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 SPEECH 602: Research Methods in Speech Communication 

               

 

Professor: Dr. Min-Sun Kim 

 

Office: Room 331, George Hall 

Office Phone:  956-8317    Email: kmin@hawaii.edu 

Office Hours: Tu, Th 12:30 – 1:20 pm, and by appointment 

 

Aims of the Course 

 

This course is designed to introduce human communication as a social science.  By the end of 

this semester, you should be able to critically consume communication research, understand the 

process of using science to solve communication problems, and have the background necessary 

for understanding research materials presented in graduate-level speech communication courses.  

The primary concerns of the class are the operationalization of concepts, the testing of theories, 

data collection, control and eliminations of error, reliability and validity, and data analysis.  It is 

hoped that students can obtain comprehensive understanding to the operation of scientific 

research process.  

 

This course has a twofold purpose: 1) to provide you with a learning opportunity for gaining an 

understanding of the scientific research method, 2) to help you acquire some of the practical skills 

necessary for conducting research with a focus on either Plan A or Plan B Study which you are 

required to complete for the MA degree in Speech. 

 

Upon completion of the course you should be able to: 

   

1. Describe the scientific method of inquiry and contrast with nonscientific inquiry.  

2. Describe the major paradigms utilized in conducting research social work.  

3. Discuss the ethics & politics of social work research.  

4. Relate relevant behavioral & practice theories to researchable problems.  

5. Translate hypothetical concepts into operational definitions.  

6. Describe various research designs, their strengths and weaknesses.  

7. Describe various sampling procedures  

8. Describe various data collection methods.  

9. Describe and distinguish among the various levels of variable measurement.  

10. Formulate researchable problems and feasible research questions.  
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11. Design a data collection instrument.  

12. Critique a published research study.  

13. Search the library and Internet for research-relevant resources.  

14. Accurately describe basic descriptive and inferential statistical procedures.  

15. Discuss the importance of research for the Communication field.  

   

Textbook (required) 

 

Babbie, E. (2007). The Practice of Social Researcy. Wadsworth. 

 

 Pirsig, R. (1999). Zen and the Art of Motorcycle Maintenance: An Enquiry Into Values. 

Bantam. 

 

Reference Book 

 

Publication manual of the American Psychological Association (4th Ed.). Washington, 

D.C.: American Psychological Association. 

 

This book provides the writing style for most of the social science journals you will consult as 

majors.  All papers submitted in this class will be assessed in part on correct use of APA format. 

 

 

Tentative Course Outline    

 
Week Date  Outline  Babbie Text Homework 

1 August 21 Introduction to course 

Ways of Knowing 

 

 Ch. 1  

2  27 Paradigm, Theory, and Research 

 

Ch.2 

Persig 

 

3 September 4 Conceptualization & 

Operationalization 

Causation 

Ch. 5 

Persig 

 

4  11 Research Design 

 

Ch. 4 HW 1 (Literature 

review) 

5  18 Reliability and Validity 

Questionnaire construction 

 

Ch. 5 & 9 HW 2 (Proposal) 

6  25 Indexes, Scales, and Typology 

 

Ch. 6  

7 October 2 Sampling 

 

Ch. 7 HW 3 

(Questionnaire and 

IRB form) 
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8  9 Data Preparation 

Descriptive Statistics  

 

Ch. 16  

9  16 Inferential Statistics/t-test  

 

Ch. 16 HW 4 (Data 

Collection) 

10  23 Correlation and Regression Ch. 16  

11  30 Exam   

12 November 6 Exercises in SPSS  HW 5 (Data Coding 

and Analysis) 

13  13 Hypotheses Testing and Results   

14  20 How to prepare written reports   

15  27 Ethics in Research  Ch. 3  

16 December 4 Paper Presentation (Power Point)  HW 6 and 7 

 

 

 

Course requirements and evaluation 

 

Exam         100 

Homeworks (#1- #5)        50 

Homework (#6): Final Term project      50 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Total points                  200 

 

 

 Exam:  The exam will consist of multiple-choice, true-false, match, and a few short 

answer items.  You will need a scientific calculator during the exam. 

 

Homework/Term Project: :  In order to increase your knowledge about communication 

research, students will participate in an original study, collect data, and prepare a 25-page paper.  

Homeworks will be integrated into the final term project (Homework #6). This project will be 

detailed in separate handouts.  Each group will be required to do an oral presentation based on 

the project.  The goal of this project is to produce a paper which can be presented at a national 

communication conference.  Involved students will serve as co-authors. 

Homeworks will be assigned throughout the semester.  Homeworks 1, 2, 4, and 5 are 

individually based.  Homeworks 3, and 6 are designed for groups. Each group shall have 3-4 

members.  A research question for the group will be assigned, which will be used as the topic in 

the following homeworks. At the end of the semester, each member is required to provide 

evaluation for other members in the same group. Grades will then be based on team performance 

as well as individual contribution.  

 

 

 

 

 

Homework Requirement  
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1. Literature review  

  

The instruction will be given 

later in the class.  (about 10 

pages) 

 

Individual 

2. Research proposal Please prepare a 15 page 

research proposal. It should 

include:  

� Study purpose  

� Literature review  

� Problem statement  

� Expected outcomes  

 

Individual 

3. Questionnaire design and 

IRB form 

 

Design a questionnaire. Please 

exchange the questionnaire, 

and criticize other groups’ 

questionnaire. Please hand in 

the first draft with marks, and 

the revised questionnaire. Also 

submit a completed IRB form 

 

Group 

4. Collect 30 samples Based on your sampling 

scheme, please collect 30 

samples per person. You need 

to hand in the gathered 

questionnaires to the 

instructor, which will later be 

returned.  

Individual 

5. Data coding and analysis  

 
Please complete data coding 

and analysis. A SPSS file with 

completed data entry is 

required. The analysis should 

include all descriptive 

statistics.  

Individual 

6. Report  

 

Please compile a 25-page 

report plus references. This 

report should follow your 

research proposal along with 

methods, completed results, 

and implications.  

Group 

7. Evaluation 

 

Please provide an evaluation 

for the team member 

contribution.  

 

Individual 
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** All papers and homework should be prepared following APA format.  

 

The following scale will serve as the basis for assigning grades. 

    %             Grade* 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
90 - 100     A-, A, A+ 

80 -  89           B-, B, B+  

              70 -  79     C-, C, C+ 

              60 -  69     D-, D, D+ 

              Below 59   F 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

* The instructor reserves the right to adjust this scale depending on the distribution of scores. 

 

 

Course Policies 

 

Make-up Exams: Exams must be taken on the scheduled day at the scheduled time unless 

arranged with the instructor PRIOR TO THE DAY OF THE EXAM. Make-up exams will not be 

allowed without a legitimate and verifiable excuse.  I cannot give an early exam to accommodate 

your vacation plans, however.   

 

Attendance:  Regular class attendance is essential to the learning format of this course. You 

are allowed one absence.  After one absence, your final grade will drop 2.0% for each additional 

day absent.  

 

Appeals Process: On occasion, a student may feel that he or she has not received all of 

the points deserved for an assignment.  In such cases, (1) within 72 hours you must identify in 

writing to the course instructor the nature of the discrepancy and why you should receive a 

higher grade, and (2) an appointment will then be made to review and act on your case. 

 

Academic dishonesty: Cheating on papers or exams (e.g., copying other's answers) 

constitutes grounds for a failing grade on that assignment, and potentially on the entire course. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 


