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Saying Goodbye to Fall 2014 
With the turning of the solar new year, 
it’s already become time for the Fall 
cohort of 2014 to graduate from their 
academic pursuits at Nanjing Center and 
proceed into the internship phase.  

 

For the entire first half of January, 
students spent hours, days and many a 
long evening at the Flagship office and a 
variety of coffee shops across town to 
pound out final essay after final essay, 
presentation after presentation. 

 

While most of their Nanjing University 
courses led to long papers due by mid-
January, their Nanjing Center courses 
focused on two weeks of presentations 
in the first half of January.  

Overall, the students pulled through and 
did a great job on their respective 
presentations, research and topics. 
Following the grueling completion of 
various expectations and needs,  

In the aftermath of the fast-paced two 
weeks of madness, the Fall cohort of 
2014 sat down to an internship 
orientation held by Internship 
Coordinator Doug Hughes on January 
16th, 2015. 

 

The orientation went over the various 
future requirements expected of 
students as they settled into their next 
phase of the capstone year. 
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After orientation (complemented by a 
large table arrangement of Pringles, 
butter cookies and Oreos), the Center 
began its bi-annual Graduation 
Ceremony , hosted by Academic 
Consultant Chen, Xueling Laoshi. 

 

Chen, Xueling Laoshi thanked the 
students for all their hard work, 
congratulated them for making it 
through a grueling program and then 
invited the guest speaker, Institute of 
International Students Director Zhu, to 
take the stage. 

 

Using a smattering of English phrases 
and terms, Director Zhu praised the 
students for their high level of Chinese, 
their work throughout the semester, and 
their future with their internship. 
Wishing them the best, he then invited 
Center Director Zhang, Qin Laoshi to 
join him in presenting the Flagship 
diplomas to each student. 

 

After handing out the diplomas, Chen 
Laoshi invited Center Director Zhang to 
hand out several  “special awards” to 
students who had, throughout the 
semester, voluntarily assisted in Center 
events (by washing dishes, moving 
heavy tables and helping clean), or 
participated in the Jiangsu Television 
Station “Foreigners Got Talent” Show 
on top of their usual commitments at 
the Center.  

 

After the passing out of the awards, 
Chen Laoshi invited a few students who 
had volunteered to perform as part of 
the festivities.  

The first act, was a classic duet song 
performed by teaching assistants Liu, 
Zeyu and Sun, Yun. Although both were 
a little nervous from the stage 
performance so different from teaching 
students one-on-one, they sang 
admirably, and much to the amusement 
and enjoyment of their now-former 
students. 

 

Next, Andrew Cahill (HC), a consistent 
performing act at all Flagship events, took 
the stage with a song that now all his 
classmates knew the lyrics to. As he finished 
the end of this song, however, the crowd 
cried out for him to perform “Never Gonna 

Work”, another popular song he had sung at 
the Thanksgiving event. Reminiscent of an 
attitude that many of the students likely 
wished they could live out during their Finals 
Week, it was clear there was a bustle of 
excited freedom as students clapped or  sang 
along to the carefree lyrics. 

 

Evan Kolb (IU) and Zachary Marin (ASU) 
took to the stage next, wearing 
unintentionally matching perfectly-tailored 
suits. Armed with a guitar and makeshift 
drum, they began by singing a country song. 
They dedicated their second song “Goodbye” 

or 再见 by Taiwanese singer 张震岳 to their 
classmates and the cohort of Fall 2014. The 
rendition was beautifully arranged and 
extremely touching as they softly sang to the 
lyrics often used in graduation settings, “I’m 
afraid I won’t have a chance to say goodbye, 
because we might never see each other again. 
Tomorrow, I will leave this familiar place and 
you… just the thought of leaving makes me cry 
tears of sorrow […]”.

 

Their touching ballad raised a student cry out 
for an encore, resulting in them closing out 
with a round of “Take me Home, Country 
Roads”. 
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Finally, Emrie Tomaiko (ASU) closed off the 
student performances with a special Chinese 
piece that showcased her powerful voice. 

 

Farewell Dinner 
The farewell dinner for Fall 2014 was 
hosted at a big restaurant on Nanjing’s 
famous night market along Lion’s Bridge 

(狮子桥) at 6:30 PM, shortly after the 
conclusion of the . awards ceremony held 
at the Zeng Xian Zi Building.  

 

Students, teachers and roommates 
filtered in slowly, filling the 6 tables 
reserved for Flagship. Center Director 
Zhang, Qin officially announced the 
beginning of dinner, although some 
patiently waiting students had already 
ravenously cleared through the cold 
dishes round while waiting for everyone to 
arrive. 

 

Although dinner began fairly normally, it 
soon quickly became a loud buzz of 
conversation as students relaxed, having 
finally completed what some considered a 
fairly stressful and workload-heavy 
semester.  

 

As they let loose and laughed over various 
topics, whatever tension from exams and 
deadlines seemed to slowly dissipate. 
After certain tables demolished the main 
courses, Andrew Cahill (HC) took up his 
guitar once more, breaking into song to a 
raucous round of applause from his 
classmates. 

 

Even as dessert was cleaned, and the 
Center staff more than ready to head 
home, the students continued to 
celebrate, singing, taking a few more 
group photos, and laughing all the way 
through.  

 

SNAPSHOTS OF FLAGSHIP 

 

Personalized Portrait at the 
Senior Center 
Richard Kuan (Hunter College) drawing a 
portrait of Grandma Sun, an  89-year old 
elderly grandma living at the Ginkgo Senior 
Retirement Home.  

Classmate William Bumpas captured the 
moment during their shared visit to the 
Center. As they sat there discussing their 
lives with the two grandmas in the room on 
that particular visit, Richard was motivated 
to draw a portrait after noticing the presence 
of a single grainy photo of a previous young 
visitor that Grandma Sun kept on her wall.  

“The moment I saw the little digital 
photograph—grainy, printed on a computer 
paper probably from a nearby print shop off a 
low resolution JPEG—I had a sudden 
realization. Hitting the age of 90, there must 
be not much of their own life to look forward 
to. This is not to say there isn’t anything left in 
life at all; only that what gives them most joy 
is to see other younger people growing, 
learning, and living.  

They are living through their past 
accomplishments and commitments: through 
their sons and their daughters, and even in 
some ways, through us. It is these small 
interactions and these small stories that 
seemed to give them the most vitality; their 
eyes grew spirited as they talked about this 
student in the grainy photo, who probably 
didn’t do much but talk to them, ask them how 
they were: basically did what we were doing at 
the moment with them.” (Richard Kuan, HC)  

  



THE FLAGSHIP BULLETIN | Issue # 6 4 

 

 

 

 

 

Professional Camerawork 
Sean Coffey (Hunter College) taking a shot 
of an unseen photo opportunity at the 
Flagship Nanjing Center Farewell Dinner on 
January 16th, 2015 

 

Roommate Love 
Alison Bartel (University of Mississippi) 
posing with her roommate Tang, Xiao at the 
Nanjing Center Awards Ceremony. 

 

Letting Loose at Dinner 
Thomas Heaton (Brigham Young University) 
conversing with Internship Coordinator 
Doug Hughes. 

 

Just a Couple o’ Roomies 
Roommates Zhou, Anqi, Kelly McCarthy 
(Indiana University), Evan Kolb (Indiana 
University) and Zhu, Haifeng (left-to-right) 
posing  after the Nanjing Center Awards 
Ceremony. 

 

Clearing out Dinner 
Cyrus Lalkaka (Hunter College), Sean 
Coffey (Hunter College) and Conner Clark 
(University of Mississippi) enjoying dinner 
with their roommates. 

 

Sneaking a Picture with Chen 
Laoshi 
Thomas Heaton (Brigham Young University) 
and Academic Consultant Chen, XUeling 
Laoshi posing after the Center Farewell 
Dinner 

 

Post-dinner Pictures 
Charles Palmer Withers  (University of 
Mississippi), and roommate Yang, 
Zhongwei posing 

 

All Smiles 
Guo, Yuanyuan Laoshi and Kimberly Butler 
(University of Mississippi) posing after dinner 
at the Center Farewell Dinner 

 

NEXT ISSUE 

 Spring Cohort 2015 Arrives! 
 

NANJING FLAGSHIP CENTER 
ZENG XIAN ZI BUILDING, ROOM 602 

NANJING UNIVERSITY 
22 HANKOUR ROAD, NANJING, CHINA 210093 
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