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Interregional Faculty Dialogue 
co-sponsored with the UH Department of History 

 

“Children of the Korean War and the 
DPRK’s Internationalism with the PRC” 

 
 

                                     

                A North Korean war orphan growing up in a Chinese family, 1952 
 

In the 1950s, North Korea sent abroad thirty thousand children affected by the Korean War (1950-
1953), most of them orphans. The state socialist countries of Eastern Europe accepted ten thousand 
children of war. China accepted twenty thousand, by far more than any other country. This study 
introduces this history and considers the significance of socialist internationalism in the twentieth 
century, especially the kind that existed between the DPRK and the PRC . 
 
Cheehyung Harrison Kim is an Associate Professor of History, specializing in socialism, labor, 
industrialization, everyday life, and urbanization in the context of East Asia, and in particular, North 
Korea.  
 
Wensheng Wang is an Associate Professor of History, specializing in cultural politics, intellectual 
change and foreign relations, particularly of late imperial China.  
 
 

To learn more about the events of the Center for Chinese Studies, please join our online community at 
manoa.hawaii.edu/chinesestudies, or follow us on Instagramat uhawaiiccs. To donate to the Center, go to 

https://giving.uhfoundation.org/funds/12122004 


