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SPEECH 380 -- SPEECH IN FAMILY SETTINGS  -- FALL 2006
12:30 - 3:00 p.m. Wednesdays, Gartley 103

Professor/Chair : Dr. Krystyna S. Aune
office: George Hall 327, phone: 956-3313
e-mail: krystyna@hawaii.edu
office hours: Mondays and Wednesdays 9:30 a.m. - 11:30 p.m. , and by appointment
web page: http://www.hawaii.edu/speech/

COURSE DESCRIPTION:
Speech 380 is designed to develop your understanding of, and ability to analyze problems in, communication
in the family.  The overall goal is to help you understand how, through communication, we develop,
maintain, enhance, or disrupt family relationships.  This course will expose students to the variety of marital
and family forms in contemporary society and will review the complexities, challenges, and rewards of
family communication.  This course is presented from a social scientific perspective.  Therefore, an emphasis
is placed upon theoretic and empirical information.  While you will be expected to apply the knowledge from
class to family relationships, the course is not specifically focused on skills.

REQUIRED TEXT:
LePoire, B. A. (2006). Family communication: Nurturing and control in a changing world. Thousand Oaks,

CA: Sage.

COURSE FORMAT.  Class periods will consist of lectures, discussions, and in-class activities and analyses
of homework activities.  The course format is intended to maximize opportunities for the exchange of ideas
and critical analysis.  Active participation in class discussions is therefore expected.  Assigned readings
should be completed PRIOR TO EACH CLASS SESSION.  In most cases, the readings are designed to
parallel the week's lecture content.  However, you may be responsible for some readings not covered in class. 

COURSE POLICIES:

ATTENDANCE.  Where final averaged grades are borderline, participation in class discussions and
overall cooperation will be taken into account.  Attendance is expected.  Failure to appear regularly and/or
habitual tardiness will be taken as a relational message to the instructor as disrespect and lack of commitment
to the educational process.  More than 2 absences may result in a lower class grade.

WRITTEN ASSIGNMENTS.  Absolutely NO make-ups will be given nor will late assignments be
accepted.  Assignments are due in the beginning of class on the day due.  You will receive a 0 on any
assignment not submitted on or before the due date.  Hard copies of papers are expected to be turned in.  E-
mailed copies of final papers are only accepted in the event of an emergency (as determined by the
professor).  

Written assignments must be typed and double-spaced. These assignments will be graded on both
content and writing style, grammar, punctuation, etc.  Papers that are poorly written, including excessive



2

grammatical errors, typos, spelling errors, and punctuation errors will NOT receive a passing grade.  Specific
guidelines for assignments will be provided in class and/or on e-mail.   

 WebCT.  I will provide course information, including powerpoint slide presentations, on the course
website on ‘webct’.  To obtain this information, you must open a “My WebCT” account.  For this, you must
go to: http://webct.hawaii.edu:8900/webct/public/home.pl and click on “Create my WebCT.”  Complete the
necessary information (e.g., name, e-mail address, password hint).  Then, to access your “My WebCT”
account, go to: http://webct.hawaii.edu/.  You will be prompted to enter your username and password to be
admitted into your “MyWebCT” account.  For additional help using WebCT go to:
http://www.hawaii.edu/dlit/webresource.   

EVALUATION: The plus & minus system will be used.  Details will be provided in class.

Midterm & Final Exams --  each worth 200 points
The exams will contain multiple choice and true-false questions and are written to measure comprehension,
and ability to apply concepts and to synthesize ideas from the texts and lectures.  The final exam is NOT
cumulative. 

Group Presentation-- 100 points
Organize a group of about four members. Very early in the semester (by the second week of class), select one
of the topics (the date of your presentation will be roughly the date in which it is listed on the syllabus). 
Topics will be assigned on a first come - first serve basis (another incentive to select group members and a
topic early).  Your group will be responsible for approximately a 30-minute time period of the class (no less
than 20 minutes).  You’ll have 4 responsibilities:
1.  Find at least two relevant empirical journal articles (at HAMILTON LIBRARY, and not from the
internet) that pertain to the topic you have selected.  Summarize the entire articles in your own words (do
NOT just copy the abstract).  Integrate the journal articles with the textbook readings and any other readings
you may select that pertain to your topic and provide a 2-3 page outline summarizing the information to me
by the Friday before your presentation.  I will post the outline on webct for class members to print. Put the
full citation of the articles on the outline and provide a copy of the articles and your abstracts to me on the
day you lead the class. 
2. Bring a media or other creative example or illustration of the topic and share it with the class as part of
your report.  You might also consider finding relevant popular literature (e.g., a magazine article) and discuss
how it supports (or does not support) theoretical or empirical information on that topic.  Provide a complete
introduction and explanation of your example, and relate it to the specific concept(s) in your reading(s).
3. As part of your summary, prepare a minimum of 2 discussion/thought questions based on the readings
(and/or your media example) for the class meeting.  Your discussion questions should be included as the last
item on your summary report that you distribute.
4. Be prepared to offer thoughtful and informative comments during the day’s readings.

Activities and Assignments  - 100 points
Various ‘quizzes’, activities, and assignments will be conducted throughout the semester.  These activities
will be assigned various points.  Absences during such class periods will result in a 0 for any missed activity
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or assignment.  No make-ups will be allowed on in-class activities or assignments (unless prior arrangements
or a documented excuse is granted by the professor).  To encourage punctual and complete attendance in
class, quizzes will likely be given at the very beginning of class, or on some occasions, at the very end of
class (and no make-ups will be available).

Research Participation -- 10 points 
Participation in research projects is an essential part of the academic system.  It is the cooperation of
undergraduate and graduate students that allows us to investigate a variety of communicative phenomena
and, in turn, share our findings with you, our colleagues, and hopefully, the outside community.  This is a
very serious and exciting obligation.  It is important to actively partake in research participation and utilize
the opportunity to learn about the research process.

Note: You cannot satisfactorily complete the course without completing all of the major requirements of this
course. 

University Policy on E-Mail
Executive Policy E2.213, System and Campus-Wide Electronic Channels for Communicating with Students-

E-mail has been declared an official means for communication with students.
“Students are responsible for checking their email account frequently and consistently to
remain current with University communications. They are expected to monitor and manage
their email storage quota to insure that their mailboxes are not saturated and are able to
receive new messages.”
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TENTATIVE SCHEDULE*

WEEK , dates TOPIC CHAPTER READINGS

1, 8/23 Introduction, Definitions: What is a family? 1

2, 8/30 Different Family Forms  2

3, 9/6 Theoretical Foundations 3

4, 9/13 Attraction & Relationship Development 4

5, 9/20 Cohabitation, Marriage

6, 9/27  Children & the Family 5
Division of Household Labor

7, 10/4 Socialization Processes 6

8, 10/11 Midterm 

9, 10/18 Closeness & Intimacy 7

10, 10/25 Emotions & Emotion Management

11, 11/1 Conflict 8

12, 11/8 Roles & Rules

13, 11/15 Stress and Stressors in the Family

14, 11/22  Problematic Behavior 9

15, 11/29 Optimally Functioning Families 10

16, 12/6 Conclusions, Review for Final

Final Exam: Tuesday December 14th 1:30 - 3:30 p.m.

*Adjustments in the schedule will be made as necessary. 


