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VIEW FROM THE CORNER OFFICE  
Ah, week 1 came and went by so very quickly, we 
hardly had time to catch our breaths. It was filled 
with exciting adventures as students got to know 
each other and their teachers and laid a firm 
foundation for the weeks ahead. The buses are 
rolling and all sorts of investigations and projects 
are underway.  
 
If you noticed, today is not Friday. We have 
changed the distribution day for our newsletters. 
Please look for the Weekly News in your child’s 
backpack each Monday. 
 
We hope you enjoy reading the articles from our 
classes that are included here. We look forward to 
even more sharing in the weeks ahead. 
 
Call us at 956-8176 if we can be of any assistance. 
 
Aloha, 
Marcus Pottenger and Dr. Helen Au 
Programs Manager              Programs Director and Principal Investigator 
 
 
CONTEST WINNER 
Congratulations Malia of the Drama class for 
completing the first Weekly News challenge of the 
summer. She was able to find 314 different words 
in the phrase “Worldwide Voyagers.” For her 
efforts, Malia has earned bragging rights and a 
really cool prize!!!  
Want to be next? Look for this week’s challenge 
hidden within these pages. 
 
SUN AND FUN  
Ours is an active program that frequently exposes 
us to the sun. The warmth of the sun is fun but the 
sunburn sure isn’t. Please be sure to provide and use 
sunscreen on a daily basis. 

 
OPEN HOUSE JULY 9TH 
All family members are encouraged to reserve 
the afternoon of Wednesday July 9th from 
11:45 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. on their calendar for the 
CRDG Summer Programs Open House. This 
will be your opportunity to come onto campus, 
meet our teachers, and see first hand our 
students’ work and their classrooms and labs 
where the magic of the summer experience 
happens. More details will follow in the 
newsletters to come! 
 
KIDS SAFETY 
We thank our families for following the drop-
off and pick-up procedures as they are written 
in the Parent Student Handbook that has been 
distributed to you.  
 
Our orange-vested assistants are out there 
supervising the transitional periods for the 
safety and sanity of all.  
 
Please remember to only enter the Zone 1 
parking lot for official business. Dropping off 
or picking-up a student without a permit is not 
allowed. Please use the marked loading zone 
along Metcalf street. The University of Hawai‘i 
security office will cite vehicles entering or 
parking in the lot without a permit.  
 
HOME LUNCH 
For safety reasons, we no longer provide a 
microwave in the lunchroom. Students should 
bring lunches that do not require heating. 
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Field Studies for the Next Two Weeks 

 
6/16 
Lewa 
Pacific Aviation 
Museum 
 
 
 
 

6/17  
Ola 
Foster Botanical 
Garden 
 
 

6/18 
Wai 
Mānoa Falls  
 
Makai 
Mānoa Falls  
 

6/19 
Ola, Wai and ‘Āina 
Walking Trip 
Hawaiian Studies Lo‘i 

6/20 
Makai 
Walking Trip 
Mānoa Stream 
Quarry Pond 
 
Taste of Technology 
Walking Trip 
Weinberg Technology Plaza   
at the Mid-Pacific Institute  
 

 
6/23	  	  
Ola 
Walking Trip 
Insect Museum 
Gilmore Hall 
	  
Wai	  
Palolo-‐Manoa	  
Stream	  Junction	  
Walking	  Trip	  
	  
Lewa	  
Kalaeola	  Airport	  
Naval	  Museum	  
 
 

6/24  
Aina 
Wa‘ahila Ridge 
Walk 
 
Makai 
Kai’ona Beach 
(Waimanalo) 
 

6/25 
Wai 
Ala Wai Stream 
 

6/26  
Lewa 
Walking Trip 
Mānoa Astronomy 
Department 
 
Ola and Aina Classes 
Mānoa Heritage 
Center 
 
 

6/27  
Wai and Makai Classes 
Tide pools at Makapu‘u and 
Sandy Beach (Alan Davis) 
 

 
WHERE ARE WE? 
Do you have trouble remembering the difference between longitude and latitude? Which one is which?  The 
kids at recess tell us to think “FLAT and LONG.” They say latitude rhymes with “flatitude” and the story goes 
like this: If King Kong were to step on the north pole, the world would be squished into a “FLAT” pancake at 
the equator AND since the equator is where latitudes begin, you have an easy way to remember. They also 
explained that “everyone knows that Santa lives at the north pole. Since he has a LONG ride to go every 
Christmas Eve, you can remember that longitude goes from North Pole to the south, just like Santa . . . 
 

 

West East 



 
Thoughts on Water From the Wai Class 
In class, our efforts have focused on becoming good 
thinkers and scientists. In our discussions, students are 
asking questions about how we get and use water. To 
address these, we watched a short YouTube clip titled 
"Water Changes Everything" and used it as our starting 
point for this inquiry. After brainstorming questions we 
democratically decided to dig into: "How long ago did the 
problem (the water crisis) start?" 

 
We unpacked the 
selected question by 
creating a question 
web. The range of 
questions that were generated was astounding! Some highlights included 
"Why did it (the water crisis) happen? Is it natural?" "Can it (the water crisis) 
spread to Hawaii and what would happen if it did?" "What would happen if 
the whole world had dirty water?" "When did people start living in Africa?" 
"When did water appear on earth?" 
 
This process of forming and unpacking a question is known as “Plain 
Vanilla.” Our skills in generating and thinking about deep questions will 
continually sharpen this summer as we propel our inquiries using Plain 
Vanilla activities to communally decide upon and unpack a driving question 
for each experience we explore! 

Link to "Water Changes Everything" video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BCHhwxvQqxg 
 
Makai Students are Looking Forward to a Great Summer! 
The Makai class took off swimmingly with anticipation for a summer full of 
exploration and education of the sea. In this first week students have been 
collecting base observations to compare future investigations with. Throughout 
the summer, we will explore human interactions and their impact on the 
environment. Next week we will begin our unit on migrations and navigation.  
HE POHO, O KE AKAMAI NO KE HANA A NUI. 
 
Land Ho, ‘Āina Class Begin Their Explorations 
Monday morning started as a meet and greet in the form of making the community ball that we use to hold 
many of our class discussions. In the ‘Āina class we are discovering and exploring the complex layers required 
to make life on an island possible. We brainstormed as a class the different wants and need that would be 
present on an island of our own design. We then set to work on drawing and labeling our own island in pairs. 
On Tuesday we went for a walk across the UH 
Mānoa campus and took note of the various 
plant and tree life that exists there. We used a 
map to orientate ourselves and find our way. As 
part of our tour we went to St. John's Plant 
Science Lab to see the scale models of the 7 
inhabited islands that make up Hawai‘i and took 
note of the geographical landscapes and how 
each one varies. Thursday’s East O‘ahu Tour 
was guided by Mr. Pottenger to better 
understand the anatomy of our island and to see 
firsthand the different geological features that 
make our island unique. Friday we hiked to the 
Makapu‘u lighthouse. We are looking forward to 
understanding much more! 
 



 
 

Sky Talk 
Aloha everyone. I'm Nick Jakimow and I'm happy to be this year's Lewa (air/space) teacher again. We’re having fun 
becoming scientists. To start our journey, we are focusing our sights on the sky and learning how to understand weather 
in its various forms. We jumped into the sun and came out illuminated. We saw wind dance in the reflection of bubbles. 
On Friday, we'll be braving a mountain and seeing who comes out on top. Good things are happening.  

 
Ola Class Organize Big Ideas  - BIG IDEAS 

    

 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++CONTEST+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Over the next two years, all eyes will be on the worldwide voyage of Hōkūle‘a and Hikianalia. Use the latitude and 
longitude positions provided on the contest chart to mark ports that they will visit this year on the contest map. Be sure to 
label each location with its port letter. For this week’s contest, a single contestant will be randomly chosen from all 
completed entries and crowned the WINNER! Remember to turn your entry into your teacher at the beginning of class on 
Tuesday. 
 
Contest Map        

 170º W 160º W 150º W 140º W 130º W 
          50º N           
          40º N           
          30º N           
          20ºN           
          10ºN           
          Equator 

0º           
          10º S           
          20º S           
          30º S           
          40º S           

 
Name: _______________________________________ 
 
Class: _______________________________________ 

 
 
Contest Chart 

Port   Latitude Longitude 
A Honolulu 

USA 
22º N 158º W 

B Pape'ete 
Tahiti 

17° S  149° W 

C Apia 
Samoa 

13º S 172º W 

* Not all ports listed here. 
   Altogether, Hōkūle‘a and Hikianalia will be visiting over 80 ports and 27 countries in this effort. 
  Locations are approximate 

 

 
 

 
 

Students in the Ola/Life class began 
their studies by making individual lists 
of what they already know about plants 
and animals. They placed their 
individual ideas onto sticky-notes and 
collaborated to sort them into 
categories on the board. They labeled 
the categories with common traits. This 
work provides a foundation for asking 
questions to investigate together over 
the next four weeks. 


