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Center for Chinese Studies  
Spring 2020 Seminars on China 

The public is cordially invited to attend. Free admission.	  	  

Wednesday April 29, 12 noon – 1:30 pm, Moore Hall 109 
co-sponsored with the College of Social Sciences 

 

 “China Initiatives of the College of  
Social Sciences at UHM” 

by Denise Eby Konan, Dean 
 

UH Mānoa first launched Chinese studies in 1922 and since then has maintained collaborations with 
prestigious partners including Peking University, Beijing Foreign Studies University Tsinghua 
University, Sichuan University and others. The immense strength and reputation of our China 
programs are vital to UHM as a global research university. However, increasingly tense Sino-US 
relations threaten Mānoa’s vibrant programs. Universities are being advised to exercise due diligence 
to protect national security, intellectual property, and competitiveness. The recent closure of the 
Confucius Institute is one example of the measures that UHM has taken. 
 

 

The Chinese word for ‘crisis,’ 危机 
wēijī, is comprised of two characters, 
one signifying ‘danger’ and the other a 
component of ‘opportunity.’ In the 
words of Beijing Foreign Studies 
University (BFSU) Vice President 
Guohua YAN, “We can turn bad things 
into good things.” 
 

Thus, the College of Social Sciences 
seeks partners across UHM to advance a 
modern China Strategy while putting 
into place safeguard policies and 
protocols aimed at risk management. 
Konan will discuss existing cooperative 
agreements and international programs, 
and the increasingly complex national 
and international context. 
 

Denise Eby Konan is Dean of the College 
of Social Sciences and Professor of 
Economics. An international trade 
economist, Dean Konan’s engagements in 
China began as an undergraduate when she 
studied and taught English at Sichuan 
Normal University in Chengdu, China.   
 

To learn more about the events of the Center for Chinese Studies, please join our online community at 
manoa.hawaii.edu/chinesestudies, or follow us on Instagram at uhawaiiccs. To donate to the Center, go to 

https://giving.uhfoundation.org/funds/12122004 
 


