthcare 
professionals.  Individuals with or suspected of having Tuberculosis are admitted to our 
Tuberculosis unit. 
  DUTIES: Volunteers are needed to transport patients in wheelchairs to and from 
activities, help out with activities, and other related duties.  Sample volunteer jobs 
available: activity helpers, playing ukulele or piano, help residents do crafts, play 
Hanafuda or Mah Jong. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


